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PKEFACE.

TF the difficulties of the general biographer are not a

few, how much more is it a delicate task for one who

has been connected by the dearest of all earthly ties to

a departed believer, to attempt a delineation of his

Christian character. On one side, an undue partiality

may be apparent, and on tlie other, an unnecessary timid-

ity may deter from a true and faithful record. In the

present instance, however, the line of duty has only been

to follow the missionary ;
he has left his

"
footprints" on

the sands of time.

The preparation of the following pages is the result

of a conviction that an example so pure, and purposes

formed and carried out with so much singleness of aim,

may influence others to tread the same path.

It will be seen that little else has been necessary than

to arrange the materials already furnished from different

sources. The aim has been to make the subject of this

memorial his own biographer, and to exhibit the work-

ings of the interior, as well as the exterior life
;
also to

present something of a history of the China Mission, and

the results of the missionary's observation and reading
(v)
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among a people so diverse from any otlier nation, and so

strikingly peculiar in their habits and customs as the

Chinese.

Family and other correspondence, while it affords

Tariety, shows the estimate of Mr. Bridgman's character

among his kindred, and the interest his friends and rela-

tions felt in his life-work. It has been impossible, in

every instance, to consult the individuals from whose let-

ters extracts have been published, but the compiler

trusts there will be nothing found offensive to the taste

or judgment of the various correspondents, as liberty has

only been taken with those parts which has a bearing on

the character of Mr. Bridgman.

Interspersed through the narrative are allusions to

domestic life
;
to some of his most intimate friends, con-

nected with these letters
;
his excursions, etc.

;
and plates

are introduced illustrating foreign settlements in China,

which it is hoped will not be out of place, associated as

they are with his missionary career, and long residence

of thirty-two years in that far-off land.

It is the business of the pioneer to explore to give

information of his researches to prepare the way for

others to enter into his labors, rather than to look for

immediate results
;
and this was Mr. Bridgman's ap-

pointed sphere in the great and extensive field allotted

to him by the church. But results were not denied
;
he

lived to form a native church, to become its pastor, and
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from time to time to receive tlie Cliinese of botli sexes,

some in youth, others in middle life, and some even in old

age, to the ordinances of a Christian communion.

What he considered, however, tlie icorJc of his life, was

the translation of the Holy Scriptures into the Chinese

language. This was nearly completed at the time of his

death, and was finished a few months after by his beloved

colleague, the dear and lamented Culbertson, who in less

than one year responded to a like sudden summons.

The book has a mission which may be understood from

its dedication. We believe there is many a pious student

in our theological seminaries who is waiting, nay in-

quiring,
"
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?

" In

contemplating a foreign mission the perusal of this vol-

ume, it is hoped, will tend to dissipate discouragement

which may arise either from the difficulties of a strange

language, or isolation among a most singular people ;
and

guided by the Word of God, listening also to a voice

from the grave of the toil-worn missionary, may some one

who is looking to the ministry be induced to obey the

exhortation, nay command,
" Go up and possess the land,

for in due season ye shall reap if ye faint not."

The palm of being the first Protestant inissioiiary to

the Chinese is awarded to the sainted Morrison. It is

only claimed for the subject of this Memoir that he was

the Pioneer of Ainerican Missions to China.

Grateful acknowledgments are tendered to Dr. A. D.
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Smith, one of the Prudential Committee of the American

Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, for his

many valuable suggestions in regard to the manuscript ;

to Mr. A. Merwin of the same Board for access to the

Ilissionary Herald ; to R. M. Olyphant, Esq., merchant

of this city, and David Leavitt, Esq., of Great Barring-

ton, Mass., for their interest and assistance in various

ways in its publication.

New York, Decemler 1, 1863.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

It is with a Utile hesitancy I com2'>ly loith an urgent request

that I would furnish for the following work a brief Intro-

ductory Note. What need^ my first thought was, of any

other introduction than the name of the beloved and venerated

Bridgman ? He must indeed be a stranger in our Israel^

indifferent alike to the past and the pj-esent of the Great Mis-

sionary Enterp>rise, who would not turn loith a ready and live-

ly interest to a record like that here presented, l4 is vjell that

the framing of that record has been committed to a hand so

cap>able and trustivorthy the very hand that wrought with the

lamented subject^ in the nearest and dearest earthly comjKinion-

ship. In these pages, toe have the benefit of the fullest knowl-

edge^ and loith many a delicate touch of affection, the con-

stant ordering of a rare tact andjudgment. The book reveals

itself, at once, as j^eculiarly suited to the name commemorated,

and is thus its oiun best witness.

I have felt, however, in some sense, the constraint of persoil-

ed obligation. It was my privilege, the last summer, to peruse

in manuscript, what here meets the eye in a more permanent

form. And I shall ever thankfully remember, not only the

(9)
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instruciion received, but the fresh incitement to all Chris-

tian fidelity. It was a reproof, indeed, and yet a joy, to com-

mune, through this memorial, ivith a man of svch remarkable

excellence ; so single-hearted in the service of his Master from

very boyhood ; so diligent, so self-sacrificing, so entirely ab-

sorbed in his work ; a man, withal, so genial, so magnani- .

mous, so free from every partisan tinge so ready to say with

Paul, hoiuever Christ might be preached^
''^ I therein do rejoice,

yea, and icill rejoiced

Aside from the interest which ''
the land of Sinim'''' aioa-

kens, both historically and prospectively, and the natural

desire to trace the ever-widening stream of missionary infu-

ence up to its sources, this volume, simp)le and unprete?iding

as it is, will be found quite suggestive on a number of iveighty

subjects. Some of these are referred to by the Editor ; such

as the i?nportance and the hopefulness of maternal fidelity, the

duty of early self-consecration, and the appeal of heathendom

to our theological students. Not less emphatically does the

narrative speak on other points. It has been questioned by

some, whether ^''

the heroic age'''' of the missionary moveinent

has not gone by, aiid whether, as to the great vitalities of the

work its spirit of martyrdom especially there is not some-

thing of decadence. Facilities, such as the present times

furnish, do not, it is thought, best nurture heroisms. The

life of Bridgman shows most clearly lohat the true missionary

spirit is, and presents just the model luhich an age like this

needs. It reminds us forcibly, too, and with a happy relevance

to certain modern discussions, of what should be the chief



mTRODUCTORT NOTE. xi

concern of the missionary; not civilization,, in the Jirst instance,,

as an eminent authority in certain quarters has of late erro-

neously affirmed; not, in any stage, schools, primary, interme-

diate, or even collegiate admissible and important though these

all are, if properly subordinated ; but the preaching, in public

and in private, of the glorious Gospel of the Son of God

that Gospel ivhich has adaptations as broad as our race ;

which recognizes in man everywhere a conscience, sleeping

often, but never wholly dead, and always commends itself to

that conscience in the sight of God ; ivhich is '"''the power of

God unto salvation to every one that believeih ; to the Jew first,

and also to the GreelcP Last, but not least, readers of every

class will learn from this volume hoio much may be achieved

by a man of no extraordinary brilliancy of intellect, vjhen his

attainments, all sanctified, are made to converge, as in right

lines, to one great commanding aim. They vjill all be grate-

ful to God first, and then to the Editor that thus, through

these unostentatious pages, Bridgman
"
being dead, yet speak-

eth:'

A&A D. Smith.

Dartmouth College, Dec. 30, 1863.





CHAPTER I.

"ify Father^ Thou art the guide of my youthy Jer. iii. 4.

BIRTH CHILDHOOD HIS MOTHER ACADEMICAL COURSE.

1801 1829.

THE subject of this memorial can in no way be better

introduced to the readers than by the following

extracts from memoranda, written by himself a short

time before his death.

Elijah Coleman Bridgman was born April 22d, 1801,

in Belchertown, Massachusetts, U. S. A., of pious parents,

whose ancestors were among the Pilgrim Fathers,
" and

settled in New England : Andrew Warner, in 1638, and

James Bridgman, in 1640."

"In 1812, during an extensive revival in Hampshire

County, he was among the early subjects of that work

of grace, and the following year, February 13th, joined

the Congregational church in his native town, under the

pastoral care of the Rev. Experience Porter.
"
By means of religious intelligence, communicated in

the pages of the 3Iissionary Herald (then called the

Panopolist), and in the columns of the Boston

(1)
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Hecorder, he became interested in the work of missions
,

and this feelings encouraged by his parents and pastor,

resulted in a determination to prepare for the ministry.
" His academical course was pursued in his native

town
;
his collegiate, at Amherst, Mass., where he grad-

uated in 1826
;
his theological studies were completed at

Andover
;
and on the 6th of October, 1829, he was

ordained a missionary. On the 14th of that month, he

sailed for China, where he arrived the 19th of February,

1830, and was welcomed by Dr. Morrison, then the only

Protestant missionary in this empire."

His residence was in foreign factories at Canton, Avith

the exception of occasional visits to Macao, and some

months during the political troubles between the Chinese

and English governments, when he sojourned in Macao

and Hong-Kong.
Mr. Bridgman's elder brother, on being requested to

furnish memoranda of his boyhood, etc., makes the fol-

lowing reply :

" On casting about for incidents in his early life, I dis-

cover nothing, recollect nothing, particularly striking.

Like his divine Lord and Master, he gained but little

public notoriety till he began to be about thirty years of

age ;
but this I do know, and can testify of him, during

the period of his childhood and youth, that he was al-

ways kind and affectionate, obedient and faithful, diligent

in business, assisting his parents,
'

fervent in spirit, serv-

ing the Lord.'
"

What influences and happy associations cluster around

this period, while under the paternal roof ! The echo of

the voices that led and guided us then, is heard in after
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years, and still lead and direct our course
; tliougli tliey

may have long since been hushed in the silence of the

grave. But we must depend upon Mr. Bridgman's con-

versation in the privacy of domestic life for his personal

narrative. As we learn from his own written account,

he was blessed with a pious ancestry, and no subject

seemed to Q:ratifv him more than to talk of his excellent

mother. He often remarked,
"
I can never forget her

instructions, nor anxiety for my salvation."
"
During my

early childhood,'' said he,
"
she was in the habit of taking

me with her to maternal meetings, a practice which I

highly approve, and believe, if followed up in faith, would

result in the early conversion of children. My dear

mother talked, prayed, and wept over me. I felt my re-

bellious heart rise against God, when his truth was

brought to bear upon my mind
;
she saw it, but slackened

not her efforts. To have her lueep over my stubbornness

was too much
;
I could listen to her words, but her tears

I could not withstand."

These labors were not in vain
; for, according to his

own account, it was throuorh her influence that he was the

subject of converting grace at so early an age.

There is a pleasing incident related by an aged Chris-

tian woman, now living, then employed in the family,

who knew him at the time of his conversion, and to

whom he appears to have confided his spiritual conflicts.

It will be recollected he was but eleven years of age, yet
such was the confidence entertained by his father in his

real change of character, that he called upon him to lead

in prayer at an evening meeting in a private house.
"
Coleman," as they called him, took up his cross and
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performed his duty, but his heart was burdened, and he

went to this Christian woman, and like a child told her

his difficulty, feeling that he had been called upon to

take a solemn part in what he was not yet qualified for,

by divine grace.

A friend, and cotemporary with Mr, Bridgman, has

furnished the following account in relation to his public

profession :

''In the year 1812, the Lord had blessed this land

with many and yery extensive revivals. Among the

towns in this vicinity which shared very richly in these

blessings were Belchertown and Northampton. As there

was to be a large accession to the church in Belchertown

on the first Sabbath in February, 1813, and Mr. Bridg-

man was to be one of the number, on the Saturday pre-

vious, I rode from Northampton to Belchertown, in order

to be present on so interestiug an occasion, and put up at

the hospitable mansion of his father, and roomed with

this young and earnest believer.
" So deeply were the solemn events of the coming Sab-

bath impressed upon us, that we found but little rest in

sleep, and before the break of day we were dressed and

out in the field, engaged in prayer under a tree, where

none but God could hear the voice.
"
Supplications for the divine blessing to attend the

consecration of so many precious souls (as far as

memory serves), were the burden of that morning's

prayers.
*' Under the ministry of the venerated Dr. Porter one

hundred and six, including Mr. Bridgman, that day pub-

licly dedicated themselves to God. It was a glorious
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day. To souls imbued with the spirit of God, it seemed

as if the heavens were opened, and earth was nearly
allied to Heaven."

The year 1814, October 3d, was marked by the death

of his mother. Her decease was frequently the theme

of conversation.
" So peaceful," he would say,

"
so full

of faith, Christ so precious ;
in her departure from this

life there was nothing: to reQ:ret but the loss of her

prayers and tears upon the survivors."

While at home, in his father's family, he was accus-

tomed to agricultural pursuits. In contrasting the

climate of China with his native land, he said :

" In my
youth, I could mow all day in the field, without fear of

the sun, and without injury, but in this country (China)
it is hazardous to health to go out without an umbrella,

even when the weather becomes cool in the autumnal

season, the sun's rays having a powerful and paralyzing
influence on the brain of European residents."

The stream of life rolls on, and the scene is constantly

changing. Some of the most useful instruments in God's

hand, who have been the means of extending his truth

among the nations, have been disciplined in humble

occupations.

Like the successor of the illustrious prophet, whose

name he bore, the time had come, for Mr. Bridgman, as

Elisha did at the call of God, to leave the plough.
The course of academical studies, preparatory to enter-

ing college, referring to his own account, was pursued in

his native town. This course being completed, he said,
"
I furnished myself with a large silver tablespoon (hold-

ing it up playfully to show how it was worn thin) to eat

1*
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my bread and milk with, and ^^ent to college." Having

graduated at Amherst, and finished his theological

course at Andover, the steps that brought him to his

life-work followed in quick succession.

In a journal, kept at this period, and under date of

May 15th, 1829, after describing a journey from Boston

to Taunton, he concludes thus :

" And now, as God has brought me to this place with

a view, as I humbly hope and trust, of using me as an

instrument for good in the Gospel of his dear Son, unto

Him, therefore, even unto Thee, God, Father, Son and

Holy Ghost, I desire to render thanks and consecrate

myself anew, through Jesus Christ. Amen."



CHAPTEE II.

''Ill all tliy icays adcnowUdge Him, and He shall direct thy

paths. Proverbs iii. 6.
*

SABBATH-SCHOOL LABORS A LETTER TO HIS SISTER CON-

SULTS HIS PARENTS AND FRIENDS ON THE SUBJECT OP

MISSIONS ANNIVERSARY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

LEAVES ANDOVER.

1828 1829.

^^

"|\JTAY 18. 10 o'clock p. m. Yesterday was a neio
^-^

day to me. Rose at 4 o'clock, 30 m. Morning
exercises as usual. Attended the Sabbath-school. After

an account of Paul's imprisonment, recorded in Acts, was
read by the Superintendent, Mr. Bean, at his request,

I addressed the scholars, spoke to them of their being
confined in the prison of sin, and told them how by

prayer they should and must seek deliverance. Enjoyed,
in speaking, considerable ease and freedom. After

which, offered prayer ;
then conversed with most of the

teachers, and many of the scholars, individually."
"
In the morning preached

' The Duty of Seeking, before

all other things, the Salvation of the Soul
;'
in the after-

noon,
' The Early Religious Instruction of Children and

Youth, especially by means of Sabbath-schools
;'

in the

evening,
' The Sinner's Choice.'

"

At a meeting for personal conversation, in the eve-
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ning, Mr. Bridgman has a list of fourteen names, against

wliich he writes clown the state of their feelings. The

following is a sample :

"
C. W. Knows that she is a sinner, and would give

anything for an interest in Christ. Feels but little, and

has seldom prayed. Has not pious parents."
" E. S. Quite careless/' etc.

These memorandums extend to the number of four-

teen.
''

I conversed with all tliese persons individually. They
were very free to speak their feelings. I endeavored to

fix their minds on Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the

world, and as wishing to save them. Endeavored to

show them the reasons why they should look and go to

Jesus Christ immediatelv. Told them of their sins,

guilt, folly ;
of the duty of prayer. Told them I feared

they would perish, because of their own neglect, etc.

Nine of the fourteen requested the prayers of Christians,

and promised to pray for themselves and for the others,

especially, at the hour of 10 o'clock, every evening for

the coming week. I also engage to remember them in

my prayers."

In the next paragraph, Mr. Bridgman complains of

being pained on account of indifference to the salvation

of souls, desiring to feel as Paul felt, and labor as he

did.
"
25^7i. Yesterday preached four times

;
third service

at the Poor-House. Sermons, in order to do execution,

must be aimed directly at the heart. They must be

plain, simple, direct
;
the speaker should possess ease,

fervor, strength, and feel strongly the truth, the force of
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truth whicli lie inculcates
;
and when the ambassador of

Christ labors faithfully, then he will do good."
"
2101. Another meeting with seventeen persons for

conversation, with somewhat more solemnity and anx-

ietv."
" This meeting I regard as one of vital importance to

the Church. It is a kind of hospital for sick sinners
;

but to the minister it is a place of awful responsibility ;

he' should have lay-helpers, deacons, or others, like Aaron

and Moses, to hold up his hand."

There is now a break in the journal, but a part of the

following letter to his sister Sophia, will illustrate the

nature of his piety. It is dated

"Theological Seminary, Axdover.

Juhj ISth, 1828.

. ..." I am very sorry to hear that
'

so little anxiety

for the salvation of souls
'

is felt among the good people

of Belchertown
;
that there seems to be an alarming stu-

pidity prevailing in the place : prayer-meetings thinly

attended
;
no Saturday-night meetings ;

'

the gold has

become dim, and the most fine gold changed.' You can-

not, ray sister, feel too deeply that these things ought not

so to he. No doubt vour heart aches for the desolations

around you. So it should. Christians should never

cease to
' watch and pray.' I hope and pray that times

may not long continue as they now are among you. Your

female prayer-meetings must by no means be neglected.

I know that the number that meet is small, but even with

two or three, and with the Lord Jesus in your midst, and

his blessing upon you, it will be good for you to come

together ;
it will be good for you as individuals

;
it will
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be good for your families, for your neigliborliood, for the

Church and the town.
" The number of members on the catalogue of your

church is four hundred and twelve a number large, yet

small. The number of true Christians in such a church

it is beyond the power of man to tell
;
but there is rea-

son to fear that there are some false professors, or at

least some who have greatly backslidden. Some (Achan,

Josh. vii. 1-26) of those who profess not, we hope th^re

are some, who possess true piety. Reckon all you can

for true Christians, and then look around you, and single

out, one by o??e, those who give no evidence of being the

friends of God, and oli, what a heartrending picture do

you see ! Such a sight is dreadful
;
but we must not turn

from it, but stand and gaze on it as our Saviour did on

Jerusalem
; gaze on it till our spirits stir within us, and

we are driven to the secret place to weep and mourn."

By a letter from his sister Lucretia, dated April 18th,

1829, we find he had made know to his relatives his

wishes in reofard to a foreis^n mission. In behalf of the

family she writes :

" In your letter to father and mother

you say, that if it is the will of our Heavenly Father

that you should, it is your present determination to go,

and preach the Gospel to tlie heathen, but are unable to

say as yet to what place or when
;
but wish to know

their feelings on the subject.
'

If it is your wish to go, and you feel that you can be

more useful among the heathen than in your own coun-

try, they can only say to you. Go
; engage in the great

and glorious work with your whole heart
;
and as to the

destination, they wish you to go where you can be most
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useful. Whatever is your wish on the subject, is theirs

also. It would be pleasant for us all to have you settle

in New England ; still, some must go to the heathen,

must leave their home, friends, and country, must cross

the trackless ocean, and suffer hardships with privations

of which we, in a Christian country, know but little but
'

as thy days thy strength shall be.'
"

This seems to be a rare instance where a missionary

has the full concurrence of all his friends, and it can

only be accounted for from the fact that Mr. Bridgman
was greatly blessed in his family relations, they loving

the same glorious cause, and being desirous as he was, to

advance the kingdom of our blessed Redeemer.

The next record in his Journal is dated,

" Theological Se^mina-iiy, Andover,
S2^t. 23^, lS2d.Ecen{?i{/.

" This day brings to a close my regular term of study
in this Seminarv. At 8 o'clock this mornino;, Mr. David

Green, Assistant Secretary of the A, B. C. F. M., called

at my room, and wished to see me alone
;
we immediately

retired to my closet, and Mr. Green introduced the

subject of a mission to China,
" He stated that the Prudential Committee had lonsro

been anxious to send out a missionary to China, and

some of the reasons
;
that at the present time they were

more than ever anxious to effect this
;
Mr. 01}^hant

of New York had made the Committee most liberal

offers, and that they luished to have me undertake the

mission^ etc.

" In reply I told Mr. Green, that the mission was one

in which I felt, and long had felt, a deep interest, but
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had not considered myself as tlie man for that station
;

for I had regarded it as one of great importance and

responsibility, requiring abilities of the very first order
;

and, besides, my own mind liad been turned more to

Southern Europe and Western Asia. I told him, hovr-

ever, that if another man could not be found, and the

misson should, after due consideration, seem to demand

such services as mine, he might expect a favorable reply.

I had much more conversation with him at that time, and

during the day.
" The anniversarv exercises made the dav to all, and to

none more than to me, one of peculiar interest
;
but the

mission pressed on my mind with a mountain's weight ;

it engrossed my whole attention. I conversed with a

few, and spent most of the day in private meditation and

in prayer.
" At 1 2 o'clock called on Madam Porter conversed,

prayed, and bade her farewell, in the evening met with

a few of my brethren, to whom I presented the subject

and asked their advice and prayers.
" Of the exercises of the dav I have no time to remark.

I shall long remember them and the class.

"Andoveb, Sept. 24:th, 1829.

" Eose at 4 o'clock, prayed for divine direction in my
future course, and endeavored to submit my ways to God.

Shall I go to China ? Oh, may the will of the Lord be

done!

"At 10 o'clock left Andover in the stage for Boston,

where I arrived at 2 o'clock. Called on Messrs. Green,

Hill, and Evarts
;
made arrangements to go on to New
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York in the morning stage. In the evening attended

the ordination of sixteen bretliren. After the ordination

went down to Brother Bullard's and passed the night, a

sleepless night to me. Eose next morning at 3.30 o'clock.

''Sept. 2btli. Left Boston this morning at 5 o'clock, a.m.,

in the stag:e coach for New York, via Providence, in

company with Drs. Spring, of New York, and McDowall,
of New Jersey ; also, ladies and gentlemen, strangers. I

kept myself unknown until we stepped into the steamboat

Benjamin Franklin, at Providence, my mind still on the

mission to China. As we passed down to New York, a

good opportunity offered, and I opened the subject which

weighed so much upon me to Dr. Spring ;
also reviewed

the Life of Mills with him, which he much approved.
Became acquainted, also, with S. Y. S. Wilder, Esq.

"Kew York, Sej^t. 2Uh., 1829,

Saturday Evening^ 10 o'clock.

"Arrived in this city this morning at sunrise, called on

Mr. Tracy, and took lodgings at Mr. David Hale's, 57

John St. After breakfast called, with Mr. Tracy, on

Mr. J. Leavitt, Secretary S. F. Society, 156 Front St.
;

also, on Mr. Olyphant, 55 Pine St. While at Mr. Lea-

vitt's, Dr. James M. Matthews came in with the Rev.

David Abeel, to both of whom I was then, for the first

time, introduced. After a very little conversation, Mr.

Leavitt stated to Dr. Matthews that I had come to New
York with a view to the Chinese mission, and at the

same time Dr. Matthews says,
" We have come in to tell

you that Mr. Abeel concludes to enter the service of the

Seaman's Friend Society." After some more conversa-
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tion, a meeting was appointed in tlie evening, at Mr.

Douglass' which meeting, after much conversation and

prayer, was adjourned until Monday, 8 o'clock, at the

same place, September 28th (New York).
"
Yesterday (Sabbath) I attended public worship with

Mr. Olypliant in Mr. Snodgrass' church. In the after-

noon I preached in the Seaman's church
;
the house was

crowded the lower floor males, women in the galleries ;

the audience were attentive and serious. In the even-

ing preached in Mr. Snodgrass' church.
" This mornino' the meetino; was held at Mr. Dousflass' :

present, Drs. Spring and Matthews, Mr. Brigham, Mr. J.

Leavitt, Mr. Geo. M. Tracy, S. V. S. Wilder, Esq., Mr.

Olyphant, and a few others,
" Mr. Wilder was called to the chair, and Mr. Leavitt

chosen Secretary of the meeting, which was opened with

prayer.

"Mr. Abeel and myself were called upon to give a state-

ment of our views and feeliuo's relative to the mission to

China. Mr. Abeel stated that he felt a deep interest in

that country, and was ready, under certain circumstances,

to give himself to it. As the result of my own views and

feeling I announced my determination to engage in the

mission.
" At the request of the meeting, Mr. Abeel and my-

self then retired. On our return, after a few minutes,

they gave us the results of their deliberation, viz. :

they advised me to engage immediately, as I contem-

plated, in the service of the American Board. They ad-

vised Mr. Abeel to engage for one year in the service

of the Seaman's Friend Society, also to confer with the
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American Board to see if tliey would then take him into

their service.

^'Sept. 2dfh. To-day, at 4 p. M., left New York in the

steamboat Benjamin Franklin for Boston. Employed

my time in Dr. Milne's Retrospect, and Dr. Morrison's

Life of Dr. Milne.

^^BelcJierfoivn, Oct. 1st. Left Boston this morning at 1

o'clock, A. M.
;
arrived at home at 5 o'clock, in the even-

ing. By delay of a letter in the Boston postoffice the

family had no knowledge of my going to China
;
of

course, they were not a little surprised when I told them

that I had made arrangements to sail on the 10th from

New York.
'' For special reasons my ordination has been deferred

to the 8th inst., so to bring the business forward I must

see Mr. Coleman. I rode in the evening, with my father,

to Mr. Coleman's house, and arrangements were made

for a meeting of the Council on Monday evening.

^^Od. 2d. Busy in the morning writing letters, sermon,

etc.
; visiting neighbors and friends out of the question.

In the afternoon rode to Amherst with my father, called

on some of the professors, time too short to see the stu-

dents as I wished to do.
"
Oct. 3r/. My commission from the Board is under this

date, and in the following words :

" This is to certify that the Rev. Elijah C. Bridgman
has been appointed a missionary, with special respect to

those who speak the Chinese language, to labor in or

near China, under the direction of the American Board

of Commissioners for Foreio^n Missions.

Boston, Mass. Oct. 3d, 1829. Jer'h Evaets, Cor. Sec,
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"BelcJiertoivn, Oct. 5tJi. Yesterday, for the first time, I

preached at home. In the morning from the text,
"
Now,

then, we are ambassadors for Christ
;

"
in the afternoon,

" Go ye into all the world," etc. The congregation was

solemn, and to me the occasion was one of more than or-

dinary interest. I thought that it might be the last that

I should ever have of calling on many, if not all, who

then heard me to repent and he reconciled to God, and

also of pleading the cause of missions. My feelings are

better conceived than described. Mr. Coleman adminis-

tered the Lord's Supper. In the evening many of my
friends came to my father's. Mr. Coleman was present,

and all my brothers and sisters, Theodore excepted.

We closed the evening with missionary hymns and pray-

ers, and some tears were shed.
"
Oct. bill. This day has had great interest. What is

before me ? I nave no time for long reflections. If I

can obey the will of God, it is all
;

it is enough.
"
Nortliamioton, Oct. 6th. My examination took place at

Dr. Wm. Bridgeman's in the presence of the Council,

after the monthly concert."
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" Go ye into all the tcorld, and 'preach the gospel to every creatureP

o^Iakk xyi. 15.

ORDINATION LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS.

1829 1830.

A T XortbamptoD, where he had passed his examina-
-^-^

tion, dated Oct. 6th, Mr. Bridgman writes :

" This has been a memorable day with me, and can

never be forgotten. In the morning, I devoted what time

I could to retirement
;
kneeled and prayed at the family

altar
;
a friend from Hadley was present with my father's

family. At 10 o'clock met with the Council, and spent

the hour in prayer. Prof. Hitchcock led in the first

prayer, myself in the second. At 11 o'clock repaired to

the meeting-house. The following is a copy of the

doinirs of the Council.

"
Belchertown, Oct. Qth, IF

"At an ecclesiastical council convened in this pla"*'^

letters missive from the Church of Christ in Belchei^^^^'

for the purpose of ordaining Mr. Elijah C. Bridf;/

minister of Christ, and as a missionary to the hea?^

there were present from the Church in Enfield, the Rev.

Joshua Crosby, Senior Pastor, and Deacon Anson Forbes,

delegate ;
from the Second Church in Amherst, the Eev.

2* i.11)
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Nathan Perkins, Pastor
;
from the Church in Iladley,

the Rev. John Woodbridge, D. D., Pastor, and Deacon

Wm. Dickinson, delegate ;
from the Church in Monson,

the Rev. Mr. Ely, Pasotr, and Mr. Lucius Newton, dele-

gate ;
from the Church in Belchertown, the Rev. Lyman

Coleman, Pastor, and Mr. J. M. Spooner, dele-

gate.
" Rev. J. Crosby was chosen Moderator, and Rev. L.

Coleman, Scribe.

"After prayer by the Moderator, Mr. Bridgman

presented certificates of his regular standing in the

Christian Church, of his Theological Education in the

Seminary at Audover, and of his having been duly appro-
bated to preach the Gospel ; together with a communica-

tion from the American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions, certifying that he has been duly ap-

pointed by them, to go forth under their direction to the

heathen, and requesting that he might be solemnly set

apart for that service.
"
Having examined Mr. Bridgman, and obtained satis-

faction respecting his religious sentiments, his experience

and his views, both in entering the ministry, and engag-

ing in the service of a missionary to the heathen, the

cil voted unanimously that the ordination should

place to-morrow at 11 o'clock, and proceeded to

the several parts of the ordaining service, which

arried out the following day, at the time ap-

dd."

On this exercise, Mr. Bridgman goes on to remark in

his Journal :

" The impression of the ordaining services on my own
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mind can never be obliterated. I was then at the very

altar where I had been baptized in infancy. At the age

of twelve, through the mercy of God, I there recognized

his covenant, by joining myself to the professed people

of God. These, with manv other considerations, added

interest to the occasion.
" Nor can I forget the farewell scene at home, to say

nothino: of others ; the immediate familv circle were all

present, with neiglibors, Drs. Humphrey and Woodbridge,
Prof. Hitchcock, etc.

" Left home about sunset
;
Brother Geo. Filer brought

me to Northampton, and then returned. Called in the

evening on Dr. and Mrs. Walker. When I took leave,

the Dr. presented me with a pocket Testament.
^^

Albany ^
Oct. 1th. Left Northampton last evening at

12, passing through Chesterfield, Pittsfield, and New
Lebanon

;
we arrived in the city soon after sunset, in the

mail coach. In the evening attended the meeting of the

A. B. C. F. M.
;

heard Dr. Alexander
;

after meeting

went with Mr. Evarts
;
met with several members of the

Committee, Dr. Woods, Dr. Fay, and Dr. AVisner
;
was

introduced to Dr. Beecher
;
he gave me a letter of in-

troduction to a friend of his in Canton. We had a season

of prayer.
" New York, Oct. m7i.(At Mr. Douglass'.)

" At sunrise, yesterday morning, I called on Mr. Evarts,

and received from him a letter' of instructions from the

Prudential Committee. Left Albany in the steamboat

at 10 o'clock. At the opening of the Board which I

attended, Dr. Spring led in prayer. Met with H. G. 0.

Dwight."
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The followinof is the letter of instructions :

" To the Rev. Elijah C. Bridgman :

"Dear Sir, The Prudential Committee, in appoint-

ino^ you to the first mission from the American Church,

for intruducing the Gospel among the Chinese, feel that

they have appointed you to a service of great interest

and responsibility. The preaching of the Gospel under

any circumstances, is a very serious work
;
if the preacher

reflected that it ^yill be a savor of life unto life unto life,

or of death unto death, to tliose who hear it, and that

his own state of feeling, his example, and the exhibitions

of character which he makes, may prepossess men in

favor or against the truth. But there is a peculiar re-

sponsibility of a similar kind resting on the man who
makes tlie first offer of the Gospel to a heathen people,

and whose preaching is perhaps the only statement they
have of its doctrines, and whose character and example
are the only exhibition they have of its practical in-

fluence.
"
You, dear sir, seem called in the providence of God,

to stand in nearly this attitude with respect to an im-

mense population. Every step you take may affect their

destinies. The work of brinorinQ^ them under the sancti-

fying and saving influence of the Gospel may be hastened,

or retarded, or stopped for years, according as you show

yourself, active, judicious, and faithful, or the reverse.

There is, perhaps, no service in the Christian Church at

the present day, that could be assigned to any man,
which opens a wider field, affords opportunities for more

varied and painful exertion, or contemplates greater
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results. Do not let your mind waver on this point. Tlie

Gospel will some day or other triumph over the Chinese

empire, and its vast population be given to Christ.

Encourage yourself with this thought, and let a holy
enthusiasm be kindled in you, exerting every power of

your soul to strenuous effort and unwearied perseverance,
with the hope that you, as a soldier of Christ may soon

have part in such achievement.
" Your labors as a missionary to the Chinese will not

be limited in their present or future influence, even to

China. People from that empire are scattered in great
numbers throughout all the adjacent countries and

islands
;
and are exerting influence and affording facili-

ties for communication. China, if it should embrace

Christianity or tolerate its introduction, would open
access to almost all Eastern and Southern Asia and

Polvnesia.
" In giving you instructions respecting your plans and

labors, the Committee do not feel that they are in posses-

sion of facts enough relative to what your situation will

be as a missionary in such an untried field, to be very

specific. The details must be left to your own judgment,
aided by such counsel as Providence may afford you ; you
will avail yourself, especially, of the advice of the

Key. Dr. Morrison, of the London Miss. Society. His

long residence in China and the adjacent countries, his

acquaintance with the character of the people, both

native and foreign, with whom you will come in contact,

and his observations and experience, and his information

respecting the countries the mode of gaining access to

the people, and of pursuing your studies, will make it
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very desirable that jou should consult him relative to

all important movements.
"
If vou should not find Dr. Morrison at Canton on

your arrival, the Committee would wish you very soon to

visit him, if practicable, without too great expense or loss

of time, and if not, to obtain his views relative to your
labors by correspondence.

" The Committee suppose that your attention will be

specially directed for some years to the acquisition of the

Chinese language. In this labor you will avail yourself

of all the helps within your reach
;
and you will select

what seems to be the best place for the accomplishment
of this object ;

unless it should call you away too entirely,

and for too long a time from a place where you might be

doing great good in other ways, and make tolerable pro-

gress in your studies at the same time. The Committee

would prefer to have you reside at Canton
;
but this may

be an unfavorable place for the acquisition of the langu-

age ;
and even your opportunities for gaining access to the

people, and doing good in the character of a missionary,

may be fewer than in some other place. While studying

the language it may be best for you to spend a year or

two, or some part of the year, at the Anglo- Chinese Col-

lege in Malacca. But it is hoped that Canton or Macao

may be the place of your general or permanent residence.
"
Anotlier class of labors, to which the Committee sup-

pose you can profitably devote a part of your time and

attention, is the distribution of tracts and hoolcs, and espe-

cially of the Holy Scriptures.
" While the Chinese government will not tolerate the

public preaching of the Gospel, the great means of intro-
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ducing a knowledge of the Gospel are printed tracts and

books. Many of them adapted to your purpose you will

find ready prepared to your hand by those who have la-

bored in the field before you. In these labors you will

need much judgment in order not to counteract yourself

and shut the door against your own exertions.
"
Conversing with individuals and small circles respect-

ino: the doctrines and duties of Christianitv, is another

kind of labor, on which to some extent you may probably
enter immediately, by means of your interpreters or

instructors.
" You may have opportunity, more or less frequently,

of preaching on the Sabbath, and at other times to assem-

blies of English and American merchants or seamen.

The Committee would not have you neglect these
;

though, as you are expected to be accompanied by one

whose labors will be especially directed to this class of

persons, so much of your time and strength will not be

devoted to them as would otlierwise be expected. You

may, however, often have opportmiities of preaching the

Gospel to this class of your fellow-sinners, of which you
will avail yourself when separated from your companions
in labor.

" You will, doubtless, find it for your own spiritual ben-

efit, as well as a hopeful means of communicating spiritual

benefit to others, to hold social worship on the Sabbath,

with prayer, reading the Scriptures, or some other devo-

tional book, religious conversation or preaching, even if

only two or three can be assembled.
'' In your intercourse with foreign merchants and sea-

men, be frank, courteous and affectionate ; but, do not at
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any time lose, or appear to lose, the seriousness and so-

licitude for their spiritual welfare which becomes the

ambassador of Christ to sinners. Let it always be evi-

dent to them, that you are ever mindful of their condition

as sinners, of their immortality, and of the retributions

of eternity. Administer Christian instruction, reproof

and consolation, with judgment. Be affectionate, while

you are faithful. Sympathize with them in all times

of affliction. Be attentive and kind, and be especially

ready with the instructions and consolations of the

Gospel in seasons of sickness and death. Do this from the

prompting of your own feelings, without waiting to be

solicited.
"
But, amidst your other labors, keep in mind that your

primary object is to introduce the Gospel among the

Chinese. It may be long, if your life should be spared,

before you will see much fruit of your labors
;
even if you

should arrive at old age and continue in that held, you

may never witness so much advance as to be permitted

to preach a sermon publicly within the limits of the em-

pire. There may be a very great and honorable w^ork

to be done before that point shall be attained
;
a work

in which many valuable lives may be worn out, and to

good purpose. Do not feel that you will live in vain if

you accomplish nothing more than to open the field, call

the attention of the churches and of laborers to it, and

prepare the instruments for facilitating the labor of your

successors. The obstacles now in the way must be re-

moved, and preparatory work must be performed. Still,

we do not feel that a long period must necessarily elapse

before the power of the Gospel shall be witnessed in
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China
; thougli we are not to look for any miraculous

interference in the case, yet the providence of God may
soon open a wide and effectual door. The political revo-

lutions of the last thirty years may be only the precursors

of others which shall extend their influence to govern-
ments that have been the lousiest and most securelv es-

tablished. Labor not as without hope. Feel that the

government of God is supreme, and his mercy is bound-

less
;
that the hearts of kings are in his hands, and He

will fulfill his promise to his Son.
" In a work of such vast extent you will find yourself

almost alone. You will have few to counsel, to share

the responsibility and labor with you, or to sympathize
with you in your perplexities. Cultivate an intimate

friendship with any Christian missionary whom Provi-

dence may bring in your way. Such an acquaintance

will be for your own personal advantage and the advan-

tage of your cause. Cultivate the same spirit with them

so far as they have the spirit of Christ, and cooperate

with others in their labors so far as they appear likely

to promote his glory, and rejoice with them in their

success.

"In tlie want of Christian friends and counselors, main-

tain the most intimate acquaintance with God. Lay all

your plans and labors, all your perplexities and sins, be-

fore him. Read his Word, keep his Sabbaths, and daily

offer spiritual sacrifices on his altars. Do not peruse the

Bible merely as a book to be studied
; peruse it for de-

votional purposes, trying yourself by it, laboring after an

entire conformity to its requisitions, and resting satisfied

with nothing short of this. Acquire clear notions of the
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preciousness and indispensable importance of Christ and

his salvation to yourself, and to all men. Let it be a

matter of thorough conviction. Let this, also, be a point
settled in your mind, that nothing but the Spirit of God
can sustain you in your arduous undertaking, and furnish

you with wisdom, zeal and strength requisite to make

you a good missionary to the end.
''

Keep clearly before you, also, the actual character and

condition of the heathen as the objects of God's moral

government, the prospect before them, and their relation

to Christ and his atonement. Think what He has

done for them, and how ineffectual it will be if his

followers do not convey to them a knowledge of the

Gospel.
"
It is to be hoped that your mission may have much

effect to increase the spirit of Christian enterprise in this

country. Communications from missionaries, especially

from those in the larger and more important fields, have

been the means of awakening whatever of missionary,

spirit is now felt in Christendom. The heathen are thus

brought into view, and almost into contact, with the

churches.
"
In regard to the extent and interest of the field into

which you are entering, you will have an advantage over

most of your brethren. It will, therefore, be desirable

that you make as full communications respecting the

character, condition, manners, and rites of the people,

especially so far as these things are affected by their re-

ligion, as your labors and other circumstances will

permit.
" With these instructions and exhortations, the Com-
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mittee commend you to God, and the word of his

grace.

(Signed.)
" Jeremiah Eyarts,

"
Clerk of the Prudential Committee.

"Albany, Oct. 7th, 1829."

" At 10 A. M., went on board the steamboat '

Albany,'
for Xew York

;
had every variety of passengers ;

all

strangers but Brother Allen.
'' The day was very fine. We passed many boats and

small ships as we went down the river. The route was

new to me, but it far surpasses description. The scenery

through the Higlilands was most grand and imposing.
"We reached New York about 11 p. m. Sleep on board,

that nieht. who could. I went straisrht to Mr. Dous-lass',

where I found a good resting-place.
" Ascertained this morning that the ship was not to

sail until next week. After breakfast, called on several

friends, and, with Mr. Tracy, began to make arrange-
ments for sailing."

"
October 10 fh. I passed this evening at Mr. D.'s, in

company with Mr. Olyphant. I have never met with

such a man as Mr. O. If all our merchants were such

men, religion and piety and the cause of missions would

be greatly promoted."
"
Monday evening, Oct. 12th. The ship sails on Wed-

nesday. Yesterday m.orning attended Dr. Spring's. Dr.

Codman preaclied. In the afternoon I was at Mr. Snod-

grass's church. In the evening there was a public mis-

sionary meeting. My instructions were read, and ad-

dresses delivered. The impression of the meeting was
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good. Dr. Alexander's address was to the purpose.

Met several friends. Br. H. G. 0. Dwight passed the

ni2:ht with me."
" lUh. Completed mj arrangements, and at 12 o'clock

came on board ship, in company with Capt. Lavender,

Rev. J. Evarts, Eev. J. J. Leavitt, Hev. D. A. Clark, C.

W. Allen, and others.
" When on board, at the request of Capt. Lavender, all

the crew were called to the cabin
;
the Rev. Mr. Clark

then led in prayer. He prayed for the Chinese, for sea-

men, for missionaries, for the captain and his crew, for

our friends, and closed by commending us all to God.
" Mr. Evarts then had a few minutes' conversation with

Mr. Abeel and myself, in which he urged us to be united,

and cherish each other as brethren ; to devote ourselves

w?iolly to our work, and to he faithful and exact in all

our labors, acquisitions, and statements.
" The company then assembled on deck, sang a hymn,

and bade us farewell
;
a solemn and instructive scene."



CHAPTER IV.

" The great and wide sea . . . there go the
ships.''''

Psalm civ. 25, 26.

VOYAGE EMPLOYMENTS ANXIETY OBSERVATION
SCENES AT SEA THUNDER STORM THE STEWARD
METHOD OF READING MR. ABEEL COUNSELED THE NEW
YEAR DEDICATORY PRAYER WHAT LED HIM TO BE
A MISSIONARY ARRIVES AT MACAO AT CANTON.

1829 1830.

TTT'HEX we move in a line with the order of God's
' ^

providence, we move with speed and power, and

all nature is subservient to the service of man.

There must first be the heart-purpose to do God's will,

and then that will, by his providence and teaching, will

be made known. With Mr. Bridgman there was but one

single aim, which is apparent from the beginning to the

close of his earthlv career.

By following his Journal we are led to see daily the

development of the holy principle which governed his

life the glory of God and the salvation of men.

Mr. Bridgman was blessed in having such a Christian

companion as Mr. Abeel
; they were both aiming at one

great object, the glory of God. After a few days of

sea-sickness they consulted together about having daily

worship established, in which they obtained the consent

3* (29)



30 ELIJAH COLEJfAN BPJDG2TAN.

of the captain after they were well out to sea. They
alternated, in preaching on the Sabbath and usually had

a good attendance both of their fellow-passengers and

the crew. Mr. Bridgman's feelings were often strongly

exercised in relation to the souls of his fellow-bein2:s on

board ship, and he, with Mr. Abeel, were allowed to use

personal efforts among the men. He had also frequent

conversation with the captain and his fellow-passengers,

several young merchants from New York, which was

received in the spirit in which it was intended. He was

watchful over his appetite
"
keeping the body in sub-

jection.''

During the voyage nothing escaped his notice which

varied its monotony : sometimes it was, that an attack

from pirates was apprehended, and then there was a

preparation of fire-arms
; again, a school of whales in

sight ;
at another, a shark was caught, and the bustle,

stir and interest consequent upon that. He rose early,

and divided his time thus : 1st, devotion
; 2d, exercise

on deck : 3d, study of Chinese, Greek and Hebrew
;

4th, reading, etc., etc. The Holy Scriptures were his

daily study, and yet he remarks,
"
I need more system,

and close application, and more communion with God."

Those who have been at sea, know that there are

wonderful exhibitions of God's power there
;
and how

in contrast with this, one feels the impotency of a human

arm.

We are cut off entirelv from the rest of creation, with

the vast expanse of waters beneath, and the bright and

beautiful heavens over us. The eye of the Christian

gazing above and around beholds a smiling God. " The
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clouds are his chariot/' we see Him riding there in

majesty and beauty, looking down with love upon the

world he has redeemed. At his bidding, the breezes fan

us gently, or with speed waft us over the bosom of the

deep.

But He, also,
'^

layeth the beams of his chambers in the

waters," and the scene changes, he raiseth the stormy
wind then come those raging waves of the sea, that

seem ready to engulf the ship with all on board, in one

mighty, watery abyss, that grave without a monument,
where many sleep, and from which they shall come forth

at the sound of the last trump. The struggling bark

goes up to the heights, and down to the depths of these

mountain-waves
;

but at the appointed time, God

speaks and says,
" Peace

;
be still."

" Then are they glad
because they be quiet, so ho bringeth them unto their

desired haven."

The following is from the Journal describing a thun-

der-storm :

"
5th. At 4 p. M. we had a shower of thunder and light-

ning ;
there were three peals of thunder in quick succes-

sion. The lightning preceding the second peal seemed to

burst directly over the ship. At the time of the lightning
I was sitting in the round-house. About two or three

minutes after the first flash was the second, and to mv

perception resembled the firing of a pistol close to the

ear, but the next moment the peal of thunder followed.
" Some of the passengers and men were on deck. The

steward was at the galley, and as he says, reaching out

his hand to take a knife and spoon from the cook, when
the fluid burst, and the first I saw as I looked towards

m
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them was the steward rubbing his arm and saying he

was struck.
" How easy might Jehovah with his thunderbolts sink

us in the bottom of the ocean. The steward said,
' God

sent the lio^htmno- because we were so wicked. Them
men lied to me to-day, they ought to be struck, not I.'

I told him we all deserved the wrath of God, to which

he replied,
' So do I, when them men acted so to-day

about the molasses, I thought I would not forgive them

very soon
;
now God has struck me for it.' Truly we

may say,
' He directeth his lightning unto the ends of the

earth. He thundereth with the voice of his excellency.^

Job xxxvii. 3, 4."

Mr. Bridgman often made copious extracts of what he

read on the voyage, some of them very interesting He

particularly informed himself how far the influence of

Christianity had been seen and felt in India and other

heathen countries. Every exercise of his mind seems

directed to his qualifications as a minister and mission-

ary of the Cross.

Mr. Abeel's health was very feeble
;
at one time he

wished to stop at the Cape of Good Hope. The Journal

says :

^^ Dece^nher 12th. Had more conversation with Mr.

Abeel respecting his stopping at the Cape of Good

Hope. For the present I cannot advise him to think of

it
; however, as he is very solicitous on the subject, I ad-

vise him to make it a special subject of prayer, endeav-

oring myself also to seek for him the direction of God.

The greatest possible wisdom is needed for one in my
situation, not only in giving advice in the present case
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but also in all my conduct
; for, small as I am, my con-

duct will, no doubt, affect many, perhaps all China, nay,

perhaps the ivliole icorld. Who is sufficient for these

things ? p
"In view of my personal. responsibility, it will be best

for me to draw up a few plain rules and maxims, or

rather rules and admonitions, taken from Scripture,
or clearly implied therein, which I will take and read

every morning, receiving them as directly from the hand
of my God and Father, and Jesus Christ my Lord and

Saviour."
"
31^^. The last day of the year all its actions to be

recorded on high there to await the judgment of the

Great Day.
" When one stands and looks across life's narrow vale

and strains to catch some glimpses of the regions of

Eternity, how do the circumstances of days and years
seem to sink into nothing : and yet with man everything

through the blessing and grace of God is depending on

the few days and months and years of our earthly pil-

grimage. Oh, that I might be the Lord's forever. To-

morrow I will endeavor to devote to special meditation,

fasting and prayer, in reference to the ensuing year. An
hour or two may be devoted to Chinese study, the rest

I wish to make sacred to religious purposes."

This closes the year 1829.

" On board ship Roman, at sea,

January 1st, 1830, S. L. 59 4', E. L. 58'.

"dedicatory prayer.

" Unto thee, God, I would dedicate myself anew
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tliis day. Tliine may I be, all the days of my life, thine

in death, and thine forever.

"And wilt Thou, Father, Maker of Heaven and

Earth, be my God, and my Father, eve* protecting me
and supplying all my wants !

" And wilt Thou, Emanuel, my Lord and my God, be

my Saviour, my Redeemer, and my Advocate on High !

"And wilt Thou, blessed Comforter, Holy Ghost,

Spirit of Trutli, sanctify me wholly, and abide with me
forever !

"As I now look back and review the past, and antici-

pate the future, wilt Thou, God, help me to do it with

right feelings ! All in the past which has been sinful,

and all in which I have been deficient, wilt Thou for

Christ's sake forgive, and help me to profit by the past,

and gain wisdom for the future !

"

At the beginning of the year 1830, Mr.Bridgman enters

into a review of the past what led him to become a

missionary. At the age of eleven, after his conversion,

he read missionary intelligence about the heathen their

condition wants the success of missionaries, etc., his

feelings were enlisted, so much so that he remarked to a

young convert,
"
I should love to go and preach the Gos-

pel to the Armenians." While in college his interest

increased.
" Soon after I went to Andover," he says,

"
I

thought it was time to settle the question, either to give

myself up to it or abandon the subject altogether."

During his first year at xbidover his wishes became

purposes, and he resolved that if God in his providence
should open the way,

''
to go to the hecdlieny " The exer-

cises of my mind," he remarks,
" were somewhat like
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those Tvhich I had when I was determining the question

whether I would follow Christ or not."

On the 6th of January, 1830, came the joyful sound of

Land, ho ! land ! land ! St. Paul's ! In passing through
the islands there was a good deal to occupy attention

and many observations and reflections. The first intima-

tion of nearing land was a "
butterfly," and then a "

grass-

hopper," and not long after, Mr. B. remarks,
"
I saw for

the first time the East Indies."
" Wi. To-day I had a near view of

'

heathens' in their

native simjMcity, they were from Aujer and wanted to

trade
;
their boat was a hollow tree

; they were very

savage in appearance, of a dark copper color. I shall never

forget the scene, nor the impression it made upon me."

The approach of the Chinese boats, and a sight of the

people among whom he was to have his future home, in-

terested him greatly, and occupied not only his waking
but his sleeping ho^rs.

The Roman anchored at Lintin on the 19th of Febru-

ary, and, on the 22d, he with some of his fellow passen-

gers went to Macao in a native boat. Here they were

received by Mrs. Morrison,
" who during the whole of

our stay," Mr. Bridgman remarks,
" treated us with the

utmost hospitality, and made us most heartily welcome."

On the 25th they left Macao in a Chinese boat, which

he describes the simple fare of the boatmen their use

of chop-sticks, etc.
" At noon," he says,

" we were in sight

of the shipping at Whampoa." But they could not get to

Canton in native boats without a special loermit, so they

were furnished with a ship's boat. He proceeds to say :

'' The sun was just throwing his last rays on the lofty
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pagodas along the river, and on the mountain-tops in the

rear of Canton, as we left Whampoa. Before we reached

the city, daylight had faded away completely before us

in the west, which served at length to make more con-

spicuous the floating habitations lighted up with lamps,

wliich began now to thicken around us on every side.

Huge junks appearing in all the rudeness of antiquity,

and boats great and small, almost without number, plying

in every direction, or at rest sometimes in groups, and

sometimes in long rows like streets, presented a view

wholly unique and indescribable. At nine o'clock in the

evening we arrived safely at the American Factory in the

suburbs of Canton."



CHAPTEE V.

*' Tiie Lord shall i^reserve thy going out, and thy coming in^frvm
this timeforth and even forevermorey PsALii cxxi. 8.

MR. D. W. C. OLTPHAXT LETTER AN INTERVIEW WITH

DR. MORRISON VISIT TO THE TEMPLE OF HONAN
LEANG-AFAH.

D
1830.

W. C. OLYPHAXT, a mercliant of New York,

mav be considered the father of the American

Mission to China. Not only did he assume responsibil-

ities in its beginning (as will appear in his letter of in-

troduction for Mr. Bridgman), but ever remained its firm

and faithful friend to the end of his life
;
and when his

Father in Heaven called him to
" come up hither," the

same spirit of liberality was manifested by his sons in

extending the Gospel in China.
" Their father's friend

they forsook not," nor tlie cause which engrossed his

heart. Personal friendship, as well as interest in the

cause of missions, continued unabated, and their ships

have borne many a messenger of the Gospel of Peace to

and from the far off-land of Sinim.

Copy of a letter from Mr. D. W. C. Olyphant :

"New York, Oct. ISth, 1829.
" Charles IST. Talbot, Esq. :

" My Dear Sir, I have the pleasure of introducing to

4 (87)
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you the Rev. E. C. Briclgman, who goes out to China,

commissioned by the American Board of Commissioners

for Foreign Missions to act there as their missionary,

and devoted to the cause for life. His principal object

at the first will be to acquire the language, and to fit

himself for a teacher of God in that tongue, though he

will, as circumstances require, preach the Gospel to for-

eign residents.
" The Board came to a determination to commence

their labors in China, in consequence of my offer of a

passage and a home in China for a year to one who would

undertake the work. This is my engagement with the

Board in reference to Mr. Bridgman, and to you I must

look to fulfill it for me, providing him a room, a servant,

his washing, and a seat at your table, at my expense.
" As you know my views on this subject, and my inten-

tions, I need not here enter into explanation. To such

other supplies of money as Mr. Bridgman may require for

accomplishing the object of his mission, the Board have

given him a letter of credit, and I will thank you to ne-

gotiate his drafts upon them on the most favorable terms.
"
Commending Mr. Bridgman to your kind hospitalities,

and believing that you will rejoice in your instrumental-

ity in paying the debt of the American churches, too long
in arrears to the Chinese,

"
Looking to God for his blessing,

"
I remain, dear sir, sincerely yours,

D. W. C. OLYPHANT."

"Feb. 2Qt7i. We are now in China within the do-

minions of the man who rules over three hundred mil-
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lions of human beings. Hither the Lord hath brought

us in safety, and here \rould we humbly acknowledge and

record his manifold mercies
;
in his name set up our ban-

ners, and cast ourselves on that arm, without which the

mighty are nothing, with which the feeblest can do all

things.
"
During the morning, we had the pleasure of calls

from a number of the residents, for whom we had letters

of introduction. At Dr. Morrison's request, we went

with him to his rooms. The specific object of our com-

ing to China we stated in few words
;
and it was con-

cluded that, with the leave of Divine Providence, Mr.

Abeel should preach the next Sabbath, in the American

factories, and that arrangements should be made, as soon

as possible, to hoist the Bethel flag at Whampoa ;
that

the other should sit down immediately to the study of

the language, assisting occasionally in the Sabbath serv-

ices, either here or on ship.
" The foreign factories, in one of which we now have

our home, are but a little distant from the southwest cor-

ner of the city, in latitude 23 VW N., longitude 113

14^ E. of Greenwich, on the north bank of the river,

which is here about fifty rods wide. They are called by
the Chinese sliap-sam-liong the thirteen factories. With

the exception of two or three narrow streets, they make

one solid block
;
each factory extends in length through

the whole breadth of the block, and each has its peculiar

name, which, if not always appropriate, is intended by

the Chinese to be a fortunate one. Thus, one is called

' The assembled righteousness factory ;

'

another,
' The

factory that insures tranquillity ;

'

a third,
' The factory
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of wide fountains.' Each is divided into four or five

liongs, each factor occupying one or more, according to

circumstances. They are all built of brick or granite,

two stories high, and present rather a substantial front,

and, with the flags of different countries, form a striking

and, to the stranger, a pleasing contrast with the native

ensign and architecture of the
'

Celestial Empire.'
"
21th. Made arrangements, and commenced de novo

the study of the Chinese language. Received all neces-

sary helps from Dr. Morrison
; viz., books, including an

order for a copy of his dictionary and the loan of one

pro tern., vocabulary of the Canton dialect, Chinese

Bible, &c., \\i^ personal instruction, and an invitation to

sit awhile, daily, at his table, and study with Lo-seen-

sang.
" 31arch 1st. Yesterday, at 11 A. M., we had public

worship in the American Factory, where Dr. M. has

usually held these services for some years. Mr. Abeel

preached ;
about twenty Americans and English were

present, and one Chinese, A-see, who has been in Amer-

ica, and who, I think, has professed his belief in Chris-

tianity. The whole number of foreio-ners resident here

is about seventy-five, and the whole number of annual

visitors who speak the English language, 4,000 ;
also

many Lascars, and fifty or sixty Parsees. These latter

are a remnant of the ancient Persians, and worship as

their fathers did.

"March Sd, Wednesday. To-day Dr. M. proposed
to us to visit, with him, the Idol Temple at Honam. This

temple is situated on the island opposite the European
Factories, commonly called the Honam Joss-house. Joss
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is a Chinese corruption of the Portuguese vford Deos. It

was here, in 1817, that the gods and deified heroes of

the Middle Kingdom gave place to Lord Amherst and

suite, and where the chaplain of that embassy adminis-

tered the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Dr. Morri-

son, who was with us, then had his residence with Lord

Amherst, in one of the apartments of the temple, and

pointed out and explained the various parts and inscrip-

tions of the buildings ;
he also has given the following

legend :

" The Honam Joss-house was originally a family garden.
A priest, named Che-quet, commenced a small temple to

Buddha, some sav about ei^ht thousand vears ao'O, and

called it
' The Temple of a Thousand Autumns.' It re-

mained an obscure place till the close of the late dynasty,
when a priest of eminent devotion raised its character.

His pupil, Oh-tsze, by superior talents and sanctity, to-

gether with a concurrence of extraordinary circum-

stances, raised the temple to its present magnificence and

extent.
"
During the reign of Kang-hi, the second of the pres-

ent dynasty, A. D. ITOO, Canton province was not fully

subjugated, and a son-in-law of the emperor reduced the

whole to his father's sway, and took up his headquarters
in the Honam temple, according to Tartar and Chinese

usage. There were thirteen villages on the island, which

he had orders to externtinate^ for their opposition to the

imperial edict. Just before carrying into efi*ect this

order, the king, a bloodthirsty man, cast his eyes on

Oh-tsze, a fat, happy priest, and remarked that, if he lived

on vegetable diet, how could he be so fat ? he must be a

4*
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hypocrite, and should be punished with death. He drew

his sword, to execute with his own arm the sentence, but

his arm suddenly stiffened, and he was stopped from his

purpose. That night a divine person appeared to him in

a dream, and assured him that Oh-tsze was a holy man,

adding,
' You must not unjustly kill him.'

" The next morning the king presented himself before

Oh-tsze, confessed his crime, and his arm was immedi-

ately restored. He then did obeisance to the priest, and

took him for his preceptor and guide ; also, morning and

evening, waited on him as his servant.
" The thirteen villages now heard of this miracle and

solicited the priest to intercede in their behalf, that they

might be rescued from the sentence of extermination.
" The priest interceded, and the king listened to him,

answering thus :

'

I have revoked an imperial order to

exterminate these rebels, but since you, my master, say

they now submit, be it so
; however, I must send the troops

round the country before I can write to the emperor ;
I

will do so, and then beg that they may be spared.'
" Their gratitude to the priest was unbounded, and

estates, incense, and money were poured in upon him.

The king also persuaded his officers to make donations to

the temple, and it became affluent from that day.
" Such the Chinese believe to be the true history of

the Honam Joss-house, which is indeed one of the largest

and most magnificent of the many in and about Canton.

It includes an area of several acres, surrounded by a high

wall. The number of priests at the present time is more

than one hundred and fiftv. The idols are numerous, and

some of them huge and ugly. The buildings consist of
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pavilions, halls and cells. One of the largest is called

the great, powerful and precious palace, and contains the

three Buddhas, the past^ present and to come three large

images of Buddha arranged alongside of each other, and

by them, right and left, there are eighteen other images,

the disciples of Buddha, called Shap-pat-lo-hau. The Tar-

tar family now on the throne of China, says its monarclis

are the Shap-pat-lo-hau of Buddha, appearing again in the

world according to their ideas of metempsychosis. In

one of the apartments there is a printing-office, with a

large amount of wooden types ; also, a bookstore, in

which are religious and moral books for sale. In an

apartment of the priest, whose servant had been our

guide, we were served with tea and sweetmeats. He
com^ersed with Dr. Morrison in the Mandarin fluently,

making m.any excuses about his homely fare, but appeared

ignorant both of this world and the next. We thanked

and rewarded him for his hospitality, and left him as we
found him, a miserable idolater.

*' March 25tJi. This evening had the pleasure of being
introduced to Leang-afah. He bears distinctly the image
of his divine Lord and Master.

*' He read in his native tongue the 10th chapter of

Luke, and closed by a fervent and appropriate prayer,
the sentiments of which Dr. Morrison repeated for our

edification. If the same ideas and impressions which he

expressed in regard to the second verse were generally
entertained by Christians, the laborers would not be so

disproportioned in numbers to the extensive harvest.
'

Pray ye, therefore, that the Lord of the harvest will

send forth laborers into his harvest.'
"
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In addressing the Secretary, Mr. Bridgman writes :

"
Dr. Morrison has done us great kindness, and afforded

us every assistance in his power. Besides what I have

received on the score of personal instruction, he has

given me an order on his booksellers in England for a

copy of the Chinese Dictionary, and until I can receive

that, has loaned me one from the library of tlie English

Company ;
he has also given me some tliirty or forty

volumes of Chinese books, all, and more than all, that are

necessary for immediate use.
*'

These, v>dth other substantial tokens of regard which

I need not mention here, from Dr. and Mrs. Morrison,

will, it is to be hoped, call forth in return proper expres-

sions from your missionary, and bind him more closely to

the common cause. . . .

" An interview we had, the other evening, with Leang-

afah, whose communication and a letter from Dr. Morri-

son, I shall enclose, was very interesting. We were

happily disappointed in his appearance, and in the spirit

and temper which he manifested. His place of resi-

dence for the present is fifty or one hundred miles west

of Canton, where he is engaged in teaching and preach-

ing the Gospel from house to house, and, to some extent,

in printing and circulating Christian books. He has not

labored in vain, nor without persecution, for he has been

spoiled of his goods, imprisoned and scourged. But his

zeal and courage remain unchecked, and he is prepared,

we trust, if need be, to lay down his life for a defence

and a testimony of the truth."

Dr. Morrison's letter, addressed to the Corresponding

Secretary of the A. B. C. F. M., dated March 25th of



LETTER FR02I LEANO -AFAK 45

this year, corroborates Mr. Bridgman's statement of the

assistance rendered him in his studies, and of this visit

of the native evangelist.

Dr. Morrison says, "Leang-afah has written a few

lines in his own manner, to yourself, which Mr. Bridg-

man will enclose.
" The native Christian says that,

'

among those who

love tlie Saviour, difference of country makes no distinc-

tion.' Tliis is the principle upon which I act
;
and

therefore the missionary from New England is as much

an object of my respect and regard as if he came from

Old England. Whatever divine Providence may enable

me to do for your missionaries will be done, both as a

duty and a pleasure."

Letter from Leang-afah, translated by Dr. Morri-

son :

" The Gospel of truth is the gracious proclamation of

the Most High God to be made knoAvn to all nations

under Heaven
;
to cause all men to know the import of

this gracious proclamation for th.e obedience of faith, that

they may avoid the everlasting misery of the soul.

"
Hence, without any distinctions of nations, all who

ardently love and reverence the Saviour, ought to delight

to assist in disseminating among all nations the truths of

the Gospel. They who have the talent of wisdom or

knowledge ; they who have genius or great abilities,

should assist it with their genius and ability ; they who

have money, should assist it with their money.
" At present, in China, there is an abundant popula-

tion, but the preachers of the Gospel are few. And

those who may desire to hear the Gospel, should they de-
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light to ascertain its import, have not many to instruct

and guide them.
"
If a teacher be in that place he cannot be in this

place also. Therefore, let all in your honored nation,

who have warm hearts and delight to assist the Gospel
of the Saviour, send a few more shepherds to China to

promulgate the Gospel, in order to deliver the Chinese

from their bewildered ways, and pluck their souls from

everlasting suffering."
"
Thus, in the first place, they who do so will be yield-

ing obedience to the command of our Lord
;
in the next

place, they will be fulfilling the duty of loving their

neighbor as themselves
; and, in the third place, relying

on the merits of the Saviour, in the life to come, their

own souls shall have a place in the Temple of Heaven,

and eternally enjoy inexhaustible blessings. Is there no

beauty or excellence in this ?

" To the venerable teacher of righteousness, Mr.

Evarts.
" Tenth year of the reign of Taoukwang, 3d moon, 2d

day."



CHAPTER VI.

" So teach us to nuniber our days that we may apply our hearts unto

wisdom''' Psalm ix. 12.

PUBLIC TTOESHIP BIRTHDAY EEFLECTIOXS VISIT TO

MOTTQUA BEHEADIXG LIST OF MISSIONARIES IX THE

EAST MR. B. BEGIXS TO READ IX CHINESE VISIT

TO MACAO MORE LABORERS LETTERS.

1830.

*' \ PRIL 12th. The duty and importance of sustain-

-^^
ing public worship on the Sabbath, among a

Christian people, cannot always depend upon the number

who can or may attend. The Saviour has promised his

presence when but two or three meet in his name. Re-

ligious services were performed last Lord's day as usual
;

we were but four in all.

"
22cZ. My birthday. Have completed my twenty-

ninth year. Who can tell what a day may bring forth.

By the rapid flight of years, may I be admonished to

work while the dav lasts, and to wait on the Lord con-

tinually. Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and He

shall strengthen thine heart
; wait, I say, on the Lord.

"
3Iay 1st. Arrived at Macao on the 19th inst., in

the Steamer Forbes, the first ship of the kind that has

(4'7)
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ever visited these shores. She's a wonder to the Chinese
;

they call her Fo Shune,
' The Fire Ship.'

"
To-day, in company v^dtli young H., and by his

request, called on the younger Mowqua. He received

us very kindly, and urged me to call again, and often.

He is learning the English language, and by the help of

English and Chinese, was able to converse considerably ;

he inquired about Christian worship, and if I understood

correctly, expressed a wish to attend our services. It is

v\'ith me a question, whether I ought to repeat the visit.

May the Lord God direct me in this matter, and save his

soul. It occurs to me, whether it is not desirable, a duty,

to publish to the Chinese a fair statement of the object

and mode of Christian worship, as performed by the

foreign residents at Canton.
"

ItJi. Called again, and spent some time with young

Mowqua ;
he seems very anxious that I should repeat my

visits. Mav the Lord direct me in this matter.
"

lltJi. Yesterday, Sabbath morning, Hing-seen-sang,

wished to be excused from his usual exercise of readinor the

Scriptures, that he might do some business for a gentle-

man. I excused him. But, oh ! how lamentable that

Christians should thus regard the Institutions of God.
' Thou shalt do no work on the Sabbath, thou nor thine.'

We were fifteen who joined in worship.
'^
21st. At 11 o'clock A. M., two young men, citizens

of Canton, were beheaded, on the south side of the city,

just without the gates, near the river.

" In 1827, more than 200 suffered death at the same

place of blood, not a mile distant from the foreign

factories. This year the number is likely to be much
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greater. Eobbery and murder are tlie more common

crimes, and the punishment of this is decapitation or

strangling. The executioner prepares himself for the

work by taking intoxicating drink, mixed with gunpow-

der, and is said to exult in the bloody work, and even,

sometimes, eats the vitals of the wretched victims.

"
'loth. Yesterday, received a call from young

Mowqua. In the afternoon, took a sail up the river

with Mr. Hunter. The exercise has done me much

'good.

''June M. Yesterday, the attendance at public worship

was thirteen. A German sailor was present ;
he is of

the Lutheran church, and is detained here by the lame-

ness of his shipmate. Read the Scriptures in Chinese,

this morning and evening, with considerable understand-

ing and interest, more than ever before, but how far

just ideas are entertained, it is very difficult to say, as

it is also, how much knowledge is necessary to salvation.

Monthly concert this evening, prayers and intercessions

were offered for all men, but, especially for tlie poor

immortals around us, whose delusions, superstitions, and

miseries are of an awful kind, and are witnessed almost

everywhere, and on every occasion.
"

l'2tJi. Public worship in the morning, in which six

persons were present. In the afternoon, spent an hour

in social worship with Mr. Abeel and another Christian

friend. In the evening, made an attempt to explain

the Scriptures in the native language. To-day, com-

menced the Four Books.
"
19th. This afternoon, I have concluded, if the Lord

will, to go down to Macao, for a short season. I know
3
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of nothing to prevent, while I think there are i^easons

for going. Health and the assistance of Dr. Morrison,

are the principal reasons. Though not out of health,

yet an attention, a scrupulous attention to its preserva-

tion, is doubtless a duty. I must not presume on too

much time from the Dr., yet hints, such as he may give,

from a personal acquaintance with my progress, may be

of great service.
" 2M. Yesterday, at 1 o'clock p. m., Messrs. Abeel,

King, and myself, arrived here (Macao), 22 hours from

Canton. *

*'
28^/^ Received to-day, files of New York commer-

cial papers, down to the first of last March. Xo religi-

ous intelligence. In Congress, the question of removing
the Indians is in suspense. The Minister, Poinsett, just

returned from Mexico, which place, it would seem, was

in a state of severe commotion on account of revolution-

ary principles and measures.
"
Aug. 'Id. Yesterday, was the Lord's day, and it

afforded us an opportunity, the first which we have

enjoyed since we left America, of celebrating the Sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper.
'' Had a stransrer, entirelv ismorant of the moral charac-

ter of this place, wandered hither, he might easily

have supposed that he had reached a favored spot. Had
he travelled from the north, south, east, or west, he

might have come hundreds, nay, thousands of miles,

without having met with a scene like this. Here, in the

very neighborhood of idol-temples, of idols without num-

ber, he hears the sound of the
"
church-going bell," and

sees amidst two or three hundred houses, built in the
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European style, thirteen or fifteen chapels, which seem

to invite to the worship of the true God. Early in the

morning all was quiet, and the stranger anticipated a

day of rest, but as the hours passed on, the hum of busi-

ness nearly compelled him to belieye that he had missed

his reckoning, and that it was not Sabbath day. Though
a strano'er, here, would see little or nothinsr to distinofuish

the first from the other days of the week, still there is

a difference.
" The idolater, if he knows aught, cares nothing for

the Sabbath, of course. All the public offices of the

Portuguese government are closed, and all the citizens

and residents of the place, I believe, are permitted to

spend the day according to their choice. All their

chapels are opened, but I can not learn that more attend

on this than on other days, nor that among all their

numerous and learned clergy about forty or fifty in all

there is one of them who comes forth to the people to read

or expound the Scriptures. The British Factory have a

chapel, too, in whicli, during their stay here, which is

usually half of the year, services are regularly performed

by their chaplain.
"
Besides this. Dr. Morrison usually performs divine

service, while here, when he is joined by a small num-

ber of English and American citizens. Yesterday, it

was our privilege to join in this service, and to celebrate

the Lord's Supper.
" The Dr. took for his text 1 Corinthians Y. 7, 8. In a

clear explanation of the text and comparisons with the

other parts of the Holy Scriptures, he showed the endsj

truth, tiecessity, and siifficiency of the deatli of Christ the
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henefits to be derived from it and the spirit in which it

should be observed.
" We are to remember Christ, and to show forth his

death. It is at the Holy Communion, said the speaker,

that the Church appears in its proper character, as God's

family ;
there they all acknowledge one Father, the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The feast is of

God's providing, and it indicates that there is peace be-

tween Him and us. He may be regarded as the master

of the feast, invisibly present, and speaking peace to

every guest. The Redeemer is present as our Saviour and

elder brother, from whom all derive whatever constitutes

their happiness and glory ; they regard one another as

bouo'ht with his blood
;
constrained bv liis love

;
unac-

knowledged indeed by the world, but well known by Him ;

as fellow pilgrims and strangers on earth, but fellow

heirs of the kingdom of Heaven.
" The distinctions of rich and poor, learned and un-

learned, of nation and class and original character, are

all forgotten under the common character of redeemed

sinners.
" Such a communion table is the epitome of Heaven

itself, which consists of persons of every nation, and

tribe, and people, and language, all uniting in the Saviour's

praise.
"
August Itk. In my walk this evening I visited the

grave of Cursetjee-framijee, a Parsee who died in Macao
last winter

;
the inscription upon his tomb is in both his

native and the English tongue, and ends with this Scrip-

ture :

' A pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the

sun.'
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^
11th. This evenino' visited the Eno-lish buryino: R'round

but a little distance from the cave of Camoens.
"
15th. Since the 5th inst. Macao has an unusual scene

of idolatrous devotion, in consequence of the dedication

of a new temple and the enthronization of new gods.
"
16f/^j Saturday. I received my first letters from the

United States
; those, only two ;

one an introductory letter

for Mr. Jos. S. Allen, from B. B. Wisner, the other from

W. Follett. The latter speaks of glorious revivals in

Boston and vicinity.
'

Bless the Lord, my soul ! bless

his lioly name.' For several days a report has been cur-

rent, of an earthquake, which occurred about the last of

June, south from Peking near where the province of

Chihli and Honan meet.
" Recent numbers of the Peking Gazette confirm the

report that several towns and cities, with many public

and private buildings, have been laid in ruins. The same

Gazette notices also a haihstorm and inundation in one

of the northern provinces. The belief here is that not

less tlian lialf a million of people have perished by these

calamitous events, which are thought to be the sure pre-

cursors of other, and greater ones.
"
Sej^t. 20th. Services at Dr. M.'s yesterday as usual.

In the evening both Mrs. and Miss L. were at the prayer-

meeting. They are the only American ladies in the place,

and the only females who attend our social services.

Attended the Chinese exercise in reading and expound-

ing the Holy Scriptures. About eight persons generally
attend.

"
25ih. Returned to Canton in a chop-boat.

*'

Oct. Qth. One year to-day since I left home. How
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many and liow constant have been the mercies of my
Heavenly Father ! Praised be his holy name.

"
loth. Received my first 'parcel of lettersfrom home to-

day."
There was no subject in which Mr. Bridgman felt a

deeper interest than revivals
;
and no intelligence en-

courao:ed and streno-thened his faith more than to hear

that his dear native land was visited with an outpouring

of the Spirit of God.

In letters subsequently received from his brothers and

sisters, he was repeatedly cheered by such news
;
indeed

they took pains to copy out, from various sources, circum-

stantial reports of the progress of the work in Xew-Eng-
land and other sections of the countrv. One of the marked

features of these revivals was, that different denomina-

tions united in the work.

The means used were prayer, and preaching the simple

truths of God's word. The subjects of the work were

very many, heads of families, professional men, mer-

chants, etc.

The effects of this great outpouring of the Spirit of

God was that contributions for benevolence were doubled.

Thus while the missionary was plodding on his lonely

wav in heathendom, amid darkness that could be felt, the

light of truth was penetrating Christendom, and he took

courage that it would result in accessions to the laborers

in that vast field.

' 2dd. Took on trial a boy, 10 years of age ;
his name

is Achun.
" 25th. Met this evening at Dr. M.'s, with Messrs.

Abeel and King, by prayer and conversation to learn
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what we ought to do for our Redeemer, that his glory

may be promoted and souls saved. In everything we

think, do, and say, may the spirit of the Lord direct.

"
JS^ov. 1st. Leang-afah, with J. E. Morrison, called

;

staid onlv a few minutes
;
he wished to know if I would

take his little son, a lad about 10 years old. He wished

him to learn the English language and become familiar

with the Scriptures in that tongue, so that he may assist

in revising the Chinese version.

''- At 4 o'clock, Ahing, one of the pupils with me, said

that, on the night before the last, he sat up until 3 o'clock

in the morning, reading the Scriptures and praying to

God, in his room, alone.

"ll^A. Selected Scripture for a tract, calculated to

stop the placards that line the walls along the streets of

Canton. The tract is to be wi'itten by Afah."

The object of the texts selected was to inculcate purity

of life and conduct.
" Dec. 'iUli. There are seasons when one's thoughts

turn toward Christendom witli a peculiar interest
;
such

was this evening. We were assembled in an upper room,

a few names four only and celebrated there the death

of Christ. As we knelt, and prayed, and partook of the

body broken and the blood poured out, the scenes of Cal-

vary rose before us, and we thought and spoke of the

tender mercies of our God and our Lord Jesus Christ,

and how our cruel sins nailed him to the accursed tree,

and drove the bloody spear. "We thought and spoke of

om- kindred, of the Church, and the people of God, their

precious and innumerable privileges, in contrast with the

scenes that surrounded us. It affected our hearts, and
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made iis weep. Our Sayioiir wept when lie contemplated

the destruction of the wicked
;
but we have greater cause

to weep, on account of our own sins, the sins of Chris-

tendom, of the dyins: state of the sinner. Oh ! wlien

will Christians arise and do their duty ? When will thy

kingdom come, Christ ? Oh ! come quickly.
*'
28z'A. There is a very great diversity in the scenes

here, and the man of the world m.ay find much to gratify

his taste. On Christmas morning divine service was per-

fonned in the Companies' Chapel, by their chaplain ;

about seventy-five persons were present. In the evening,

a number equally large sat down together to a dinner

given b}^ Mr. M. Grace was said, both before and after

meat, by tiie chaplain.
" After the cloth was removed, several sentiments were

proposed, and some of them accompanied with short and

pithy speeches. One, by the host, was,
'

Prosperity to

the United States of America.' He remarked on the

coimnercial, civil, and religious character of the States,

in a most noble and generous style ;
and they were re-

ceived with loud a]ip]ause. But enough of this. The

next day Mr. Abeel preached his last sermon to the

people of Cant-on, ready to depart on the morrow."



CHAPTEE VII.

"J. stranger in a strange land. The Lord lovetli the stranger, in

giving him food and raiment.''''

KETIEW OF THE TEAR LABOES PRIXCIPLES OF ACTI0:N^

EEASOXS FOR TAKIXG BOYS GOVERNMEXT CIRCULARS

CHRISTIAXITY : WHEN IXTRODTJCED THE FIRST PROTEST-

AXT MISSIONARY THE ART OF PRINTING IN THE TENTH
CENTURY PARENTS DROWNING A SON VISIT TO

MACAO A missionary's POSITION NOT UNDERSTOOD
PIRATES INTELLIGENCE FROM HOME RETURN TO

CANTON TYPHOON.

1831.

^^^ TANUxVRY 25th. Oxe year has gone since I ar-

^ rived at this place. One 5'ear with its advan-

tages, its opportunities, its transactions, witli their

motives and intentions is on the record of Eternitv,

there to stand till the final day of retribution, when all

shall stand and be judged according to the deeds done in

the body. The labors of the year have been, 1. The

study of the language ;
2. Preaching ;

3. Preparation
and distribution of books

;
4tli. Teaching out of the

Scriptures ; and, 5th. Correspondence."
Mr. Bridgman had also three boys, which he has not

put down as a separate branch of labor.

(5Y)
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He remarks :

"
I have many plans and desires relative

to the future
;
but of these, perhaps, it is best not to

speak. The principles, however, on which I have deter-

mined to act are :

" To do with my might what my hand finds to do
;
to

pray without ceasing ;
to do good unto all men

;
to strive

to be perfect as our Father in Heaven is perfect.
"
My trust and my hope are in the Lord Jehovah the

Father, the Son, and tlie Holv Ghost from whom
cometh every good and perfect gift, and without whom I

can do nothing.
"
3IarcJi 2Sth. For the last three or four montlis, the

study of the language and the care of three Chinese boys,

two of eleven years and one of fifteen, have made my op-

portunities for observation abroad, and leisure for reading
and writing, extremely limited. When it was considered

that these lads came into their present circumstances by
their own or the request of their friends, and also that

their being with me would rather facilitate than hinder

my acquisition of the language, I. thought it to be my
duty to take them. They could already read and write

their own language, and as well as English boys do, of

the same age, their native tongue. Their object was

to learn the English language ;
mine was to teach them,

in addition to that lano;ua2:e, the true God and Jesus

Christ, with whatever else would be likely to make
them useful to their countrymen.

"
It was and still miist be regarded as a delicate

experiment. Their names, beginning with the eldest, are :

Acheono;, Achan and Ateh. The last is the son of Leano;-

afah, and has been given to the Lord in Baptism.



TEE " CANTON COURT CIRCULARS 59

^^

April SfJi. It is very difficult to form correct views

of China, and it is verv responsible to communicate tliem

to those that dwell on the other side of the globe so as

to leave a right impression.
" The want of more extensive and reliable means

of information is the principal cause of these difficul-

ties.

"
Tlie

'

barbarians'
'

place in the Celestial Empire
is very straight and narrow, and they come in contact

with few except merchants.

There is nothing in China that deserves to be called a

newspaper. Both the Imperial and Provincial Courts have

their daily circulars
; publish their own, and only so much

of tlieir own proceedings as suits themselves. For in-

stance, tlie Canton Court Circular will state the number of

visits the local officer gave and received, what temples

they visited, what bandits were apprehended, judged or

executed. Even in these matters of fact they do not

alwavs adhere to the truth.
" The Government Circular states that on such a day

a piratical or smuggling boat was seized, etc., while

some one, who was in the secret, will tell vou the whole

was a farce. Orders had been issued to seize at all

events a specific boat. The thing is easily managed. A
boat is procured and fitted up like the proscribed

one, proceeds to the place, the government boats espy

her, pursue and take her, a skirmish ensues, and soon the

prize is borne off" in triumph.
" But the Chinese are a bookish people. They have

their religious, moral and historical, and all other kinds,

Christian books only being excepted, and even these
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Christian books are beginning to find their ^ay among
tlie dense and darkened people of this empire.

"
It is not certain when Christianity was first pub-

lished in China. Some sav the Nestorians came to

China in the seventh century, and that in the thirteenth

they had flourishing chapels, some of which continued to

the fifteenth century.
" In tlie thirteenth century the Roman church extended

its efforts to China, and early the next century Pope
Clement Y. appointed Johamus, a Monte Corvius, an

Italian Friar, Archbishop of Peking. Matthew Ricci and

hundreds of others, Jesuits, Dominicans, Franciscans,

and Capuchins, during the seventeenth century, labored

in China. Some of these were men of great learning ;

but I cannot ascertain thtit they ever gave to the

Chinese, or even translated in their language, a version

of the Holy Bible.
" The first Protestant missionary arrived in China the

4th of September, 1807, about six years from which time,

a translation of the New Testament was finished, and

early in the next year, 181-1, two thousand copies were

printed at Canton.
"
Subsequently, in November, 1819, a translation of

the Old Testament was finished, and several editions

of the entire Scriptures were published. Most of these

have been printed at Malacca.
"
I have been led to make these remarks, from having

just now received specimens of Chinese printing, done in

quite a new style.
" The art of printing was known in China early in the

10th century, four or five hundred years earlier than it
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was known in Europe. Their mode of printing is very

simple. The characters are cut on blocks of the size of

tlie page to be printed. From this the impression is

taken on very light, thin paper, by throwing it upon the

blocks and pressing it down with the hands. The work

is executed with rapidity. In large works, howeyer, the

blocks occupy much space ;
and in small ephemeral pro-

ductions the blocks are soon obsolete and useless. Hence

Qnovable types haye been considered a great desid-

eratum towards dijQfusing Christian knowledge among
nations usins^ the Chinese lano*uaire.

" About a century ago, the Emperor Kanghi inyented,

or at least brought into use, moyable metallic types.

His successor, Keenlung, was so delighted with these

types, that he called them "
the congregated pearls^^^

and, strange to tell, he soon after caused them to be

melted down, and his imperial successors suffered, or

rather compelled them, to go into entire disuse.
" Of late years, seyeral attempts haye been made by

foreigners to employ moyable types, combining cheap-

ness, elegance and facility in use. Xone of these at-

tempts haye proyed so satisfactory as those recently
made by the Key. Mr. Dyer, Missionary of the London

Missionary Society at Penang. The types are cut in

Tnoulds, taken from wooden blocks, and they produce as

fine and fair a character as any of the types cut by the

best artists in China.
" The specimens of lithography were executed at Macao,

under the superyision of Mr. J. R. Morrison, and are i\\Q

result of an experiment to see if this mode of printing could

be done in China. The result is satisfactory ;
Mr. Medhurst
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lias already applied it to the printing of tracts. In tliis

point of view it lias some decided advantasfes.
"
May 23rZ. A bov was carried by our door to-day,

followed by a crowd of the populace, to the river, where

he was to suffer death bv drownino;. His hands were

bound beliind his back, a heavy stone was tied to his

body ;
he was about to be plunged into a watery grave,

when his uncle interposed and saved him from the death

to which his father and mother were hastening him.
" The youth, a lad of nineteen, had involved himself

by gambling and rioting, and applied to his motlier for

monev, which beino- refused he became ano^rv and fell to

beating her. On his father's coming to her help,

he commenced his attack on him also, beating and band-

ing both of them. The parents applied to the police ;

their son was apprehended, and on their testimony sen-

tenced to death. Parents do not always deem so long a

process necessary. A case recently occurred in which

all the forms of trial were omitted, and the father and

the mother were the accusers, the judges and the execu-

tioners.
"
Macao^ June 10th, 1831. In company with the

gentlemen with whom I have resided ever since I have

been in China, we reached Macao early this morning,

having been two days and three nights on our passage
from Canton. This change of residence is made rather

for the sake of health than in obedience to the laws of the

Celestial Empire, which requires, that when the lai-'la-

rtans have finished their trade, thev must return home
with their ships, or go down to Macao and reside there.

" As a place of residence, especially during the summer
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month?, Macao is decidedly better than Canton. In

another point of view, the two places, though the one

has a pagan and the other a Christian government, are

not very unlike.
" A missionary of the American Board, or of any other

Protestant society, is not recognized or tolerated as a

niissionary in the one place or the other
;
he is obnoxious

to the powers that be, and exposed to the most rigorous

penalties of their laws. His property and person are

proscribed, and the injunctions of his Lord and Saviour

to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature are countermanded.

"
Up to the present time I have been permitted to

remain unmolested, thouo-h I liave not alwavs been free

from apprehensions of danger. In addition to this, the

missionary, in common with all the other residents in

China, is subject to inconveniences to which the good

people of England and the United States are strangers.

He is in peril of robbers.
" Before we left Canton, we were informed that acts

of this kind had recently occurred on the route which we
were to pass. Some preparations of defence were made

accordingly. We passed unmolested until Sunday, the

third evening, when two '

pirate boats,' with twenty or

thirty men each, were seen making for our boat. Our

boatmen immediately cast anchor, and all things were

soon in readiness for the encounter.
" Baskets of stones, bows and arrows, spears and pikes,

with cauldrons of boiling-hot rice, formed the whole of

their martial array. Besides these defensive missiles we
had in the cabin (what they called hard guns^) a fowling-
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piece, and a single brace of pistols. These were heavily

sliotted. Meanwhile, several smaller boats had placed

themselves near iis for protection. In this state darkness

shut np the scene."

The account as to the result is unfinished. It is be-

lieved the pirates made off in the night.

'^Juhj 2Dth. Gambling is a prominent characteristic

of the Chinese. Cards for gambling were invented by
one of the emperors, who lived in the twelfth century ;

and there is reason to believe that thev are in constant

use by all parties, from the tlirone to the lowest subjects,

and by persons of all ages. The kinds of cards used and

the games played are said to be very numerous. There

are very few places or times in which they will not gam-
ble. Some of the more serious-minded Chinese whom I

have seen have very correct ideas of this evil, so far as

it regards the temporal interests of man. Their moral-

ists and their teachers of youth will sometimes use their

influence by admonition to dissuade the people from the

practice ; but, even in these cases, their conduct agrees
not with their counsels.

"It was very painful to find, as I did to-day, my teacher

playing at cards. He is an old man, rather grave and

sober-minded. Being prevented, on account of sickness,

from giving his usual lessons this morning, at about 2

o'clock I went to his room, to see how he did, and found

him with the house coolies, playing at cards. He blushed,

and I blushed for him, and only inquired for his health,

then left l^im to his own reflections.

'^August 1st. Last evening, received letters, pamphlets,
and papers, giving numerous accounts of the effusion of
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the Holj Spirit upon the churches in my native country.

It is truly inspiriting, in this land of heathen darkness,

to hear that God is visiting his people in great mercy,

enlarging the borders of Zion, lengthening her cords

and strengthening her stakes.
" There is, I think, in these regions, at the present time,

an unusual sensation among the Romanists. Six priests,

from France, and eight Chinese youth, educated, I believe,

in Italy, have just arrived here, to propagate the faith.

" A public invitation was given to join in the montldy

concert, this evening. Only three persons of business,

besides Dr. Morrison's family, were pleased to attend.

We have great need of faith, and great need of the in-

tercessions of our Christian friends. Three or four for-

eign Protestant missionaries in China Mr. Gutzlaff, on

the coast, bound in spirit to Peking, six or eight at the

Straits in Siam and Bankok, with ourselves constitute

but a feeble band, ridiculous in the world's eye, going to

convert China.
" VWi. To-day, my three boys finished each a vocab-

ulary of two thousand two hundred words. It is in Eng-

lish and Chinese, thus far copied out from Dr. Morrison's

vocabulary of the Canton dialect.

^^

September M. To-day, my boys commenced de novo

the Scripture references, copying from Bagster's work.

"All the circumstances of a residence in China are

well calculated to make one feel that he is a pilgrim and

a stranger here, and that he has no sure trust, but in

God.
"
My little stock of furniture is packed this morning,

and in the afternoon I expect to set off in a chop-boat for
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Canton. A chop-boat is one which has a chop^ i. e.^ a

permit from the government, which makes it unlawful for

the pirates to seize, rob, or murder the traveller. Besides,

it gives a specified number of persons, no matter whether

they be generals or governors, commodores or mission-

aries, the privilege of going to reside in the suburbs of

the provincial city.
"
Altliough I have a special permit, as every one must

have, yet I am probably recognized only as a merchant,

or merchant's clerk. Such, I believe, was the case with

the officers of the Yincennes, two years ago. One may
not like tliis altogether, but there is no help for it, only

bv smu2"Q:lin2: or bv leavino; the countrv.
"
My residence in Macao, of more than three months,

has been very agreeable, and I find my strength increased.

The boys have been very good. They have given me less

trouble and made better proficiency than when at Canton.
"
2Uli. Two nights and one day brought us safely

from Macao to Canton, early the 22d inst., just in time

to escape one of those severe storms, called Typhoons

literally, a great wind.
" In the morning, the weather was remarkably fair.

Toward evening, some clouds began to rise in the north-

west. Yery soon the whole heavens were overcast.

There were no apprehensions of a severe storm until

next morning, when, the wind changing and blowing

strong from the north, and the mercury falling, gave in-

dications not to be disregarded of the coming storm. Of

this the thousands of boats on the river took the alarm

by their anxiety to seek a covert from the wind and a

hiding-place from the tempest.
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" Canton and Whampoa are so far from tlie sea that

they are pretty secure. At and off Macao it "svas most

:|iterally a tai-fung (Typhoon). Such a scene of desola-

ftion has not been presented by any gale that has occurred

jfor
the last thirty years. The greatest force of the wind

was at the highest point of one of the highest tides.

Houses were unroofed, walls were thrown down, crops

of rice were swept away, scores of fishing and other

boats were wrecked. An official document from Macao

states that 4,005 dead bodies were picked up along the

coast. Much injury was sustained by the foreign

shipping.
"
October 2ifli. Yesterday, Low-h came, and with him

Tang-joo, to read the Scriptures. It was the first time

the latter read the Word of God. I gave him the New
Testament. Mav the Lord bless it to the salvation of his

soul.

^^ December 26tJi. During the last six months, I have

noticed in my Journal very few of the passing events and

incidents which might be especially interesting to the

friends of missions.. Dailv studv of the laneuafre, the

care and instruction of the boys, with the duties and ex-

ercises of the Lord's day, have occupied the greater part

of my time. All the leism^e that I could secure has been

devoted to writing a series of sliort letters for Sunday--

school cliildren, with a desire of spreading before them

some of the most prominent features and interesting facts

concerning China. The letters are eighteen in number.

The topics relate to the religion, manners, customs, and

habits of the Chinese people.



CHAPTER VIII.

"/7i the midst of a crooTced and perverse nation^ among icTiom ye

shine as lights in the icorld, holding forth the word of life.''''

Philippians iii. 16.

THE FLIGHT OF TIME POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES BETWEEIT

ENGLAXD AXD CHINA LETTER TO THE SECEETAKT OF

THE BOARD, IX WHICH THE CLAIMS OF THE HEATHEN

WORLD, ESPECIALLY CHINA, ARE SET FORTH A CHINESE

BRIDE CONVERSATION WITH A PUPIL CANTON CLI-

MATE HEALTHY " CHINESE REPOSITORY " CONVERSA-

TION WITH LEANG-ATEH AFAH's LABORS REV. MR.

STEVENS.

1832.

'^ TAXUARY 9tli. So rapid is the course of time, ere we
^ are aware, clays, weeks, months, and years are ended.

A desire to hasten on the acquisition of the Chinese lan-

guage, and some occasional writing, has prevented me
from entering in my Journal those reflections which very

naturally arise on the return of a New Year. On that

day, and again last evening, I had the pleasure of hear-

ing the Rev. Charles Gutzlaff preach, and, I am sorry to

say, to a tliin audience.
" The year has commenced with a very peculiar state

of affairs. The public mind seems agitated, restless and

dissatisfied. The British government and the authori-

(68)
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ties are in collision, the former with two or three armed

ships at hand, asking for satisfaction for iiijm*ies offered,

and for security against their recm:rence. The latter

refuse conference or intercourse except in the former

or usual way. This will most certainly lead to strong

and decisive measures. In all this, the extension of an

honorable commerce is the chief, the grand object with

parties concerned. But the Supreme Ruler has another

object the glory of his Son, by the extension of his

kingdom.
" There are pleasing signs amid the darkness. The

long, patient, persevering efforts of one individual in

acquiring and promoting an intimate knowledge of the

language and character of this people, and the bold, ad-

venturous voyage of another,t are results, Avliich, to my
o^vn mind, display the finger of God too distinctly to be

mistaken.
"

In Januarv, 1832, Mr. B. wrote from Canton to the

Secretary of the Board on the importance of increasing

the number of missionaries :

"
Only eight or ten individuals, and several of them

late in the field, constitute the whole number of the

preachers of the Grospel in the Chinese Mission not one,

where a hundred are needed. This is a great difficulty.

We know, blessed be God for the assurance, that it

is nothing with the Lord to help, whether with many or

with them that have no power ;
and we fear that eight

or ten hundred preachers for China, or for what have very

properly been styled, The Chinese Language Nations,

* Rev. Dr. Morrison. t Rev. Charles Gutzlaff.
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will, in the eyes of some, seem to savor of extravagance.
But what was tlie conduct, and what are the commands

of the Lord Jesus? After having ordained the twelve,

he immediately
"
appointed other seventy also," and sent

them forth in haste
;
and because the harvest was great

and the laborers few, he commanded them to pray
the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his

harvest.
^^

Now^ instead of the single province of Judea, the

world is the field, and the command is to go into every

part of it and '

preach the Gospel to every creature.'

True, there are clifiiculties in the way, and such as cannot

easily be conceived of until they are encountered. We
have been forewarned of difficulties and trials and so

far as they do exist, they are necessary to prove the

faith and patience of the Lord's disciples ; yet many
of them are imaginary, and others are like spectres

in the dark, magnified by the distance, and will dis-

appear as they approach.
"
If there be only a willing mind, an obedient heart,

and a ready hand, a soul and a body willing to spend
and be spent, the Lord will take care of the rest."

" Jem. 20th. Had the painful satisfaction of visiting

a Chinese lady ;
it was the third day after her marriage.

As we entered the outer door, the servants of the house

were in attendance. A band of musicians began to play,

and, at the same time, the bridegroom, attended by
servants, met and conducted us to seats in a spacious

open court.
" The bride had just gone on a visit to her father.

According to their usual custom, tea was served then
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WG were invited to take a view of the house, which had

just been built, at the expense of $30,000 or $40,000.

Sweetmeats and tea were again served. By this time

the lady had returned, and we were seated in the spacious

hall. The bride, with attendants, entered, clothed in

rich, gorgeous apparel, answering, in all respects, the re-

presentations usually given in their best paintings. So

splendid, and yet so unnatural so fortunate, and yet so

unhappy a creature, I never before saw.
" This is almost the only case in which foreigners have

had the satisfaction of such a visit.

"
February Ist^ 1832. The last day in the year accord-

ing to the Chinese calendar
;
a period of hurry and bustle,

and to not a few one of anxiety and distress.
"
According to

'

old custom,' and in this particular not

a bad one, all accounts must be settled, and debts paid at

the close of the year : in default of which the debtor is

exposed to insult and injury. Hence, thefts, robberies,

oppression, and oftener open outrage than at other times.

Firing of houses and shops are frequent ;
two cases oc-

curred at an early hour this evening. Beggars, too,

become unusually troublesome
; indeed, they do not heg^

but demand. They assume the most horrid and ludicrous

appearance, besmearing their faces with blood, and wrap-

ping themselves in tattered garments, etc., in order to

urge their claim with better effect.

" One poor, half-naked creature I saw, yesterday, with

a razor, apparently hacking his tongue till the blood

dropped to the ground, and at the same time howling
like a beast in the agonies of death.

" For days and weeks previous, preparations are made
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for the Xew Year. The gods are looked after to see if

they are in good order, the temples are repaired, offer-

ings and sacrifices more than usual are made to them.
" Many necessaries in clothes, furniture, etc., Yrith a

certain amount and yariety of articles in the yr^y of

fruits, sweetmeats, etc.,
'

to pass the New Year,' are con-

sidered indispensable.
" To meet such expenses, the poor often proyide a box,

like some cliarity-boxes, into which, during the year, any

surplus pieces of money may be deposited. At the close

of the year, this is opened for use.
" There is a great cleansing of houses at this time,

thousands and thousands '

watching for the Xew Year,'

for
' he who can watch for the year (say they) will obtain

lono: life.'

"
February Zd. Last night, from late in the eyening,

until daylio'ht, there was a constant roar of crackers : and

soon after midnight, crowds of people were flocking to

the temples.
" The day has been spent in congratulations. The

festiyities in this neighborhood were interrupted early in

the afternoon by fire, which broke out a few rods west

of the foreign factories, burning temples, altars, gods,

houses, boats, etc., etc. It originated in a neighborhood
of ill fame.

"
14/A. Took Ayau on trial, a lad 15 years of aore

his father not liying his grandfather is connected as

purser with Mowqua's hong.
"
May this, my soul, and eyerything that I attempt, be

done with sole reference to the glory of God, in the salya-

tion of souls through Jesus Christ the Sayiour. Amen.
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*'

21.?^. 'Since the bes*iniiin2: of tlie world, men have^

not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye

seen, God, besides Thee, what He hath prepared for

him that waiteth for Him.' Isaiah Ixiv. 4.
' God is love/

*'

Having finished his prayer this evening, one of my
boys m.ade a long pause, and then, with an unusual tone

and look of seriousness, said,
' he was unhappy.' I asked

him, wliv if he had been nau^^htv, if he had told a lie,

or abused the other boys ? He replied, tliat
' he felt so

yesterday ; and, last night, when he woke.' I asked him,

if anybody had been treating him ill, striking or scold-

ing him ?
'

Nothing of the kind,' he replied, adding :

* This heart feels so, I don't know whv.' I told him I

was afraid his heart was very bad, that he did not truly
love and fear God, nor believe in Jesus. He then wished

to know when I was baptized. I told him something of

my first convictions of sin and trouble of mind when
about his age. He replied that such were his feelings.

"
Lord, thou canst work, and none can liinder Thee

;

work in him, I humbly beseech Thee, repentance unto life.

Amen.
" March \^th. If freedom from fevers, and other like

diseases, and general health of the community, are evi-

dences of a healthv climate, this is such in a remarkable

degree, especially when the situation of many of the

people is taken into the account.
" The lower classes, at least, are not over careful of

their persons ; great numbers of them live in low, damp
streets, in boats, and in houses built on piles along the

borders of the river. It would not be surprising if they

should, sometimes, be visited with sweeping diseases, yet
4
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it is not so. This healtlifnlness, no doubt, is in conse-

quence of the salubrity of the climate.

March 31st, 1832, Mr. Bridgman was again cheered

with intelligence from his family friends
;

his elder

brother writes :

" The great cause and object of your mission is to

preach Christ and Him crucified to poor perishing idola-

ters. This may you soon be prepared and enabled to

do, and the Lord grant you abmidaut success."

"3Iay Isf. Commenced the Chinese Repository. May
it be entirely the Lord's work, in its commencement and

in its progress ; may all its pages be filled with such

truth as shall promote the glory of God and the good of

his creatures."

This monthly periodical was entered upon at the sug-

gestion of Dr. Morrison, tbe Hon. J. R. Morrison, and

others, who contributed to its pages. Mr. Bridgman was

editor from 1832 to 1851, after which Dr. Williams was

sole editor of the work to its twentieth volume. On

bringing it to a close, he states that the object had been
"
to impart information concerning China, by arousing an

interest in the spiritual and social welfare of her mil-

lions." These objects were constantly kept in view.
"
Its pecuniary responsibility has been borne by the office

from which it has issued. The Prudential Committee of

tbe American Board of Commissioners for Foreio-n Mis-

sions, at Boston, generously allowed the proprietors the

use of their press, which enabled them to commence and

carry it on. No compensation has ever been received

for editorial labors, or given for manuscripts furnished."

It is proper to remark, that a work containing so much
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valuable information in relation to China and the East

generally is highly valued for reference, by those in the

missionary field, and others.
" In conversation with Ateh (Leang-afah's son), this eve-

ning after prayers I inquired,
' What do you regard as your

first duty ?
' 'To worship and obey God,' was the reply.

'

And, what is vour second duty ?
' 'To honor and

obey my parents.' 'And, what ought next to engage
vour attention ?

' '

Learnino:, so that I can teach all

men.' The conversation went on from topic to topic,

when I alluded to a letter from Macao, which a few days
before had been intercepted by the police, opened, and

retained. These proceedings had caused no inconsider-

able alarm among the Chinese connected with the house,

thev fearin;>: lest an investio^ation should be made in re-
%> O CD

gard to my object as a resident. Again, I asked,
' Are

you not afraid that the soldiers will come and carry you

away ?
' ' Yes

;
but God will protect me, and I shall

not suffer.' Baptized as he has been, and instructed in

the Holy Scriptures from his youth, may he become an

able advocate and promulgator of the Gospel to his

nation.
^^

September 10th. The number of souls yesterday

present at public worship was eleven
;
the number, though

small, is greater than it has sometimes been, during the

summer, while most of the residents were absent at

Macao.
"
Leang-afah called to-day. He is at present engaged

in publishing a number of tracts, and spends a part of his

time in Canton and a part of it in a neighboring village.

His Sabbaths are occupied in reading and expounding
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the Holy Scriptures sometimes to only one or two, at

others to six, eight, or ten
;
some of whom are usually

strangers, who, after having heard him explain, thankfully

receive from his hands portions of the Scriptures."

''October \st. This is the first Monday in the month.

AVhat multitudes throughout Christendom will join in

concert, to pray for the extension of the Redeemer's king-

dom
; and, oh ! how would it increase their importunity,

could they see these desolations, and the utter weakness

of those who have been sent to the heathen. Yery much

depends on how Christians pray.
"
13/A. Afah visited me to-dav, and brouo-ht with him

a young friend, who for some months has been reading
and listening to the Gospel. Ho appeared intelligent,

and much pleased with the things contained in the Holy

Book, and expressed his belief in Jesus, the Saviour of

the world. Oh ! may he be numbered with those who
believe with the whole heart.

" Two more individuals have recently been baptized by
Afah. Seven is the whole number which he has now
admitted by this rite to the fellowship of disciples. Some

of them we have had opportunity of seeing, others we
have not seen. The kingdom of Heaven is like leaven.

Thus, a little leaven is deposited, and shall it not

soon leaven the whole lump ? O Lord, thou knowest.
"
29^A. Rev. Edwin Stevens, chaplain to the port of

Canton, sent hither by the Seaman's Friend Society,

arrived in the ship Morrison. Blessed be the name of

the Lord for this addition to the helpers in this vine-

vard.
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^^And all thy cJiildren shall he taught of tlie Lord.''''

Isaiah liv. 13.

DIAEY OF A CHINESE CIIRISTIAX AREIYAL OF MTSSION-

AKIES LETTERS QUALIFICATIONS OF A MISSIONARY

EXAMPLES.

1833.

T?ROM the first number of the Chinese Repository we
-*- insert the following extract, faithfully translated

from the diarv of a Chinese Christian :

"
4ith Moon^ 1st day. At the village of

, super-

intending the printing of the Scripture Lessons.

"2<i day. Composing a religious tract.

"4^A, Sunday. When reading the Gospel of Mat-

thew, the man who came and conversed with me, on a

preceding day, came again, and said,
' What book are

you reading to-day ?
'

I replied,
'

I am reading an account

of what the Saviour of the world did and said, while He
was in the world

;
what He did and what He taught the

people are contained in this book. The man then asked,
' What sort of a man was the Saviour of the world ?

'

I

answered, 'He was the son of the Most High God, who,

seeing mankind deceived by the devil, and going on in

the way of wickedness, which leads to destruction, but
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ignorant of that good way which leads to everlasting

life, left the glories of his heavenly state, and was born

into the world as a man.
" '

Jesus Christ in the first place taught the import of

the sacred Scriptures tlie way in which men should

walk what is requisite in order to be saved from de-

pravity and iniquity and brought to the riglit way. Af-

terwards He gave his own precious body to suffer and

to die that He might atone for men's sins against high
Heaven.' (Here the writer goes onward to the resurrec-

tion
;
the command to preach the Gospel to all nations

;

and to our Saviour's ascension.) The man said :

' So good
a book, I should like you to lend it to me to read.'

'

If you
find any parts that you don't understand, please to come

to me, and I'll explain them to you ;
or you may pray to

the most high God, in the name of the Saviour, for the

Holy Spirit to move your soul, and cause you to know
the mysteries of the Gospel.' The man received the book

thankfullv, made his bow, and went awav.
"
bth. At the village of

, composing religious

tracts.
"

11^/i, Sunday. When reading in the prophet Isaiah,

a man named Yu came to me and said,
' You are usually

on other days writing and composing books. Why do

you limit yourself to reading to-day?' I replied,
'

This

day, according to the Holy Scriptures, is a sacred day of

rest, in which it is required to cease from all sorts of

labor, to give repose to the body, and to worship God
;

to thank Him for graciously nourishing and preserving

us
;
also to read the Holy Scriptures for the nourishment

of our souls
;
that we may cherish virtuous thoughts and
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dispositions ; perform virtuous actions
; and, considering

the deeds of past days, may reform speedily what is

wrong, and be more zealous in what is right. This is

keeping the holy rest of the Sabbath.' Yu replied :

'

Sup-

pose we who do not know the true Scriptures, do not

keep the holy day of rest, do we act very wrong ?
'

I

answered,
'

Through ignorance not to keep the day, the

error is light ;
to know clearly the command, and yet

refuse to keep the holy day, the sin is greater. For the

holy rest of the Sabbath is a manifestation of the gracious

intentions of the most high God to mankind. Because

during six days we have to toil much for the support of

the fleshy body ;
but on the seventh day, we are to de-

sist from these toils of mind and body, that we may
nourish the soul. And man's divine spirit is more en-

during, and more honorable and important than man's

fleshy body, which, at the longest, will not exceed a hun-

dred years' duration
;
man's divine spirit lives forever

it is an undying spiritual thing.'
"
I have increased reasons for humility, with devout

praise and thanksgiving to the Most High that He has

preserved my life and health to commence a new year,

which I desire to spend in his service, in doing or suffer-

ing his holy will and pleasure, in living not to myself,

but to Him, for his glory, and the good of my fellow-sin-

ners."
"

Oct. 2QfJi, 1833. Late at night arrived in Canton,

the Rev. Ira Tracy and Mr. S. W. Williams, to join us in

the work of the Lord. God, keep and bless them.

Amen."

The arrival of fellow-helpers was always cheering to
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Mr. Bridgman, and as his cares and duties pressed upon

him, he was often encouraged by letters from his family

friends. The following is an extract of one of these

from an older brother.
"
Sustaining the relation you do to me by blood and

birth, and standing as you do, the representative of the

churches of our Lord and Sa^dour Jesus Christ of this

our American Republic, amongst the millions of idolatrous

Chinese, I can but feel a deep interest in your welfare,

your enterprise, your labors, and your success. He
who has called you to this work, I trust will direct your

way, and bless you in it. From Him, the great Head

of the Church, you doubtless expect to receive your

chief support, comfort and consolation. He is omnipo-

tent and omnipresent, and from his blessed legacy may

you ever read with satisfaction,
'

Lo, I am with you al-

way,' and in all your trials cast your care upon Him who

careth for his people. Yet, notwithstanding, it must be

gratifying to you to know that you have friends, however

distant, who feel an interest in your welfare, who love

and pray, both for you and the work in which you are

eno^ao-ed. Around the fireside we think and speak of

you, and wlien we gatlier around the family altar, we

pray for you. At the monthly concert, we remember and

talk of the missionary far from his country and relatives

subject to a thousand unknown trials
; giving Ms all to

the service of our common Lord. And there we endeavor

to commend him to our Heavenly Father. That you

may be abundantly blessed of God with the consolations

of his Holy Spirit, and that in a land of heathen dark-

ness, the light of his countenance may ever shine into
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your heart, that yovl may be the honored instrument

in his hand of turning many souls to Christ, is the

prayer of your Christian friends and of a Cliristian

people."

In an old commonplace book, Tvhich he had in

use while at Andover, he had copied out, apparently for

his own guidance, the following from the pen of the Rev.

Levi Spaulding, Ceylon :

"qualifications op a missionary.

"
1. Ardent Piety.

"
2. More than a common degree of zeal, but under

the control of good common sense^ which, by the way, is

better than sound learning.
"

3. Kindness, gentleness, brotherly love.
"
4. A spirit to be least of all and last of all in

the field
;
a spirit to do much and say little.

"5. Cheerfulness.
"
6. A hasty temper is bad

; ijeevisliness is worse.

"7. A man must be willing to be called the worst of

names, and tliat to his face, and still be able to keep his

temper.
"

8. He must expect sometimes to be contradicted^

sometimes hlamed ; and this, too, by those whom he

must fellowship."

From Henry Martyn's life, he transcribed the follow-

ing :

"
If any qualification seems necessary to a mis-

sionary in India, it is wisdom operating in the regulation
of the temper and improvement of opportunities.

"The missionary must not go out for gain^ worldly

gain. He should have a spirit and a zeal that will carry

4*
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him without any support except that which God gives

him.
" For human examples, we find recorded the following :

"Francis Xavier,

born in Navarre, a province of Spain, in 1508, and

died near Canton, at Sancian, in 1552, in the 46th year
of his age ;

a Eoman Catholic by birth
j
in life a most

devoted minister of the Lord Jesus."

" Samuel J. Mills,

was born in Torringford, in the County of Litchfield,

Connecticut, a minister's son.
'

Oh, that I had never

been born ! oh, that I had never been born !

' '

My son,'

said his mother,
'

you are born, and you can never throw

off your existence and your everlasting accountability for

all your conduct.' Oh, glorious sovereignty !

"



CHAPTEH X.

"J.S tlie cloud is consumed and DanisTieth aicay^ so he tliat goetli dawn

to the grave shall come up no more.''- Job vii. 9.

DEATHS OP EMINENT MEX DR. MOERISOX's LETTER

OBITUARY LORD NAPIER FUNERAL SERMON LADY

NAPIER THE CHINESE TREATMENT OF LORD NAPIER.

1834.

THE year 1834 was marked by the demise of the

Rev. Robert Morrison and the Right Hon. Lord

Napier, his Majesty's chief superintendent of British

commerce in China, between whom and the subject of

this memoir there existed the strongest friendship and

regard.

On the 8th of July, Dr. Morrison writes toMr. Bridgman :

"
It grieves me tliat my strength of body and mind are so

far reduced as to incapacitate me from writing anything

for the Be^yository. I cannot be surprised that after

so long a residence in a hot climate my strength should

fail. God has mercifully lengthened my life and labors

far beyond many who entered the field when I did. I

have a few, and but a few seniors in service throughout

the whole extent of Asia. Old Carey and Marshman

are the only ones I know, But now, although the

muscular fibre, remains, its spirit of strength, whatever

that may consist in, is gone. My days are spent lying

(83)
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on a couch, and my nights in restless tossings to and fro,

or sitting at a window, next the sea, to catch a breath of

cool air."

The next Tve learn is the following entry in Mr.

Bridgman's diary :

^'August 1st, 1834. Death of Dr. Morrison, at 10 o'clock

this evening. Lord, then gavest, and thou hast taken

avY^ay, and blessed be thy Holy Name."

Dr. Morrison was in the 53d year of his age. From an

obituary of Dr. M., by the Rev. E. Stevens, we make an ex-

tract :

" His talents and great industry need no eulogy from

partial friendship, for his works praise him. In extent

of knowledge, he was undoubtedly the first Chinese

scholar living. In efforts to make this language known
to foreigners, and chiefly to the English, he has done

more than any other man living or dead
;
and in making

known our holy religion to the Chinese, no one has done

more. He lived to see all the chief objects on which

were spent his labors and life, either accomplished or in

the way of accomplishment, and was then taken away.""^

Of his Christian character, Mr. B. wrote :

" Dr. M. was eminently a man after God's own heart.
"

1. He had clear views of God and the cardinal doc-

trines of revelation. He saw God always before him,

and in the Bible he saw not the words of man but the

word of God.
"
2. He had clear views of eternity ;

Heaven and Hell

were realities.

"
3. He had clear views of man, of his original excel-

lpr.pp rnnrj^ of his early and utter ruin by the fall.

* Chinese Repository, vol. iii., p. 178.
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"
4. Consequently, he had clear views of the necessity

of preaching the Gospel to all men.
''

5. His faith, hope, and charity were strong.
"

6. He was eminently a man of prayer.
"
7. He was bold and resolute in the preaching and

defence of the Gospel.
"
8. He was of a most Catholic spirit, liberal in a re-

markable degree.
"
9. Always serious.

"
10. Always laborious.

"11. Always anxious to save sinners.

"12. Always anxious to glorify God.

" The royal commission, under Lord Napier, arrived in

July, 1834, denied an audience with the governor at Can-

ton in the first place, the generous nobleman, unwilling
in any way to compromise the honor or the rights due to

foreigners, and harassed and constrained, he retired to

Macao, where shortly afterwards, on the 11th of October,

Lord Napier expired."

From the Canton Register of the 21st inst. we copy the

following :

" Not all the skill of the medical art, the soothing

attentions of his family, nor the pure air of Macao, sufficed

to arrest the fatal progress of his lordship's indisposition

(which was an attack of fever). His only relief from

buffering was in devotional exercises, in which he was as-

sisted by the Eev. Mr. Bridgman, whom he had learned

to esteem as a preacher when attending his public wor-

ship at Canton. Mr. Bridgman pronounced his funeral

sermon from Numbers xxiii. 10 :

' Let me die the death

of the righteous, and let my last end be like his.^
"
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From this discourse we make a short extract on the

qualities of the deceased :

" His views respecting divine

subjects were clear, simple, and scriptural. He ivas

dee])ly read in his Bible. In matters of religion, as well

as in regard to all other subjects, he thought and acted

for himself, unbiased by the opinions of other men. His

ancestors were all pious, and devoted royalists, and in

their religious worship they followed the Episcopal order,

for which he ever had a high respect ;
but in his own

worship he adopted the forms of the Presbyterian Church.

He had a humble opinion of himself."

Among Mr. Bridgman's papers is a letter from Lady
Napier, who, after the death of her husband, returned

home with her family. As it relates much to her bereave-

ment, and the interests of her children, we only quote the

concluding paragraph :

"
I had an opportunity of sending your letter to Fran-

cis by their old tutor, about three weeks ago, and expect
to hear from him shortly in reply ; may God bless it to

him, dear, dear child. I also sent two copies of your ser-

mon, and all our own people, in our own quiet home, have

the same now, and many a one loill hless your 7iame, my
dear sir, amongst these lonely valleys of Elterick, for the

kindness you showed to their beloved master and friend.'"'

Concerning the political aspect in China at the com-

mencement of the year 1835, Mr. B. writes :

"
It was rumored among the Chinese early this month,

that a British fleet had arrived off their coast, having
come hither to seek redress for the injuries sustained

during the last summer and autumn.
" After all that has transpired since Lord Napier came
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to China, seven months aeo, we do not wonder that the

people should anticipate, and the local authorities fear the

presence of armed ships. The time cannot, we think, be

very distant when the Chinese government must come in di-

rect contact with the British authorities and those of other
' barbarian nations,' and only let the latter be well pre-

pared for such an issue, and supported by a force which,

wliih? it affords protection and security, shall command

respect, the sooner this takes place the better.
''

Hitherto foreign powers have taken great precaution
to keep aloof from the Chinese. This course, however,
so far from producing any respect and good will, has had

the opposite effect.

"
If the course which the Chinese pui'sued with regard

to Lord Xapier were fully known to the king and people

of Great Britain, it would call forth their united and

strong indignation. That course was most barbarous

and unjust, and there seems now a consciousness among
the Chinese that their government has outraged the laws

of common right and humanity. "Wrongs and insults

have been heaped on the representatives of a great and

powerful nation, seeking an amicable, an honorable, and

a profitable intercourse. Proclamations, containing false

and injurious statements concerning both the king and

the people of Great Britain, have been sent through the

empire, and in broad capitals
'

posted up where all eyes

can see them.' If these gross injuries are passed by un-

noticed, it will encourage and incite the aggressors to re-

peat and increase them. We wait with no small degree

of anxiety to see what course the British government will

adopt in the present emergency."
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There seems to be but two courses which can well be pur-

sued, and foreign governments must either take the high

ground of perfect equality, and maintain it, or abandon

utterly all such pretensions. It is ridiculous to hoist the

si2:nal of authoritv where none is acknowledo-ed." *

* Chinese Repository, vol. iii., p. 472.



CHAPTER XI.

^^And all that zcill live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu-

tion.^'' 2 Timothy iii. 12.

CIRCULAR LETTER LETTER FROM LEAXG-AFAH TO PASTORS

PERSECUTION CHIXESE EDICT FOREIGN MISSION-

ARIES IN THE EAST DEATH OF A CHINESE MERCHANT.

1835.

XT seems appropriate here to give place to a circular
^

letter, prepared by Mr. Bridgman and his friend the

Hon. J. R. Morrison, giving an account of the progress
of missionary operations to the beginning of the year
1835.

" To Pastors, aiid Teachers, and all iclio ardently love

the Lord Jesus, the Saviour of the World :

" The increasinir desire amon"^ Christians to know the

condition of the unevanirelized and idolatrous nations, is

one of the most pleasing signs of the times. Those who

enjoy the manifold blessings of the Gospel are manifesting
such a degree of interest for the conversion of the whole

loorld, as has not been witnessed since the days of the

apostles. A voice of anxious inquiry is heard in the

churches, and thousands and tens of thousands are beffin-

ning to do to others as they would have others do to

(89)
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them. This greatly encourages the hearts of those who
have gone among the gentiles, and at the same time it in-

creases their obli.ixations to be faithful, both in preaching
the Gospel to the heathen, and in making known to their

fellow Christians at home the wants and the woes of those

among whom they labor.
" On the 4th of September, 1832, just twenty-five years

after his first arrival in China, Dr. Morrison wrote a cir-

cular letter to the churches, briefly sketching the progress

of the mission up to that time and its state at that period.

From that date until his death, August 1st, 1834, the mis-

sion enjoyed an unexampled degree of success. A few

changes had occurred : Messrs. Tracy, Williams, Johnson,

and Munson, had come to join the mission
;
Mr. Abeel

had been obliged, by ill health, to leave it
;
and Mr. Mun-

son was cut off while preparing himself for his work.

But the removal of the father and founder of the mission

made a breach in our ranks which cannot soon be repaired.

Our desire for his stay among us was increased, because

we had reason to anticipate that the contemplated

changes in the commercial and political relations be-

tween foreigners and Chinese would (as has proved to be

the case), expose the mission to new difficulties. But, in

the midst of our trials and perplexieties, nothing beyond

what we ought to have expected has befallen us, or the

little band of native Christians who are around us. Some

of them have been called to suffer persecution, and com-

pelled to flee from their country. With deep interest

our Christian friends will peruse the following letter. It

was written by our Christian brother on board ship, just

before his departure for Singapore.
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"Letter from Leaxg-afah.

*' '

Leang-afah respectfully writes to all tlie pastors, and

teachers, and whoever else ardently loves, and reverently

believes in, Jesus the Saviour of the world, wishing them

happiness and repose.
" '

Having obtained of our Lord and Saviour the aid

of tlie Holy Spirit, for several years I have been enabled

to persevere in the promulgation of the Gospel ;
and

holding forth the principles of happiness, have urged my
countrymen to cast away their idols, and serve only the

great Lord and Ruler, the Creator of all things. By the

abundant grace of the Saviour, the Holy Spirit has been

sent down to renew the hearts of more tlian ten persons.

These have all received the rite of baptism ;
and believ-

ing ill Jesus for the remission of their sins, serve the

Lord God with one heart, and walk accordim? to the

precepts of the Gospel. Their names are Le-she, Leang-

atih, Leang-achin, Leang-ataou, Le-asin, Chow-asau, Woo-

achansr, Ashun, Afuh, Lew-checlianor, and Keuh-aG^ano;.
" ' For three or four years, I have been constantly in

the liabit of circulating the Scripture Lessons, both in

the city of Canton and in the neiirhborins: villa f>'es
;
and

everywhere many received them iovfuilv, while those

vv^ho v/ould not were few. This year, the triennial ex-

amination of the literary candidates from all parts of

the province, was held in the provincial city (Canton) ;

and it was my desire quickly to distribute the books

among them all. Therefore, on the 20th of August, with

Woo-achang, Cliow-asau, and Leang-asun, I commenced

and distributed more than 1,000 sets (5,000 volumes) of



92 ELIJAH COLEMAN BRIDGMAK

the Scripture Lessons, which were received with gladness

by all the students, and without the least disturbance.

This rejoiced our hearts, and the next day we distributed

another thousand sets in the same manner, and without

any trouble. On the third day, when several hundred sets

were circulated, a police officer seized Woo-achang with

a set of the books, and took him before the chief magis-

trate of the district of Xanhae, who, when he had ex-

amined the books, bid the officer not to interfere with a

matter of so small importance. The police officer, there-

fore, dropped the business, and Woo-achang returned.

On the fourth day, perceiving that the magistrate did not

interfere with the distribution of the Scripture Lessons

and tracts, we proceeded with our work. But when a

few hundred had been scattered, the police officer came

with attendants, and siezed ten sets of the Scripture

Lessons with Afuh, one of the distributers, and was

taking them away, when Afuh broke from the officer and

returned.
" ' The next day, August 25th, I heard that the police

officer took the books and went and reported the case to

the Chefoo (the chief magistrate of the department of

Kwangchowfoo), and supposing that he would send men

to seize us, we put all the books that remained into

boxes, and removed them to another place. The follow-

ing day I returned to my house in the country. On the

31st the Chefoo sent officers to my residence (in the city)

and seized Chow-asau and his partner Akae, and brought

them before him for trial. Akae, being interrogated,

declared that he knew nothing of our arrangements con-

cerning the books. Upon this the Chefoo commanded his
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attendants to drag him aTray, and give him forty blows

on the face. This beating was so severe that it rendered

Akae unable to speak. But when Chow-asau was ex-

amined, he disclosed everything, both concerning the

Scripture Lessons and our tracts. The next day, the

Chefoo sent in pursuit of me a great number of his men
;

who, being unsuccessful in their search, went on the 2d

of September, conducted by Chow-asau, and seized Woo-

yingtae, one of the printers. September 4th, Chow-asau

went with the men to a neighboring village, where they
seized Atseih, another of the printers, and brought him

with four hundred copies of the Scripture Lessons, and

the blocks, to the office of the Chefoo. On the 6th of

September, they took Achang, one of the men who had

been employed in making the blocks.
" ' On the 8th I heard all these proceedings, and im-

mediately took my wife and daughter and fled to Keang-
mun. The next day the Chefoo sent two government
boats with about a hundred men to my native village to

seize my whole family, male and female. But not finding

any of us, they seized three of my kindred, and every-

thing in my house, the doors of which they sealed up.

They took away all the domestic animals from my kin-

dred. And they continued going from place to place

seeking for my family ;
but they sought in vain. On the

16th, they returned to Canton, and there seized one of

my relatives, Wangae. Another of my relatives came

secretly, and told mo all that had transpired. Imme-

diately I took my wife and child and fled to Chihkau,

where I remained several days.
" ' At length my money was all expended ;

there was no
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way to escape, and I dared not return to Canton lest I

should fall into the hands of police officers. I therefore

directed my Avife to go to the city, and send a messenger

requesting Mr. Bridgman to assist me with money to

purchase food, and if necessary, to enable me to flee to

some other place. (Keangmun and Chilikau are towns

west from Macao.) Unexpectedly, he had gone to Ma-

cao, and she was obliged to return without having
obtained any assistance. I then returned with my family

to Keangmun, and seeing myself entirely destitute of

money, and there being no one of whom I could borrow,

I earnestly prayed to God to grant us his gracious assist-

ance, and afibrd me protection in a visit to Mr. Bridg-

man at Macao. Thanks to the protecting mercy of God,
I reached Macao in safety. And when I met Mr. Bridg-

man, the sorrow of my heart was so extreme that I could

not refrain from weeping bitterly ;
but he, seeing my

sorrow, told me not to grieve, because Agang and Mr.

Morrison had sent men to the office of the Chefoo, and

ascertained that for $800 all the persons who had been

taken could be liberated, and the pursuit after myself
and family be abandoned. This alleviated my grief,

thouo-h Mr. Bridjrman added, that the arrangements were

not yet settled, and that he must wait for another letter

from Canton. He gave me $24 to carry to my family,

and directed me to come again immediately to Macao.

I thanked him and went home directly ;
but when I told

my wife that the difficulty was settled, she could hardly
credit my words, and remained half believing and half

doubting. I then gave her the money, and the same day
returned to Macao. After waiting two days at Mr.
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Brldgman's house, he reeeired Mr. Morrison's letter in-

forming him that it was finally agreed that all the prison-

ers should be liberated for $800, but that the Fooguen

(the Lieutenant-Governor of the province) insisted on

my being apprehended. As soon as Mr. Bridgman learned

these particulars, he took me and my son Atih in a fast

boat to Captain Parry's ship at Lintin, who, when he had

heard our calamities, most c'ladlv and kindly entertained

US in his ship.
'' Thus situated, I called to mind that all those who

preach the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour must suffer

persecution. I therefore meditated on Rom. viii. 31-39
;

on James v. 11
;
and on Peter v. 10. And thouirh I can-

not equal the patience of our Saviour, or of Paul, or of

Job, in enduring suffering, yet I desire to imitate the

ancient saints, and to keep my heart in peace. And

though I suffer severe persecution, my heart finds some

rest and joy, and my only fear now is, lest the Chinese

officers should injure my wife and daughter. I therefore,

morning and evening, beseech God mercifully to protect
and save them

;
and I also beg the pastors and teachers,

and all who ardently love the Lord and Savour, to pity

and pray for them. Therefore I send salutations to all

who ardently love our Lord and Saviour.
"
Leang-afah bows and pays his respects."

"
October ISth. The foregoing letter," says Mr. Bridg-

man " was written at our request, which we made, suppos-

ing that his narrative would be far more interesting than

anv statements of our own. All the facts we know to be

correct. In the translation we have omitted some of the
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names of places, and have rendered the wliole as concise

as the original Avould allow."

Here follows in the letter a Chinese edict prohibiting

the printing and sale of such evil books as Afah dis-

tributed (which was with the consent and direction of his

friends, Messrs. Bridgman and Morrison) ;
and ''

if any
one should dare to act irregularly, and print or circulate

such books, he shall assuredly be immediately seized and

punished with severity."

The government denounced xifah as a traitor, and the

Holy Scriptures as the
"
vile and trashy publications of

the outside barbarians."
" The suiferino-s and loss sustained bv those who were

imprisoned are severe.
" The peculiar situation of the mission, and the charac-

ter of the Chinese government, have hitherto prevented
the organization of a church in this place. Fourteen

have been baptized. With a few of these we are well

acquainted, and have pleasing evidence that they have

been renewed in their hearts by the Holy Spirit ;
with

others we have not had the pleasure of a personal ac-

quaintance ;
nor do we suppose, from what Ave have

learned concerning them, that they have all been born of

God. All of them, however, excepting the children of

Afah, who were baptized when very young, have come

forward of their own accord, and by baptism declared

themselves to be the disciples of Jesus.

" The foreign laborers now in this field are :

" Rev. Walter H. Medhurst, . . Batavia.
" Jacob Tomlin, . . . Malacca,
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Rev,
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suers (as at one time we supposed he had), his life, for

aught we can see, would have been taken from him. But

our Heavenly father has kept both him and us in safety,

and though the prospect before us is dark, very dark, yet

we see no reason to be discoura2:ed : on the contrary, we
find much to call forth new faith, new zeal, new efforts,

new laborers, and, above all, more frequent and fervent

prayers. The field seems boundless
;
and in many places

it is already white for the harvest. But the laborers are

few.
^

Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest that

he will send forth more laborers into his harvest.'
" Written in behalf, and by the direction of, the Chris-

tian Union in China.

"Elijah Colemax Bridgman,
"John Robert Morrison.

"
Canton, CJiina, Jan. 20th, 1835."

"
31ay Sth, 1835. Death of Mowqua. This occurred

yesterday, the 7th inst., about 10 o'clock, p. m., at his

residence in Honan, aged 49 years. It is not easy to

determine whether the sensation produced by the an-

nouncement of this sad event leaves the strongest testi-

mony ao'ainst the individual, or the native inhabitants of

Canton who were acquainted with him. From all, ex-

cept his relatives and personal friends, there seems to be

one universal expression of joy that he is taken away.
It is proper, no doubt, to throw the

' mantle of charity'

over the misdeeds of the dead so far as they have no

connection with the living. It is possible, in the present

instance, that sufficient allowance is not made for the cir-

cumstances of the individual. Being one of the senior
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merchants of the Co-hong, he was often compelled to be

the organ of the government, and in this way he some-

times drew down on himself censure when it was not due.

He was, however, evidently unfriendly to the extension

of the rights and privileges of foreigners in this country.

He possessed nominal rank, and has, we understand, been

at the capital, where he formed an acquaintance with his

excellency Loo, the present Governor of this province.

Great efforts are being made, by the employment of

priests and nuns, to secure for him an entrance into the

Temple of Heaven. The cofi&n in which his body is to

be laid cost $370.
"
May 25th. Many cases of sickness and death have

occurred in Canton and its vicinity during the last two

or three months, some of these, so far as we can ascer-

tain, are evidently cases of the epidemic or malignant
cholera. The death of the late Mowqua seems to have

been occasioned by this disease."

What a melancholy contrast between the rich idolater

and the two previous individuals, the closing scenes of

whose lives have been narrated. One, the ambassador

of Christ to a heathen people, and the other entrusted

with the management and responsibility of negotiating

on amicable terms for a Christian government. The

two last animated and cheered in their last moment? bv

the hopes of the Gospel, and the other's obsequies cele-

brated by the rites of heathenism !



CHAPTER XII.

' As cold waters to a thirsty soul so is good news from a far

country.
'''' Proverbs xxv. 25.

ARRIVAL OF DR. PARKER PERPLEXITIES LIGHT I2T

DARKNESS LETTERS THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT.

1836.

n["^HE year 1836 opened upon the subject of this me-
^ moir with encouragement. He was no longer alone.

The Rev. Edwin Stevens, who for three vears had acted

as chaplain at Canton, under the patronage and direction

of the Seaman's Friend Society, according to an under-

standing with that society and with the committee, when
he left this country, now came under the direction of the

Board, as a missionary to China.

Dr. Peter Parker reached Canton Oct. 26th. Be-

tween the latter and Mr. Bridgman there existed a

valued friendship, which continued through life. In

regard to his work, Mr. Bridgman writes to the Board,

from Canton, that
" considerable progress had been made

in the revision of the Scriptures in Chinese, both Messrs.

Medhurst and J. R. Morrison being engaged in the work
with himself."

The revision had proceeded as far as the book of

Numbers, in the Old Testament, and to the Epistles to the

(100)
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Corintliians, in the Xew, when the printing had been

suddenlv interrupted, as the following extract from a

later communication from Mr. Bridgman will show :

" Clouds and darkness still gather thick over this land

of cruel idolatry. A little light now and then appears ;

but for the most part all is thick gloom. My heart dies

within me, and I hardly know what to hope or what

to do.
" The revision or re-translation of the Bible has been

one chief object of attention during the last six months,

and I have been long delaying to write to the Bible

Society, hoping to be able soon to tell them something

good respecting their work. The revision has gone on

well. Several months ago one of the gospels was put

into the hands of a printer in Canton, but the excursion

up the river Min put the authorities all on the watch,

and our work stopped instantly. (This was a voyage

up the eastern coast taken by Messrs. Medhurst and

Stevens.) Since then we have been endeavoring to send

men to Singapore to print. Five (four of them block-

cutters) went on the 26th ult.
;
seven more were to go

in a ship to be dispatched to-day. They left Canton five

days ago, and were soon alongside the ship at Lintin.

Then their hearts failed them, and now they are all

back in Canton. It is very doubtful whether we shall

be able to rally them, and equally doubtful whether we

can get others to go.
" Soon as possible.we must become independent of the

Chinese, by having our own metallic types. We are all

in good health, and have abundant reason for gratitude

to God for his great mercies towards us : but I must say
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to you that we are weak, very weak. I feel helpless as

a child. Until very much more strength is brought into

this field, I do not see how great things are to be accom-

plished. The work is of God, and I am sure he will

carry it on. This is my hope and my joy."
^

In contrast with the darkness and persecution of

paganism, where Mr. Bridgman had, in imitation of his

divine Master, chosen to take up his abode, it is pleasant

to turn to the bosom of his family friends, and see how

affectionately the long-absent one is remembered. The

reception of letters from loving and lovable relatives is

one of the sweetest ingredients in the cup of human hap-

piness, and a solace to the trial of a long separation.

"
Belcheiitown, 2d Sept., 1836.

. . . .

" Think you, my brother, that time and distance

have in the heart diminished my love for you? Far

otherwise. Often do I, by fond memory, review the

scenes long since past, when, as Saturday night returned,

you were numbered with the family circle, or perhaps,

at longer intervals, a vacation gave you an opportunity

of spending a few days under the paternal roof. The

impression made upon my mind by your last visit home,

together with the interesting exercises of your ordina-

tion, will never, no never be effaced. I love to dwell

upon it, and in imagination follow you to distant heathen

shores. Nor do my thoughts stop here. Methinks I see

you, from early dawn to the silent hour of midnight,

with all the zeal and ardor of a devoted missionary,

* Missionary Herald, vol. xxxiii., p. 383.
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laboring for Him t\^1io called you to the work, and who,

when you have finished it, will enable you to say with

the great apostle,
'

I have fought a good fight, I have

finished my course, I have kept the faith
;
henceforth

there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which

the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day.'
''

Sometimes, my brother (pardon me, if it is wrong),

do I anticipate your return to country and home. In

this hope I am strengthened by a letter received a short

time since from Mr. King, saying that, on his return to

China, he should recommend you to such a course. Dear

brother, do not think me selfish in my wishes
;
I am

unwillins: to allow it. I would not for a moment desire

your return, did I not think your health required it.

And then, too, when I reflect upon the apathy which

pervades the American churches on the subject of mis-

sions, I cannot refrain from exclaiming,
'

Oh, that some

missionary would return, and sound long and loud in

our ears the wants of the heathen world !' But I for-

bear." ....

The arrival of the mail in the far-off land of Sinim is

an event generally anticipated with pleasure, but it is

often the case that when the full complement of letters

arrives, the black seal and the big tears chasing each

other in quick succession down the pallid cheek of the

son, brother, or sister tells the sad tale that another lov-

ing heart has been taken from the home circle.

The following extract is from a cousin :

" In my last letter to you, I recollect that I had occa-

sion to speak of the recent deatli of your dear father,
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and also of mine
;
and now I must tell you that your dear

second mother is laid in the silent grave. She was a

Christian and an excellent woman, and she died a most

happy death. Thus one after anoth.er drops into tlie

grave ;
but if we are only prepared for that solemn event,

it matters but little at what age.
" A few weeks since, I was made to think very much

of you. There is a collection of curiosities in this city,

brought from China by a Mr. Dunn, very elegant, costly,

and very extensive, accompanied by a little pamphlet,

explanatory, in which Mr. D. often quotes you as au-

thority. As I walked up and down the long
' Chinese

Hall,' I almost felt as if I mis^ht look out for vou. It is

considered one of the greatest curiosities in this coun-

try. It shows one the life of all ranks and classes in

China.''

But we turn from the Christian household, under whose

hallowed influence the missionary was trained for his re-

sponsible position, to contemplate for a little the people

among whom he dwells, and where lie was preparing the

way for others to
"
enter into his labors.'^

The following extract is from Mr. Bridgman's own pen :

" From time immemorial the Chinese have stood alone.

They have been, and are still, an isolated people. This,

doubtless, has resulted in part from their own choice, and

in part from circumstances more or less beyond their con-

trol. Differing from the rest of the world in their lan-

guage, laws, government, domestic habits, religious rites,

etc., they have not deemed it expedient or practicable to

form, with the rest of the world, tliose friendly relations

which afford the philanthropist the most ready means for
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bringing the people of every land and of every name into

that state of improvement, that state of millennial peace
and prosperity foretold by ancient seers. Though but

partially acquainted Tvith their history, we see sufficient

cause for that exclusive policy and that isolated attitude

which tlievhave hitherto so signally maintained in direct

opposition to the fundamental principles of society. Xo
nation is without its peculiarities, nor even an individual.

These, however, do not exempt either the one or the

other from those more permanent traits of character,

those intellectual qualities and feelings common to the

whole race of man. To one overwhelmed with srrief, it

matters little whether black or white, or some other color,

is the badge of mourning. If his parents have been taken

from him, and he is left without friends or the means of

comfort and support, the child must feel his orphanage,
and when he is famishing for food he will not care whe-

ther it is served to him Avith his own native choj? sticks,

or in any other manner, provided he can allay his hun-

ger. Probably the Chinese have more peculiarities than

can be found among any other people ; this, however,
does not exempt them from feeling grief, pain, reproach,

honor, hope, fear, and the like as keenly as any other

mortals. With their peculiarities we have little more to

do than to understand them with the simple object to

meet and hear the Chinese as men, not as infernal or

celestial, but as human beings.
" The question has often been asked, what ought Euro-

peans to do what course ought they to pursue with

regard to the Chinese ? In order to give the question a

fair answer, it is needful to glance for a moment at the

5^
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present state of the country and character of the people.

An empire of great extent, containing 360,000,000"^ of

people, with the one man at its head, declares itself the

source and centre of all earthly good, while all the rest

of the world is regarded and treated as barbarian and

hostile. Around the imperial throne are collected the

most able men in the nation, ranked and lionored respec-

tively according to the influence which they have been

able to acquire and exercise. To these great ministers

of state the affairs of the empire are chiefly entrusted,

all they do or propose, however, being subject to the will

of their master, the Emperor.
" This government stands, not by the voice of public

opinion, but by its own mastery, and when that mastery
is lost, and it is daily becoming weaker and weaker,

there must come a change of dynasty an event we de-

precate, because, judging from the analogy of all past

times, it will be accompanied with immense havoc and

bloodshed. No nation on earth has yet done for itself,

much less for others, one half what it ought to do, or will

do, when both tlie rulers and the ruled learn to act ac-

cording to the Christian code the New Testament.
" We will now enumerate some of the objects which

we think should be kept in view, and sought for steadily

and perseveringly until they are obtained :

''

1. Ministers plenipotentiary should reside in Peking,
with all the securities, immunities, and honors which are

usually secured to such functionaries among equal and

independent sovereignties. . . .

"
2. All the parts of the empire should be made acces-

* The present estimate of inhabitants in China is 400,000,000.



THE CHINESE GOYEBmiENT. 107

sible, as they once were m the reign of Kanghi, to foreign

vessels of every nation, under such regulations as will

guarantee to the government their just duties, and cus-

toms, and to merchants, both native and foreign, such

security as will enable them to prosecute their business

in a safe and honorable manner. . . .

"3. Consuls should be appointed at several of the

principal ports, clothed with authority sufficient to pro-

tect the foreigner and to afford the government a guar-

antee that each and every person belonging to their

respective nations shall be held amenable, in open court,

the consul, himself, being in attendance and consenting
to answer for his behavior.

"
Every facility should be allowed for acquiring a

thorough knowledge of the language, laws and usages
of the Chinese, and for the preservation of health and

property, with a free use of all the ordinary conveniences

requisite for the transportation, travelling, etc., on per-

fect equality, and at the same rates of charges with the

natives of the country."*
The views advanced in the foregoing extract, Mr.

Bridgman lived to see, to some extent, realized, and

nothing rejoiced his heart more than to behold tke bar-

riers breaking down, which liad kept this people so ex-

cluded from the rest of the world. He regarded it as

the
"
stronghold

"
of the great enemy of truth and righte-

ousness, and used his voice and pen to call the attention

of Christendom to these wide fields
" white unto the har-

vest" of the Gospel.
A few words on the intellectual character of the Chi-

* Chinese Repository, toI. vi., pp. 1-7.
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nese may not be unsuitable in connection with the fore-

going.
"
Whether," says Mr. B.,

"
the Chinese are to come

within the ranee of modern iniDrovement soon, or not till

after the lapse of ages, depends in no small degree on

the course pursued by foreiarners. The people of this

country believe that the highest attainments of which

the human mind is capable, have been made by their own

ancient kings. To the past, therefore, they look for

Avhatevci is excellent, both in prece]:)t and in practice.

Some broken rays of pure light, no doubt, were commu-

nicated to the eastern patriarchs, having been transmitted

from the great progenitors of our race through their im-

mediate descendants. But all traditionary light was

soon extinct
;

all correct ideas of Deity, and of man's

orio^in and destinv were soon lost
;
and the human m.ind

groped in darkness. Thus alienated from their Maker,

the source of all good, it may be that the Chinese have

advanced as far in improvement as the human intellect

can go in its own light and by its own strength. Were

the subject thorouglily investigated, it might appear that

the people of this empire have been estimated too low by

foreigners. Here, as everywhere else, there is a great

diversity in both physical and mental structure. The

proportions of the body, the formation of the eye, and

the length of the arm, may differ widely, while muscular

strength and the power of action are equal. Taking

them all in all, we suspect the Chinese will not, in

natural endowments, suffer in comparison with the inhabit-

ants of any other equal portion of the globe. The impress

of the Creator's hand is clearly seen in the east, as in the

^est in the structure of the mind as in that of the body.
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" And until further information is afforded us, we are

disposed to admit and to maintain, tliat the Chinese are

not, naturally deficient in mental capacities, and that in

useful attainments thev have advanced as far as any

people ever have gone, or can go, without the aids of

divine revelation.
'' One of the chief causes of failure in gaining access to

the Chinese, in holding intercourse with them, and in

exercising any good influence over them, has consisted

hitherto in our ici'norance of their character. Thev are

not made up entirely of peculiarities. When they see a

thing to be good and useful to themselves, tliey know
how to appreciate it, and are eager enough to obtain it.

* In modern times,' sav thev,
'

there have come in from

foreign countries three good things ; vaccination, fire-

engines, and a constant flow of rice.' . . .

" Truth is one, human nature is one. ^lan has a common

origin ;
but the circumstances of the human family vary

almost infinitely, and the minds of men, like their bodies,

diverge into endless variety. Power over mind, as well

as over matter, is acc{uired by knowledge. Foreigners
are without any great influence over the Chinese, because

tliev have too little knowleds^e of tlieir character. Even

when in direct intercourse, carried on by conversation

or by writing, embarrassments, growing out of ignorance,

are constantly experienced. Honor, virtue, benevolence,

justice, conscience, right and wrong, and a thousand otlier

terms, actually mean very different things when used by
different persons. Here creatures of the imagination,

mere fancies, are called true doctrines, while tlie eternal

truths of God are branded as falsehoods and lies ! . . .



110 ELIJAH COLEMAN BUIDOMAN.

' The improvement of foreign relations with China,

and the improvement of tlie Cliincse, are inseparable;
and both may be accelerated, retarded, or stopped^ en-

tirely, according as foreigners shape the course of tlieir

conduct. In this point of view, it is of great importance
that we acquire extensive knowledge, not of the language
and country merely, but of the people not of their

sinews, but of their minds."



CHAPTER XIII.

"^ 7ioise of war in the camp.'''' ExoDrs xxxii. 17.

RUMORS OF WAR.

1837 1842.

TOURXAL OF Occurrences. " A crisis is approach-^
iiig- a crisis which cannot be contemplated without

great anxiety and concern. The severity exercised has

already given rise to many evil forebodings and some

irregular proceedings among the people. Many idle

rumors are afloat, and all seem alike unable to conjecture

wliat is to be tlie issue of the present mode of pro-

cedure. It was rumored, not long ago, that a general

search was to be made tlirousfhout all the houses and

shops of Canton. Popular assemblies were held, and it

became necessary for the local magistrates to announce,

by proclamation, that such was not their intention,

Lest it should be attempted, however, the gates of the

streets liave been repaired, so that if necessary, they

may be closed on the police and soldiers by the people,

until the latter shall have ascertained, by proper means,

that the search is to be conducted in a proper manner."

This state of the public mind was the result of the

opium traffic
;
and in order to intimidate their own peo-

(111)
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pie, the Chinese purposed to have a public execution of

a native dealer in front of the foreifrn factories, near

tlie American flagstaff. Against this procedure the

foreign residents protested that is, to the place of exe-

cution. If they would execute the man, they must do it

somewhere else. The flag was struck by order of the

consul, and all the preparations pushed down and tram-

pled upon. A mob of Chinese were collected, and for a

time there was a great tumult
;
showers of stones were

hurled against the doors and windows of the factories,

and it was not until sunset that the mob was dispersed^

In March, 1839, there was an entire suspension of

trade
;
the foreigners were detained in Canton by the

Chinese government ;
all their native servants left them

;

their supplies of food were cut of
; and, for a time, they

knew not where the matter would end. But after much
official correspondence between Lin, the Imperial Com-

missioner, and Capt. Elliot, the English superintendent,

the Chinese attained their object in the surrender of

20,283 chests of opium. After several days of weari-

some annoj^ance, by order of the Chinese commissioner,

the restrictions were taken off from the foreisrn residents

and they were supplied with fresh provisions and water.

In August of this year, the same thing was enacted

in Macao, provisions were interdicted, and foreigners

sought refuge on board ships, or proceeded to Hong-kong.
" The little fleet, consisting of small boats, schooners and

lorchas, crowded with passengers, men, women and chil-

dren, presented an aftecting spectacle as it moved slowly

away from the harbor."

Allusion is made to these events, because Mr. B. was
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in the midst of them, and he was no idle spectator ; they

were often in later years the subject of conversation, and

he looked upon all these scenes passing before him

as having a bearing upon the success of the Gospel in

this great heathen kingdom, and in opening the way for

its introduction and final triumph.
" To the foreign community in China, the events of

1839," savs Mr. Bridg:man, "have been of singular interest,

marked by extraordinary changes and reverses, and ends

with the prospect of open hostilities. That such an issue

may be averted, peace and prosperity restored, is our

ardent prayer to the God of nations, the ruler of all

princes."

But, how true is it,
"
that God's wavs are not as our

ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts ;" He saw it

needful that the
"
Central Flowerv Kino-dom" should feel

the power of foreign arms
;
and in August, 1840, Mr.

Brido;man writes :

"
Tlie o-auntlet has been thrown

;
the

flag of truce disregarded ; forts and batteries demolished
;

territory occupied ; neutrality violated
; captives taken,

and men left dead and dying on the battlefield. How-
ever peaceful they may desire to be, the good people of

Great Britain, after a friendlv intercourse of more than

200 vears, now find themselves at war with the Chinese.

Hostile elements, long buried up and concealed from the

public, have taken fire and burst forth. War has begun.
" We are on the eve of a new era and a erreat revolu-

tion has commenced. We have Ions* mourned over the

desolations around us. For these the Gospel is the only

remedy. And now, we trust, the God of nations is about

to open a highway for those who will preach the Word.
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"
I have a very recent date from my boy, Atili. He

does not forget the lessons he has received, nor lose his

love for the truth. His father, Afah, is againwith his family,

and has, by his exile, been strengthened in the faith."

" June 25t/i. A British squadron has arrived, and a

blockade of the port and river of Canton is declared to

take effect on the 20th inst. We do not think the strug-

gle will be of long continuance."^

On the 5th of July, 1840, being the 7th day of the

6th month, in the 20th year of the reign of Taoukwang, a

part of the dominion of the
" Great Pure Dynasty," fell

into the hands of a foreign power.
" China must bend or

break." The British flag was hoisted under a royal

salute fired on the island of Chusan.

The Rev. John Vincent Stanton, afterwards colonial

chaplain in Hong-kong, was taken prisoner by the Chi-

nese while bathing at Macao. He was a British subject,

and great anxiety and solicitude by his friends, both

English and American, was felt on his account, who, for

a long time, were kept in ignorance as to his fate.

It was ascertained, that, during his imprisonment, he

was allowed food, clothes, a Bible and prayer-book, and

some Chinese books, but he was manacled, and when first

taken treated with severity, even to blows. After an

imprisonment of four months and six days, he was

released, and returned to his friends in Macao.

An English lady, after being shipwrecked, was taken

by the Chinese, and put into a cage, carried from one

place to another until she reached Niugpo, where she

was imprisoned about four months.

*
Missionary Herald, 1841, p. 43.
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At the time of the shipwreck, which was on the coast

of Chusan, Mrs. Noble's husband and child were lost.

She, with four others, was saved in the small boat, and on

reaching the shore fell into the hands of the Chinese,

who put chains upon their necks and compelled them to

walk a distance of about twenty miles. Afterwards she,

with the others, were put into cages,
"
scarcely a yard

high, a little more than three quarters of a yard long,

and a little more than half a yard broad. The door

opened from the top. Into these/' says Mrs. Noble,
" we

were lifted, the chain around our necks being locked to

the covers. They put a long piece of bamboo through

the middle, a man took either end, and in this manner

we were jolted from city to city, to suffer insults from

the rabble." These prisoners were at length released,

and Mrs. Xoble returned to England a widow, but well

provided for by the foreign community in China, who

have ever been, and are now, distinguished for their

liberality to the distressed.

It was in March of this year that the degree of Doctor

of Divinity was conferred on Mr. Bridgman, by the

Chancellor of the University of New York.

At the termination of the war with England, Hong-

kong was ceded to that government.
"
It is a mountain-

ous and rocky island, and a high bluff hangs over the

town. It lies in about 115 degrees east longitude, and

22 decrees north latitude : it is about seven miles in

diameter, and three times as much in circumference."

On the 1st of July, 1842, Dr. Bridgman removed to

Hong-kong for the better prosecution of his missionary
labors. The Chinese Chrestomathy, which was prepared
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under the patronage of the Society for the Diffusion of

Useful Knowledge in China, was published in 1841, a

super royal octavo of 730 pages ;
it embraced a great

variety of subjects, and,
"
as its title indicates, was de-

signed to furnish a series of easy lessons comprising

simple instruction, or that which is plain and useful."

This, with the editing of the Rei^ository, the preachiog
of the Gospel, and his interest in the various local be-

nevolent societies in China, must have furnished abun-

dance of labor to him who was preparing the way for

others to enter this great missionary field.

In a letter to the Committee dated, Hong-kong, 22d

September, 1842, Dr. Bridgman speaks of his health,

and savs :

"
My own course during this year has exposed me to

illness not a little, and in more than one instance I have

been threatened with sickness. Indeed, two or three

times I liave been quite unstrung and almost unfit for

work. However, I have suffered but little, and have, I

hope, from that little become wiser. . . .

" At Hong-kong we think we may and ought to com-

mence foundations broad and deep for the whole system
of missionary operations. This the papal missionaries

have done, notwithstanding the missionary establishments

they have all over the empire. Here, they see, they will

have security and protection, and here their principal

missions will have their headquarters. Within a stone's

throw of where I^now write they have erected a large,

three-storied house, and a largo church adjoining is

nearly completed. On these two alone they will expend
about twenty thousand dollars. They shame us. But
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here, by the blessing of God, will we endeavor to work

preach Christ to tlie thousands of Chinese, teach the

young, prepare and manufacture books, and send them

forth far and wide to the destitute. Oh, for a thousand,

nay ten thousand hands, and millions of money to spread

the work !

" We are few and feeble, and almost utterly witliout

means. When I realize these thines it makes me sorrow-

ful and restless. Here in this empire are 360,000,000

souls
;
but how very little, as yet, is being done in their

behalf !

"
Offering up our daily prayers, and contributing gen-

erously of our substance, to carry on missionary opera-

tions, is not enough. To send forth preachers and

teachers, with Bibles and tracts, is not enough. Nor is

it sufficient that the Gospel be preached to all men. All

the means of grace are of diyine appointment, and rightly

employed will most surely accomplish all the ends for

which they were appointed. Christians haye been

known to say, with reference to the conyersion of

others, 'Well I haye done my duty; if these souls

perish, my skirts will be clean of their blood.' Few

indeed are the cases in which such language can be

used with propriety. Who, of all Christians living, can

say they have done their duty to the Chinese?"*

^Missionary Herald, vol. xxxix., pp. 55, 119, 120.
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^^And I will give peace ifi the landy Leviticus xxvi. 6.

HONG-KONG CEDED TO THE ENGLISH REMOVAL OF THE

MISSION CONDITION OF CHINA MES. DEAN's DEATH

THE HON. J. E. MOEEISON's LETTEE HIS DEATH FU-

NEEAL SEEMON DES. BEIDGMAN AND PAEKEE ACT AS

SECEETAEIES OF LEGATION DEATHS OF MES. BALL

AND MES. SHUCK PEACE.

1843 1844.

'T^HE war was over. Hong-kong being ceded to the
^

English government, the mission was removed to

Victoria, ah-eady a growing settlement, for the better

prosecution of missionary labors. In his monthly peri-

odical, Mr. Bridgman gives a view of the condition and

prospects of the country at this time, and remarks :

"
Henceforth, the

' Centre Kingdom
'

the
'

Celestial

Empire
'

ancient and long secluded China takes rank

among the nations of the earth, and becomes one family

with them. Bv the treaty, siorned before Nankins', Au-

gust 29th, 1842, the spell which gave this government
its fancied elevation was broken, its wall of seclusion

breached, and a highway projected whereupon the sons

of Han may enjoy free intercourse with those of every
(118)



O
Ed

O

<jC





CONDITION OF CHmA. 119

race and in everj clime. The condition of China, there-

fore as it respects both the government and people now
becomes a subject of much deeper interest to foreigners
than it ever was before. We should dwell upon the

past, in order to see how tiie present has grown out of

it
;
and to the future, also, we should look, that we may

the better anticipate the demands and the products
which will rise in each succeeding period of coming
time By the late war, both the domestic and

foreign relations have been put to a severe test, and

some important results worked out. The collision, though
not very long nor very sharp, gave a shock to the whole

empire, such as it never before experienced. It waked
those charged with the direction of the helm of govern-
ment to such a sense of the impending danger, that they
were induced, without lono^ delav, to chano-e in a desrree

their course of policy, thus saving, for a time at least

their huge but fragile bark from destruction. The col-

lision, modified and made pacific, continues, and must

continue, working out greater and still greater results

results more salutary than those already produced, and

some of which we will briefly notice.
" The ahsurcl claira of universal supremacy^ long ago

made clear by the Chinese in their books, and always
avowed and claimed, as far as their daring and power
would admit, has been exposed and exploded. The
favorite dogma ran thus :

' There is but one sun in the

heavens, so there can be but one emperor, the Most High's

Vicegerent, on earth, appointed to rule all nations.' S^D

infatuated was poor Lin, on his first arrival in Canton
as his Imperial Majesty's High Commissioner, that he
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\ proceeded at once to give special instructions to the fra-

'ternity of licensed merchants, to become the tutors and
masters of all foreigners resident at the provincial city.

The barbarians being stubborn and obstinate, were threat-

ened with extermination
;
and refusing to do homage in

the prescribed form and manner, they were denounced

as rebels, and large rewards offered for their heads.

Their crime, their only crime was, disobedience to the

Son of Heaven. Thus the Chinese would fain believe,

and would have others believe, that universal homage
was due to their sovereign.

" The development of the military resources of the

empire is another result The Board of War was
called upon to do its best deeds. Awe-inspiring generals,

conquerors of rebel-barbarians were appointed ; ships
of war were built

;
forts erected, and all the munitions

of war prepared for immediate use, and in great quanti-

ties. So imposing was the display so vast were the

resources,
'

ranged like men on a chess-board
'

from one

extreme of the line of coast to the other that success

on their part was confidently expected by the Chinese,

and by foreigners not a few. . . . They have failed for

want of system and discipline."

By the signing of the late treaty, the Chinese empire
was removed from its old isolated condition, and was

placed in a new sphere, where all its relations, domestic

and foreign, are subject to new and powerful influences.
" But few of the people are at all aware of the advan-

tages of foreign commerce, and foreign intercourse.

Thosa who see these advantages as some do are anx-

ious io have the provisions of the late treaty carried
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speedily into effect. In order to know liow to deal with

the Chinese aright, we need to possess much more accu-

rate and extended knowledge of them, and all that ap-

pertains to them and their country The strong

encouragement now derivable from the signs of the times

becomes positive assurance, when we study the Revela-

tion made for man under the inspiration of the Most

High. Holy Writ gives full assurance of a coming

period, when pure religion shall universally prevail, and

those principles everywhere be adopted, and that conduct

be exhibited which are in accordance to the laws of

God."

It was in April of this year (1843) that the missionary
circle was deprived by death of the young and accom-

plished Mrs. Dean, wlio arrived in 1837, sent out by
The Society for Promoting Female Education in the

East, and was married to the Rev. Wm. Dean in 1838,

and of whom the pages of the Repository contain a

pleasing obituary by her husband. The great apostle

says that none "
liveth to himself, and none dieth to him-

self," and in a small foreign community, as there was at

this time in China, every removal in the missionary cir-

cle by death, as well as among those who had exerted a

salutary influence without it, *was deeply felt.

A few extracts from a letter written early in the year by
the Hon. J. R. Morrison, addressed to Dr. Bridgman, will

be in point, illustrating the bond of union existing be-

tween those professing the same faith
;
one striving to

glorify God as Secretary of the British Government, and

the other in promulgating the glad tidings of the Gospel
to the heathen. That extreme nationality of feeling so

6
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often perceptible in Christian lands, is in a measure lost

sight of, in the blending of hearts, having the same sym-

pathies on heathen shores.

"
Canton, Ath Februa. y, 1843.

" My dear Bridgman, Your note of the 30th ult., I

duly received last evening. Its contents I have read,

marked, and inwardly digested. That I have been so

little able to write to you, since my stay up here, has

been a subject of annoyance to me
;
nor is it wholly that

I have been unaUe, to do so
;
for you hioiv how much I

should be able to do, did I more carefully arrange my
time, and save my moments.

"
I have, however, once written to you, and I then told

you how well pleased I have been with my visit to Can-

ton, how much gratified with my reception from my new

friend."" (Mr. M. refers to a well-known American mis-

sionary,t who had been on a visit to his native land and

returned married.)
" Xor am I less pleased with my old

friend, her husband, who is yet distinguished as much as

before, by a warm and tender spirit of benevolence to

the cause wherewith he has bound up his life.

He will not be unwilling to belong only to his friends on

the other side of the Atlantic, but will continue always

to be ou7's as well as yours, to be indeed God's and

Christ's, distinguished by no name of Paul, or Apollos, or

Cephas, of Greek, Barbarian, Jew or Scythian. Set

your mind, then, my dear Bridgman, at rest on this point.

* Mrs. Payker was the first American lady who took up her

residence in that city.

t Dr. Parker, who arrived at Canton, November 5th, 1842.
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China the Chinese mission in this country shall still,

I hope, long continue a united mission, in which love has

too strongly entrenched a position for strife, disunion,

envies and animosities, to gain a footing. Xor, so only,

it shall become, I hope, continually more and more united

in love, each of us seeing (daily more and more)
"
eye to

eye," each of us loving and aiding one another, not seek-

ing great things to ourselves, but desiring to minister to

our brethren. . . .

" And now, a word to you, my dear Bridgman. "Write

to your brother and fellow-worker here more frequently.

"Write to him, not merely a word, a line, but a letter,

an epistle, the communication of your heart's feelings,

that he may have motives to write back to you in lik

manner, that love may be kept flowing in a continual

stream from each to each. If you will do this to him, I

need not add, do it also to her, who has come with him

far from fond sisters and brothers, and needs a brother's

love."

In the next paragraph, referring to a Chinese lad,

whom Dr. Bridgman had educated, and in whom he felt

a deep interest, he writes :

" Ateh is here, and fully purposes, toward the end of

this month, to rejoin you. I have given him some little

things to translate, have urged on him some little study ;

but New Year is not yet passed ;
he cannot refrain from

visiting
'

his friends :

'

study and learning have not now
real charms for him, they occupy but a place among his
'

friends.' His affections and feelings are, however, im-

proving I think
;
he loves more to come and speak to

us
;
he feels more the claims there are upon his heart,
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though still giving so much time to those who have no

such claims. J will endeavor to render the impressions

that exist there stronger, more vi\'id, and to stir up in

him more of pm^e affection, to lead him to seek after

* wisdom and knowledge.' May they be found life to his

soul, and grace to his neck." . . . Omitting all

matters of business being irrelevant to the present

object, we pass to the concluding paragraph as a beauti-

ful tribute to the piety of him,
' whose praise is in all

the churches,' the lamented Abeel.
" You have received AbeeFs letter to me. Such letters,

full of the spirit of holiness, humility and love, are as

dews upon the tender grass, or as the shadow of a cloud

in a day of heat. We need to tune our hearts more than

we do to such soft and soul-touching music as was vibra-

ting through his heart when he wrote. It is this charac-

teristic of Abeel's delicate and fine mind," that, conjoined

with his spirit of entire devotion to God, makes him so

much beloved. Let us try to sing from the heart such

spiritual songs as his heart so often, though in silence of

the lips, wafts up heavenward.
" The grace and love of God abide with you, my dear

friend and brother, and render you fruitful in every good
word and work.

"
Yours, ever respectfully,

J. E. Morrison."

Mr. Morrison died after a short illness, August 29th,

1843, much lamented by a large circle of friends. His

funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. S. R. Brown,

principal of the Morrison Education Society's School at
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Yictoria, Hong-kong, on " The memory of the righteous.''

Psalm cxii. 6.
" The righteous shall be had in everlast-

ing remembrance.'*' ,In the course of his sermon, Mr.

Brown remarks :

" Mr. Morrison possessed a remarkable

pure and truth-loving mind. Tliis was manifest in the

tone of his conversation, in the choice words he employed
in the delivery of his sentiments, and his habitual care

to speak
'

the truth and nothing but the truth.' He
abhorred deceit and falsehood. He was a man of jprayer.

He was a man of enlarged and consistent benevolence.

This I consider his most striking featm-e. He loved the

people of God, of whatever name,
'

out of a pure heart

fervently,' and sought to promote their welfare and use-

fulness by all means in his power. I may say more, he

loved all men^ and gave the most substantial proofs of

his good-will. He aimed not to lay up treasure upon
earth. He has frequently remarked, that he did not

desire to hoard up money, but preferred to distribute it

for such purposes as he chose while he lived
;
the amount

of his private benefactions was very great. His pen, his

influence, his counsel, were ever ready to be employed in

aid of others. Hence, it is, that the foreign community
in China mourn for him as at tlie grave of a brother.^'

Thus did Dr. Bridgman see
"
friend after friend de-

part," while he labored on his weary way alone, but

without discouragement. Often has he been heard to

say,
" we must not mourn immoderately for the righteous

dead, this is not our rest. Heaven is our home : when
one is taken away by death, survivors must not be

overpowered with grief, but labor on and fill up the

work."
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A further glance at the political state of affairs, with

Dr. Bridgman's views, will close this chapter.

His Excellency, the Hon. Calei) Gushing, minister

plenipotentiary from the United States to the court of

Peking, arrived at Hong-kong the 2-ith February, 1844.

Keying was at this time Imperial Commissioner, and

his policy was much more liberal in its character towards

foreigners than any of his predecessors. Dr. Bridgman,
in his monthly journal, observes :

" The treaty of peace, amity and commerce between Chi-

na and the United States of America was concluded and

signed on the 3d of July at Wanghai. The fact of a

treaty having been thus negotiated by the plenipotenti-

aries of these two nations, so remote from each other, one

the greatest on the Eastern, and the other the greatest

on the Western continent, one among the youngest, and

the other quite the oldest of all the independent states

on earth, forms a new and remarkable feature in the

signs of the times. How altered is the attitude and the

whole bearing of the Chinese government ! how altered,

too, are the relations of China to the rest of the world !

and how altered are the circumstances and condition of for-

eigners in this country ! Clear it is that a great revolu-

tion has commenced. We rejoice at these things, not so

much, indeed, on account of what has been effected

already, as because of what is coming. Evidently an

Almighty hand is directing these movements, and will

carry on the Divine purposes undisturbed
; yet, it is

equally evident, that, in such times as these, human re-

sponsibility must be very great."

Dr. Bridgman and Dr. Parker, with the consent of
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the Society to which they were attached, agreed to act

as joint Chinese Secretaries of the American Legation

for a time, and Dr. Bridgman, also, was chaplain.

The American minister to China, Mr. Cushing, re-

turned to the United States just six months after he

landed. His mission is said to be a successful one, a

good commencement to the diplomatic intercourse be-

tween the two nations.

The treaty secured to foreigners without moles

tation or restraint, a residence at five ports, Canton,

Amoy, Fuchau-fu, Ningpo, and Shanghai. Popular feel-

ing at these ports was improving.

Mrs. Ball, wife of Dr. Ball, died on the 6th of June

of this year, and Mrs. Shuck on the 27th of November,

botli much esteemed for their missionary character and

labors, and greatly lamented in the missionary circle.

At the close of the year 1844, Dr. Bridgman remarks :

"Peace, so far as we know, now prevails, not only

throughout all China, but throughout all Asia. We
hope and we pray that it may continue, and that the

causes of strife and war mav all cease, and be followed

by the principles, the spirit, the realization of peace.

These principles and this spirit and this realization can

come only from the Great Prince of Peace, and the

prevalence of his laws and his government. Peace on

eartli was proclaimed at his advent
;
and when his king-

dom becomes universal, and all men are ruled by the mild

doctrines of the Son of God, and do to others as they

wish others to do to them, then peace on earth will

become ' a permanent blessing.'
"



CHAPTER XV.

^'Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, ich^se hope the Lord

is ! for he shall he like a tree planted l>y tlie icaters . . . his Uaf
shall le greeny Jeremia-H xvii. 7, 8.

THE TRUE MISSIOXAET AEEIYAL OF MORE LABORERS

TOILING I]Sr HOPE TESTIMONY IN FAYOR OF MISSIONS

PROSPECTS IN CHINA YISIT TO CANTON RETURN TO

HONG-KONG MARRIAGE REMOYAL TO CANTON TO RE-

SIDE.

N
1845.

one could be long with Dr. Bridgman, and con-

YGrse on the subject of missions, without feeling

that for the accomplishment of the great work of the

conYcrsion of the Chinese, he relied not upon his own

strength but upon the EYCrlasting Arm.

There was a YiYidness and freshness about his Yiews

notwithstandinof fifteen years of toil, struo'Sflino* with

many difficulties with only results of a preparatory char-

acter, that inspired a new comer with determination to

go forward.

On no consideration could he be persuaded to Yisit

his natiYC land, though frequently advised to do so by
his best friends, for domestic arrangements. So confident

(128)
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was he, that the Lord in whom he trusted, would provide
for him every needful blessing, that when he was con-

vinced that the path before him was plain, his motto

seemed to be '

dut}- is mine events belong to God."

Tiie commencement of the year 1845 was marked by
the edict from the Emperor for the toleration of Christi-

anity throughout tlie empire. This formed a special era

of hope and encouragment to all the missionary force in

China, and I)j\ Bridgman was particularly cheered by
the arrival of his cousin, Mr. James G. Bridgman, Mr.

Samuel W. Bonney as a teacher in the Morrison School,

and quite a large accession of other missionaries at the

different posts.

In that hopeful spirit which marked his cliaracter

through life, combined with the language of faith, Dr.

Bridgman tlius writes :

" The Christian missionary enterprise is not one of

doubtful issue. The uttermost parts of the earth have

been given to God's dear Son, with all power in Heaven
and earth, and He will have the people of all lands come

to the knowledge of the truth that so they may be saved.
" Xo principle is more active than godliness. Not one

rightly directed effort for Christ and his church will

ever fail. The command is universal :

' Go and preach
the Gospel to every creature,' make disciples of all

nations. The promises of success are as full and sure as

possible.

"As soon as the churches turned their attention to this

country, a way was found for the Gospel. Protestant

missionaries, it was supposed, could not secure a resi-

dence here. The experiment showed that such supposi-

6*
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tion was false. Morrison had it in his heart to come,

and he came
;
labored long and successfully, and died in

the field, opposition notwithstanding. Others joined

him and succeeded to his labors
;
and in pro^:)ortion as

the num.ber of missionaries has increased, the field has

opened. And so, we believe, it will be in future
" In a few years the whole length and breadth of the

country will be traversed with foreigners as freely and

securely as the continent of Europe. So we expect."

In April the rumor of the toleration of Christianity

was confirmed by the appearance of an edict to that effect

from the Emperor. It was supposed to have been seeded

mainly through the influence of Kiying. Dr. Bridgman

says :

" In the summer of last year we had the pleasure of

presenting to Kiying a copy of the New Testament in

Manchu, the same in Chinese, with many other books on

Christianity. He had previously received and perused,

and evidently made up his mind regarding the truth and

excellence of the
' new religion.' Aware of what was

doing to extend Christianity, he is said to have brought
forward a proposition more than a year ago for its tolera-

tion. But the honor of securing this, by a direct request,

was reserved for the French Ambassador."

A letter from the Hon. Caleb Cashing to Dr. Bridg-

man will show how matters were regarded in the western

world. It is dated

"Washington, Fel. 10th, 1845.

" Dear Sir, I have the pleasure to inform you that I

arrived safe and well in the United States on the 31"*
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December, after an interesting sojourn of five weeks in

Mexico
;
and that oar joint labors have been extremely

well received, the treaty having been ratified by a unani-

mous vote of the Senate on the yeas and nays. My own

appointment was confirmed in June last
;
but I do not

think I shall return to China. The ship of the line,

Columbus, is in preparation to carry out the ratified

treaty. I send you herewith such of the dispatches as

have been published by the Senate. In other documents,

due honor is done to the invaluable services of yourself

and Dr. Parker, of which you will be advised in due

time. With the best wishes for the success of your mis-"

sionary labors and your own happiness, I remain, very

respectfully and faitlifully yours, C. CusHiXG.

"i?er. Dr. BridgmanJ'

In the Presbyterian of March 8th, 1845, forwarded by
His Excellency Mr. Cushing to Dr. Bridgman, is the fol-

lowing correspondence between liimself and the Rev. Mr.

Tustin, Chaplain to the United States Senate. It is

headed,
"
Testimony in Favor of MissionsJ^

"
Washington, D. C, Feb. 15^/i, 1845.

" To the Hon. Mr. Cusldng :

" Dear Sie, I am encouraged, by your uniform cour-

tesy, to trespass for a moment upon your kind attention,

while I impose upon you a small service, which I am
sure you will readily perform.

" In a casual conversation which transpired at the

President House a few evenings since, I understood you
to say, very much tp my gratification, that in your recent
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negotiations with the Emperor of China, which have ter-

minated so honorably to yourself, and so beneficially to

the country, you received important facilities from the

American missionaries, now resident in the
'

Celestial

Empire.'
"
Believing that the information thus incidentally com-

municated, would be highly gratifying to the Christian

church, and would serve greatly to correct the misap-

prehension which exists in reference to the utility of the

missionary enterprise, I beg leave to ask the favor of

you to communicate to me such facts, in relation to this

subject, as you would be willing should meet the public

eye under the sanction of your authority, and as might
serve to advance that blessed cause, which must eventu-

ally triumph. I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your friend

and obedient servant, Septimus Tustin."

"
Washington, Feb. 17t7i, 1845.

" The Rev. Septimus Tustin :

" Dear Sie, I have great pleasure in communicating
the information desired in your favor of the 15th inst.

It is true that in the late negotiations with China, the

most important, not to say indispensable service, was

derived from American missionaries, and more especi-

ally from Dr. Bridgman and Dr. Parker. They possessed

the rare qualification of understanding the Chinese lan-

guage, which enabled them to act as interpreters to the

legation ;
their intimate knowledge of China and the

Chinese made them invaluable as advisers, and their high

character contributed to give weight and moral strength

to the mission, and while their cooperation with me was
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thus of eminent utility to the United States it will prove,

I trust, not less useful to the general cause of humanity
and of religion in the East.

" But the particular service rendered by the American

missionaries in this case, is but one of a great class of

facts, appertaining to the whole body of Christian mis-

sionaries in China.
"
In the first place, other legations to China have been

equally dependent on the Christian missionaries for the

means of intercourse with the Chinese government, of

which well-known examples occur in the history of the

successive British embassies of Lord Macartney, Lord

Amherst, and Sir Henry Pottinger.
" In tlie second place, the great bulk of the general

information we possess in regard to China, and nearly

the whole of the primary philological information con-

cerning the two great languages of the Chinese empire,

namely the Chinese and the Manchu, are derived through

the missionaries, both Catholic and Protestant."

Here follows a long list of philological works, pre-

pared by different missionaries, which is omitted, and we

hasten to the concluding paragraph, as sufficient for the

present purpose.
" In thus briefly answering your inquiry on a single

point in the history of Christian missions, namely, their

incidental usefulness, permit me to add, that, eminently

great as this their incidental utility has been, it is but a

small point, comparatively, among the great and good

deeds of the religious missionaries in the East. There

is not a nobler nor a more deeply interesting chapter

than this in the history of human courage, intellect, self-
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sacrifice, greatness, and virtue
;
and it remains yet to be

written in a manner worthy of the dignity of the subject,

and of its relations to civilization and government, as

well as to the Christian church.
"
I am, very respectfully, yours, Caleb Cushixg.'

7?

These letters have been copied from a newspaper for-

warded to Dr. Bridgman by the Hon. Mr. Cushing, and

introduced in this connection to answer some of the

many remarks which are made against foreign missions.

Objections are generally offered by those who never

inquire, or take pains to look in upon the missionary's

occupations, to see for themselves whether he or his coad-

jutors are employed in a manner confirmatory of their

written statements to their respective boards and socie-

ties.

At the close of the May number of the Repository for

1845, we find Dr. Bridgman expressing his views thus :

^^Protestant 3Iissions in China^ few at present, are now
in position to accomplish much good. With free access

to the people at Canton, Amoy, Fuhchan, Chusan, Ningpo,
and Shanghai, they can make known the Gospel to many
millions. As we understand the principle of Christianity>

every Christian every one who professes and calls him-

self a Christian is by such profession pledged to be a

faithful witness of the truth of our holy religion. By
strict conformity to all the rules of the Gospel, he is

required to be, both in spirit and in action an example of

what tlie Scriptures teach. While the ordained minister

is required both to teach and to live according to the

Gospel, every lay professor is equally required to live
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in the same manner, soberly, rigliteonslv, and godly.

Then the Gospel will have a cloud of witnesses; and

though the missionaries be few, the witnesses to the

religion of Jesus, being many, will supply their lack in

number, and the force of truth will become great."

The war now being brought to a close and peace re-

stored toleration granted, and ports opened, the oc-

cupation of the large cities for the preaching of the

Gospel was an ol>ject now to be attained
;
and the mis-

sionaries coming from different parts Ix'gan to divide off.

Some to Shanghai, some to Ningpo, others to Canton.

Early in May, Dr. Bridgman visited the last mentioned

city to secure a residence, Avith a view to a permanent
removal for the prosecution of his missionary work.

Rev. Messrs. Shuck and Devan, with their families, were

already located tliere, and the Rev. A. P. Happer had

opened a Mission School in Macao, witli thirty pupils.

After a stay of some days in Canton, Dr. Bridgman

accomplished his business and returned to Hong-kong to

complete further arrangements. Among these was his

marriage, which appears in the monthly periodical for

July, the Chinese Bepository, of which he was editor,

thus,
" Married in the Colonial Chapel, on the 28th of

June, 1845, by the Rev. Vincent John Stanton, chaplain

of Hong-kong, the Rev. Elijah Coleman Bridgman,
D. D., to Miss Eliza Jane Gillett." The marriage took

place in the presence of a large assembly of native and

foreign friends.
" On the 2d instant," says Dr. Bridgman in a letter,

" we

left Hong-kong, and the next day arrived here, both in

excellent health and spirits which in the good providence



136 ELIJAH COLEMAN BRIDGMAN.

of God we still continue to enjoy." Mr. and Mrs. Bridg-
man were warmly welcomed by Dr. and Mrs. Parker

imder whose hospitable roof a home was afforded them

for six weeks, after which they went to their own hired

house.

Now that the way was opened the missionary felt that,

in imitation of Christ and the Apostle Paul, he was called

to preach the Gospel in large cities. In coming to dwell

among the Chinese, he had but one object, to pray,

preach and labor,
"
in season and out of season," for the

salvation of the multitudes of heathen idolaters in the

great provincial city and environs of Canton, and now
that his heavenly Father no longer called him to tread

this path alone, he " thanked God and took courage."



CHAPTEK XVI.

^^And in the place where the cloud cibode^ there the children of
Israel pitched their tentsy Numbers ix, 17.

LIFE A PILGEI3IAGE A NEW HOME HEATHEN NO STil-

PATHT AVITH THE FOEEIGN TEACHER TAH-SOOS

CHINESE DWELLINGS HEAT MISSIONARY'S OCCUPA-

TIONS SABBATH LABORS LETTERS REV. J. G. BRIDG-

MAN WALKS ABOUT CANTON ITINERANT LABORS.

1845.

/fAN is only a sojourner here
;

whatever relations

he may form, he is still a pilgrim and especially

is the missionary not only a pilgrim but a stranger among
a people of a different and discordant language.

Idolaters have no sympathy with Gospel preaching.

The Buddhist believes, that his religion is as good as the

foreigner's ! why should he change ? Like those of ancient

times, the Chinese think,
" These men bring certain

strange doctrines to our ears." We have our Confucius,

what need to be instructed by "barbarians?" Their

Jesus is no more, nor so much as our sage. Yali-soo is

the sound the Cantonese give to tlie blessed name of

Jesus, and as American or English missionaries are seen

J
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going to church on the Sabbath, they often hear the peo-

ple say
"
there go the Yah-soos to the le-pai-dong

"

(meaning the church). The "
pillar of cloud rested."

In one of the back hongs in Te-hing street, in a three-

story building, the pilgrim accompanied by his chosen,

companion
"
pitched his tent."

This house was new, built by a salt merchant, Pivan-

sz-sMng, to rent
;
and partly in foreign style. The first

story occupied by servants, coolies, etc., in their several

avocations of cooking and coolie work. The second was

the printing establishment, left in Dr. B.'s hands in the

absence of Mr. Williams who was on a visit to the United

States; the third story afforded apartments for the

familv. This buildimr was surrounded bv other low

Chinese houses
;
and at about three o'clock, p. m., when

the natives cook their last and principal meal of the day,

there was plenty of smoke, and -no lack of heat, the

thermometer in the upper rooms ranging from 90 to 98

or 100. There was a small study, where sat the mis-

sionary, who was always accessible to the Chinese, that

daily came to talk more or less on the Gospel doctrines,

from the Buddhist priest to the Chinese soldiers : one of

the latter, whose name was Lo-shau was employed after

beins^ sufficientlv instructed, to distribute Christian

books, and impart to his countrymen what he had learned

himself
;
and was required to render a written account

of his daily labors. There was also a weekly Bible-clas's

of more literary men, who met for instruction and prayer.

One man, during this summer, was baptized.

The cool of the dav was devoted to street or boat-

preaching. The whole time was filled up either with
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the labors of tlie pen or oral teaching. An extract of a

^
letter here will give a specimen of Dr. Bridgman's labors

on the Sabbath :

" On the 7th inst., Mr. Gillespie and Afah both being
absent from Canton, I occupied the chapel by their re-

quest. On arriving there, I found the people in charge
of the establishment much excited, on account of an inti-

mation given by the neighbors, in a public notice, tliat

preaching there must cease.
" At the usual hour, the door of the chapel Tvas opened,

and about fifty persons, all of the better class, entered.

There being no preacher to address them, many had gone

away by 11 o'clock, vrhen I fastened the door and took

the pulpit. This precaution of fastening the door was
the more necessary, because the neighbors had intimated

their intention to enter the chapel and interrupt the ser-

vices, should preaching be commenced.
" The auditors were few but very attentive, frequently

nodding assent to the sentiments tliat were expressed.

Closing the services and dismissing the little assembly,
I again took my stand at tlie door to distribute books
and to preacli to those vrho were collected outside.

Scarcely had I commenced, when a large tract, half

burnt and on fire, was hurled at mv face, strikinsr my
breast and falling at my feet. I extinguished the fire,

carefully laid the tract away, and then went on with my
work. This was evidentlv intended as a sio-nal for a

general rush into the house, they supposing tliat the

foreigner would be frightened from the door. A little

after this they set on fire a quantity of Cliristian books

which were at hand, and commenced a distribution of
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native Bucldliistic tracts at nearly the same time. The

scene at this moment was at the height of excitement.

The street was densely thronged ;
the smoke and flames

from the burning books rose over their heads in one

direction
;
in another quarter some aged Chinese were

circulating their own pagan tracts, while at the door of

the chapel I kept my stand and continued preaching and

giving tracts, no one daring to touch me. Seeing some

of the lads throwing our tracts into the fire, I made each

one promise not to repeat the act nor tear them, be-

fore any more were given. This had the desired effect,

and they readily promised to read and to keep them, and

the demand was only increased. Soon after noon I left

the place, and returned to assist in conducting the services

in the hospital, as on the preceding Sabbath."

The week following he notes his duties as follows :

''Sept. 14ttli. I preached in English, at 11 o'clock

A. M., at No. 2 American Hong, and at 1 o'clock joined

Drs. Parker and Ball in conducting the services at the

hospital. The audience was the best I ever addressed

in the Chinese lans:uao;e."

To his friend, then in the United States, Mr. S. Wells

Williams, he writes :

" Dear Williams, you will know how to ex-

cuse my manner of writing, for I am continually inter-

rupted. Since commencing this, a young man has been

in with a long petition to government about a loss, and

and wants me to translate for him. - One man comes

with tliis matter, and another with that
; you know how

it is
;
and one must write and work on through all these

difficulties. Mrs. Bridgman relieves me from all domestic
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cares, and renders assistance in many ways, studies Chi-

nese as she goes about the house, reads with the teacher,

and now and then comes and sits by my side. Then we

go to the hospital, and she leads the singing in Chinese.

Just the help, just the wife I needed. Cousin James has

his whole time for the study of the language, and he loves

it well. Next year, I trust, be will do full missionary

duty : he is now becoming acclimated, and is prepared
for hard work."

During September, Dr. Bridgman was called to Hong-

kong to attend the seventh anniversary of tlie Morrison

Education Society, of wliich he was president. He was

accompanied by his wife.

They were both strengthened and refreshed by this

visit, and gratified with the interesting exhibition of the

Chinese pupils under the skillful training of Rev. Mr.

and Mrs. Brown. During his sta}^, an infant son of Mr.

and Mrs. Brown was baptized by Dr. Bridgman, a service

always giving him great pleasure.

The following lines were addressed by a friend to

Mrs. Brown, on the occasion :

JOHN MORRISON BROWN,

Baptized in the Union Cliapel^ Victoria, Hong-lcong, 'by the Rev. E.

C. Bridgman,.

Bright little gem, in fairest mould,
Fresh from thy Maker's hand,

Behold, the Saviour's arms unfold

To take thee to his band
;
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To bless thee with his choicest love,

To take thee to his breast,

That, cradled there, thou need'st not rove,

To find thy home, thy rest.

This little fair immortal germ
We consecrate to God

;

From paths of sin, oh I may he turn !

Nor ever need the rod.

Sweet bud of being I blossom fair !

" To deck the marriage bower,"

Mays't thou the Saviour's blessing share,

Through life's short fleeting hour.

On earth, let many happy days
Be thine, dear little one

;

At death, transplanted 'neath the rays

Of God's Eternal Son,

Mays't thou in heavenly Eden dwell,

And live with God above.

And there that Saviours praises tell,

Whose character is Love.

A few days passed in pleasant social intercourse, and

Dr. B.. with his wife, returned to their work in the citv

of Canton. The Rev. James G. Bridgman, a cousin, who
had been for some time in Macao, recovering from a fit

of illness, now became a resident of Dr. B.'s family.

In the autumn of the year, not without some difficulty,

a little Chinese girl of seven years was obtained, and

before the close of 1845 a second was added. These two

children formed a nucleus to a female school subsequently

under Mrs. Bridgman's care.

The missionary's house was seldom without guests.
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Considering himself now domesticated, and in his dispo-

sition eminently social, opportunities were not wanting

for showing hospitality, both from introductory letters

and persons going to and from China, making Canton a

stopping place for the season. His study, among othei-

uses, was like a post-office, with letters to his care, and

parcels to be forwarded to missionaries at the different

ports. These services were cheerfully performed ;
but

higher duties were not left undone. The printers were

counseled and prayed with among his in-door labors
;

the Bepbsitory edited
; correspondence had a due share

of thought and attention, and preaching to the poor idol-

aters, in God's temple, under the canopy of heaven, was

his special delight.

Dr. Bridgman, in a letter to Dr. Anderson, whom he

kept advised of all his proceedings, notices the many

changes that had occurred since 1830, the effects of the

war, the edict of toleration, etc.
" In all these circum-

stances," he writes,
"
I have maintained a spirit of con-

tentment. On my first arrival in Canton, all our religious

services were performed with closed and not unfrequently

with locked doors. Such was the state of things until

1839, when Commissioner Lin first placed in duress and

then scattered the foreign community. For a season,

during the first part of the war, things were equally bad

in Macao. But at length a favorable change commenced.

By this time, however, several of the missionaries had re-

moved to Hong-kong. I was among that number. There

full toleration was enjoyed. Our domestics and work-

men usually attended daily morning and evening prayers.

On the evening of our arrival here, when the hour for
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devotion came, and the printers, with others, were called

to worship, only one out of ten, composing our Chinese

household, appeared, and that one came merely to say
that the others would not come.

"As our effects were not arranged, and mechanics were

still at work upon the house, lodging in%it, there was

some show of apology for their unwillingness to assemble

for worship in the presence . of strangers who might
ridicule them. So, when these outside laborers had fin-

ished their work, and all things were in order, the sum-

mons was again issued
;
but none obeyed. Thrice was

this repeated, and it became necessary to take a stand.

A few simple rules were accordingly written out, and

our people told they might have any reasonable time to

make a decision and choice, either to comply with these

rules, or leave our premises. There was, for a time, a

good deal of insubordination. Some packed up, and some

left the house
;

all threatened to do so. No pains were

spared in endeavoring to show and convince them that

all our requirements were proper, and such as would

promote their best interests.
" Since the middle of last month all have come

unless sick or necessarily detained. They read or hear

read, the word of God in their own tongue, and kneel in

prayer with us at the family altar. Henceforth, we trust,

there will be no more difficulty in this matter
;
but who

or what can touch their hearts ?
' Paul may plant and

Apollos water, but God only can give the increase.' He
will bless his own Word, and '

it shall not return unto

him void.'
"
Oct, 21fJi. In addition to preaching on the Sabbath,
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we have now at Dr. Parker's optlialraic hospital a daily

religious service. We also continue the distribution of

books and street -preaching. Hearers can be found

wherever we go. Yesterday (Sabbath), after having

preached to the foreigners at 11 a.m., and shared a part
as usual in the exercises at the hospital, taking a hundred

or more sheet tracts in my hand, I went on one of these

street excursions. The persons to whom the tracts were

given I selected from the multitude, and during an hour

and a half not less than twenty audiences, varying from

ten to fifty persons, listened from one to five or eight

minutes to the words of the Gospel."
At' this time Drs. Bridu^man and Ball were anxious to

procure building sites in a liealthy location for their

families
;
but it was attended with great opposition, and

as yet unsuccessful. As soon as the authorities ascer-

tained that a Chinese holding property was willing to

lease a lot of ground to foreigners, it was a sufficient

reason for imprisonment.
Under date of November 25th, 1845, Dr. Bridgman

writes to his friend Mr. S. W. AVilliams. A year had

elapsed since his departure, and he reviews in brief his

labors, and then goes on to say :

"
My letters to Dr. Anderson will inform you regarding

my removal to Canton, and letters to Mrs. A. G., N. Y.,

will tell, or you can learn from a circle of friends in her

connection, of other matters of no small interest to me

personally, of some importance to the mission generally,

and, my dear Williams, my true yoke-fellow, allow me to

Bay that I am very happy in these new domestic relations,

as you will understand when you return. God has given
7
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me a help, sucli as I need
;
in speech (Chinese) we are

becoming one. Mrs. B. is learning rapidly to speak, and

has beffun to read and Tvrite a little."

The house which has been before alluded to is des-

cribed, and he adds :

"
James, our cousin is living with us, and Rev. Mr.

Stanton occupies the 'prophet's chamber.' On coming

here from Hong-kong, we had, or liked to have had, open

rebellion, on account of our internal regulations. No

wine, no beer, no tobacco, no opium, no being out after

9 o'clock at night, prayers morning and evening. Asau,

one of the printers, seems serious at times. I trust we

shall see them all converted. Our domestic worship is

now all in Chinese, and out of doors I am doing some-

what as I wish, spending two or three hours daily

itinerating. I long to have you here again to take the

press, the Repository, and the treasury business off my
hands. The Chrestomathy, Easy Lessons, Vocabulary,

etc., with complete sets of the Repository go off steadily ;

but these things draw too much on my strength, and this

makes me desirous of your speedy return (married if it

please thee for it is not good to be alone) and take up

your c^uarters in this great city the greatest by far yet

open to foreigners."
"
I am resolved to give some liours daily to preaching

and proclaiming the word of God subordinate things

must be neglected, and among these many of my dear

friends. I am not so anxious for baptisms and churclies

as I am for conversions. I could have had a church long

ago, have baptized many applicants
'

after two months'

probation :' but with one or two exceptions those who
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received baptism from some of our brethren are doubtful.

Time will show Eternity will show. Pray for the Holy

Spirit. Adieu. E. C. B."

Under about the same date he wi'ites to the Secretary,

pursuing the same train of thought :

" The fact that no native church has yet been organized

by your mission in China, may, to some persons abroad,

be matter of surprise, and to others a cause of dis-

couragement. It is sometimes remarked by one and

another that the results of missionary efforts, considering
the amount of labor bestowed, has been very small. They
may indeed seem so, but that is an imperfect view of the

case which allows the above-named fact, and the apparent
want of success, to operate unfavorably.

" Our first object is to
'

preach the Gospel,' to make

known revealed truth. This has been done to a great
extent. Hundreds and tliousands of Chinese, through

your mission, have been brought to a knowledge of some

of the truths of God. The means used have been Chris-

tian books and oral teaching, and we are not to suppose

that this knowledge will be without good results. Every
week these efforts are giving wider extension to the

truth and making that truth to be more fully compre-

hended.
" The audience at the hospital is large and attentive

on the Sabbath
;
and every day in the week, in one way

or another, hundreds receive the word of God. Is all

this to be without effect ?

"
Yesterday Rev. Mr. Stanton and myself walked

through some of the most populous parts of the northern
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and western suburbs of Canton, first supplying ourselves

with tracts, etc. We continued on a mile or more from the

wall, north into the country, where we had been told

there was a place of worship a le-pai-tang. On entering

the building, instead of finding it a place of Christian

worship, it was dedicated to the service of the followers

of Mohammed. Our stay was short, it being late in the

day. You will remember that it was on the northern

side of Canton that the British troops, under Sir Hugh
Gough, were posted, and that much ill-will was excited

among the people in that vicinity. Hitherto foreigners

have not frequented that neighborhood. Our kind words

and kind bearing towards the inhabitants secured to us

good treatment from them, and they eagerly sought for

our books. We returned soon after sunset.
" The feelings of the Chinese, though far from being

what we could wish, are rapidly improving. In places

where I could not go alone three months ago without

uproar and confusion, Mrs. Bridgman and mj^self can now
walk and distribute books without let or hindrance.

Females and children often rush to the doors of their

houses when it is known that a foreigner is passing ;
and

w^hen a lady speaks to them, takes notice of their chil-

dren, or hands them a book, they are much pleased.

They have an old proverb :

'

Seeing the face creates hind

feeling.^ It is verily so
;
even if it were not a pleasure,

I should feel it a bounden duty to appear daily in the

streets, mixing with the people, and talking to them about

the things of the kingdom of God."
''

Ibth. To-day I have been abroad between four and

five hours double the usual time, walking to the villages
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beyond the suburbs on the southern side of the city. One

is amazed at the multitudes of people, and to see new

villages spring up close to the city and suburbs. What
a field for propagating good or evil !

"

In all these letters, after describing the field and the

work, the missionary pleads for more laborers :

" Come
and help preach the Gospel to the great people of

China," was his cry to the end of life.
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TALKING CHINESE CURIOSITY BAD FEELING SHOWER

OF STONES ESCAPE PRESERVATION BIBLE-CLASS

SICKNESS.

1846.

IN
the mission letter for the year 1846, the brethren at

Canton urged upon the committee an increase of mis-

sionaries. Speaking of Canton, they say :

" The popula-

tion is vast, there being a million resident here, and tens

of thousands annually coming and going. Here a hun-

dred missionaries might labor successfully all their lives.

They might labor long and die here, and never cross

each other's track. What are a hundred pastors in a

city like New York ? What, then, in such a metropolis

as this, ought to be the number of laborers ?"

In the second number of the Chinese Bepository, for

this year, Dr. B. thus expresses himself :

"
Regardiug

the character of the Chinese generally, and of the in-

habitants of Canton in particular, we wish to speak

with*reserve, and hold ourselves subject to correction.

(150)
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Though we have lived among them for sixteen years,

yet neAV phenomena, new shades and qualities of char-

acter are every day coming up to view. Much we
have seen that would do honor to any nation or kin-

dred of m.en. On the other hand, tliere is nothing so

base and so wicked as to be beyond what we are pre-

pared to witness in the Chinese."

A revision of the Holy Scriptures was now occupying
the attention of the missionaries at the diiferent ports,

a portion being assigned to each station
;
and then a

meeting of delegates was appointed to inspect the whole

of the revisions, and settle any diificultics that might
arise.

May 31st of this year there was an ordination at the

house of Dr. Bridgman. It was his cousin, the Rev.

James G. Bridgman, missionary of the American Board.

The ordaining services were performed by an ecclesi-

astical council, consisting of the Rev. Walter H. Med-

hurst, D. D., of Shanghai, Rev. E. C. Bridgman, D. D., and

the evangelist Leang-Afah. It is said to be the first ordi-

nation of a Protestant minister of Christ in China. The
missionaries of Canton were generally present, and the

services were peculiarly solemn and impressive, but the

sermon prepared by Dr. Bridgman he was unable to de-

liver, from severe indisposition.

In July, there was a serious riot in Canton, and

nothing was to be heard from the incensed mob but " Shat

fan Kivei ; tafan Kwei^^ ''

Kill the foreign devils ; beat

the foreign devils." The rioters made every possible
efibrt to set the foreign factories on fire, but the Chinese

authorities came at length and dispersed the mob. "
Be-
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hold how great a matter a little fire kindleth." The

following is the account, from the Chinese depository :

" On the afternoon of the 8th, a crowd was gathered

in one of those places that the Chinese authorities had

pledged themselves to keep clear, when an English gen-

tleman having occasion to pass that way, and finding the

street filled with idlers, pushed one of tliem aside.

Whereupon, the man turned and struck him on the back

with his fist. This the gentleman returned with his

stick. Then came a shower of granite ;
and the man

who had struck the first blow took up a large stone, and,

advancing, threw it at the Englishman's head, who dodged

it, and then sprang and caught him, and with the assist-

ance of two or three foreigners took him into Mingkwa's

hong, amidst volleys of stones and brickbats. Thus the

disturbance began. Shortly after the riot, a party of

missionaries went out one Saturday afternoon for a short

excursion to the country, and on their return they were

assailed by a sliower of stones, for a half hour, by a

country gathering, evidently incensed, it was thought, by
what had transpired in Canton."

In relation to the excursion alluded to, it may be proper

to introduce here a few editorial remarks from thellission-

ary Herald, and then give Dr. Bridgman's own vivid de-

scription. The Herald says :

" The motive that actuated our

missionary friends in going, was to secure a little relaxa-

tion for themselves, while thev mi^'ht at the same time dis-

tribute books and converse with the people. They en-

gaged a hong boat, rowed by six men, and steered by a

seventh. Boats of this description are commonly used

by foreigners. They are strongly built, and in them is a
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cabin, which is covered on the top, with Venetian blinds

on each side. After our friends had proceeded down the

river in an easterly direction, they went on board a large

junk. This Irad been struck by lightning some time pre-

viously, and its owners were now making sacrificial offer-

ings on account of its preservation. A few words were

addressed to the principal persons, and books were put into

their hands for themselves and their friends. Such visits

are found, in most cases, to be very acceptable to the Chi-

nese
;
and Mr. Bridgman adds, in this connection :

'

Very

rarely have I met with a person who could not, by cour-

tesy and kindness, be rendered friendly and polite.'
"

After leaving the junk, the party went down the river

three or four miles, till they came to a salt depot. At

that point, turning south, they entered a small stream, by
which they proposed to return home, following its course

through Honan, as it runs nearly parallel to the river,

and enters its south-eastern branch above the factories.

This stream is probably less than three miles long ;
and

being sufficiently broad and deep for common-sized boats,

it is a o'reat thoroudifare. This homeward route has

been described with some particularity, for reasons which

will appear in the sequel.

Mr. Brido:man savs :

"
Proceeding forward from the

salt depot, we had passed through some paddy fields, and

gone by one small temple, when we reached a stone

bridge, where the ground, on the south side of the creek,

rises and stretches off towards Whampoa, presenting a

wide and pleasant range of hillocks and knolls, inter-

spersed with clumps of trees, patches of the tea shrub,

upland rice, and graves and tombs without number.

7*
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Wishing to obtain some recreation, and to see the people
and the country, we left our boatmen at the bridge, while

we Avent on shore. As it Avas A^ery hot, we went only far

enough up the hill to get a view of the whole breadth of

Honan which is, in fact, an island, being wholly sur-

rounded with water and then, haA'ing examined one of

their ancient tombs, a A^ery large and splendid one, built

in the shape of a horse-shoe, we seated ourselves in a

lodge, under the shade of some bamboos, by the way-
side

;
its keeper, a respectable gray-headed man, having

invited us to partake of his
' humble fare,' and rest our-

selves awhile in his
' mean abode.'

"
It appeared that he was from one of the neighboring

villages, where his family resides, on a remote part of

the island. Having erected this little lodge, he comes to

it daily, with some of his family, to seek a livelihood by

supplying wayfaring people with refreshments. He di-

rected his grandson and his son's wife to supply us with

the best they had. A crowd some of them travellers,

and some from the neighboring fields gathered eagerly
around us, especially attracted by the presence of a

foreign ladA^ Some gazed in amazement
;
others exam-

ined our dresses, and were careful to note the dimensions

of the lady's feet
;

all asking questions about our names,

our country, our diet, etc., etc. We gave them the Gos-

pels in separate volumes, told them of the world's SaA'iour,

and of that country where all can speak one language,
and where the heat of the sun and labors and sorrows

never come. No people could be more peaceful than

those who were then about us. Our hosts were partic-

ularly attentive. The woman's demeanor could hardly
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have been excelled bj any one. Rustic and somewhat

tawny, she was so easy, and in every way conducted her-

self with so much propriety, that she seemed to lack but

the one thing needful. Neither was she nor the others

inattentive to what was said of the Saviour of sinnejs.
" The grandson, mentioned above, accompanied the

party on their return to their boat
;

there he, with

others, received large supplies of books.
" The boatmen now resumed their oars

; they had pro-

ceeded more than half a mile, no one suspecting any evil,

nor apprehending any danger, when suddenly, and with-

out any apparent cau^e, the scene changed. Menacing

language was heard. Sour looks and angry gestures

were seen. Idlers and truant-boys quickly took the

scent. Shat fan Kicei was shouted and re-echoed.

First came small sticks and pebbles, and next stones and

tiles. In despite of all that our boatmen could say, the

rage of the mob increased every moment, and every
missile which they could find was hurled furiously at us,

accompanied by savage yells. For a time our men all

kept their places ;
but at length the storm was too hot,

and some of them left their oars. One, receiving a deep

gash on his forehead, rushed into the cabin, groaning and

bleeding pitifully. Another soon followed him. Mrs.

Bridgman did all that she could to calm their fears

and staunch the blood
;
and the gentlemen endeavored,

with heavy boards, to supply the place of the Ye-

netians which had been broken in pieces by heavy
stones.

"
Seeing that these evil-disposed persons were so nu-

merous and so rnadly bent on our destruction, our only
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alternative was either to appease their wrath or escape
from their fury. The latter seemed impossible.

"
I now went outside the boat and remonstrated, using

every argument that could liave any influence. A few

wer^ induced to desist, and turned back
;
their places,

however, were soon supplied by others, and the mob
became more furious than ever.

" ' The foreign devils have killed our people, and we
will kill you, and avenge our wrongs. No matter who
vou are; the blood of our Chinese shall be avenired.'

These, and manv similar words were uttered in hiffh,

menacing tones
;
and suiting their' actions to their lan-

guage, tliey made bare their arms, beat their breasts,

shook their hands high over their heads, hurling at us

with deadly fury stones, tiles, hard pieces of dried clay,

and mud.
" At this point, just outside the village, our situation

was very trying. They assailed us from both banks of

the creek
;
and some, more daring than the others,

leaped into the water, swam to the boat, and tried to

dismantle our little craft
;
and they would have done this,

had not the stones thrown at us compelled them to de-

sist. In doing so, however, they carried off a part of our

oars. One of our own men here leaped overboard and

made his escape."

Another stone bridge was to be passed ;
and it was

obvious that the assailants could discharge their missiles

from this point with fearful advantage. Indeed it seemed

impossible to proceed without the almost certain loss of

life. Mr. Bridgman tried to induce the boatmen to land

the party on a narrow place, in front of some dwelling-
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houses, hoping that by coming closely in contact with the

mass, they might disarm them of their fury. But this

project failed.

Mr. Bridgman goes on to say :

" Our assailants, run-

ning forward, now assembled in a large crowd on the

bridge, carrying with them and collecting together large

quantities of stones. These, as we approached and

passed under the bridge, they sent down upon, us in

showers. Our boat was almost a wreck, and only two

of our men remained at their posts. Our escape was

effected, we cannot tell how
;
we onlv know that it was

by the merciful interposition of God.
" After we had passed the bridge, the creek widened

on one side to a broaid sheet of water
;
and on the other

the bank was closed in by a high wall. Our pursuers,

therefore, were compelled to desist, but not until they had

manned a boat and made an unsuccessful attempt to give

us chase.
" Our boatmen now felt themselves safe, and set about

putting things in the best condition possible. We found

ourselves in a sad plight. Mrs. Bridgman's white dress

w^as covered with the blood of the wounded boatmen
;

mv clothes were besmeared with mud and dirt, and the

boat was filled with stones and rubbish. These were all

thrown overboard, except one of the largest pieces of

granite, which was brought home as a witness of what

we had passed through. This block weighs eighty-five

and a third pounds. We reached the factories at half-

past six o'clock."

Inferences may be drawn from the foregoing narrative

more unfavorable than the facts will fairly warrant. To
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prevent this, Mr. Bridgman subjoins the following re-

marks :

" The people, as they declared, were seeking

revenge, and were entirely ignorant of our character,

beyond the one fact, that we were foreigners. I thought

then, and I am of the opinion still, that had we been on

shore, and in close contact with them, so as to be able to

make ourselves known, we should have won the victory,

and converted them into our friends. That we escaped

with our lives, unharmed, was owing, not to any fore-

sight or effort on our part ;
not to any lack of evil dis-

position or power on the part of our assailants, but

wholly to the merciful providence of Him, who can say

to the angry multitudes, as to the raging waters of the

sea, 'Tims far shalt thou come, and here shall thy fury be

stayed.'
"

In a postscript, dated August 24th, Mr. Bridgman
writes :

" The instruction of mv Bible class is the most

interesting and promising labor in which I am at present

engaged. Five of its members are wishing to become

professors of Christianity."

It was after Dr. Bridgman's annual visit to Hong-

kong, to attend the examination of the Morrison School,

that he was attacked with a bronchial affection, pro-

ducing a spasmodic cough of great severity, and made it

necessarv for him to spend some time in Macao, for the

benefit of the sea air.

During his absence, his cousin, Mr. James Bridgman,

supplied his lack of service. It was some months before

he obtained relief from this complaint. In a, letter to

his friend, Mr. Williams, dated Macao, June 13th, 1846,

he describes his sickness, and then goes on to speak of
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his cousin and other matters :

" James was duly ordained

on the 31st ult. This, as you may vreW suppose, was an

occasion of very great interest to me. He seems to love

the missionary work, and preached his first sermon in

Chinese on Sunday last.

"
It is now nearly a year since my marriage, and I see

daily more and more cause to bless God for this, his good

providence. My wife is with her teacher, by my side, stu-

dying Chinese, in perfect health and good spirits, hoping,

ere long, to be able both to read and talk to the women
of China.

"
Well, you do not leave till next autumn, if so soon !

Do not delay. For six weeks past I have not been able

to do more than one-third of my usual work, and much

of my work no one else can do. A part a laborious

part you could and would do, if here. I have had, and

now have, too much on my hands. It is hard for me to be

sick, when there is so much necessary employment ; but,

in my present state of health, all my friends charge me
to be careful and spare myself. I shall try to do so, and

you must excuse want of care in this, and also all my
previous neglects." ....



CHAPTER XVIII.

'''For here Jiave we no continuing city.''''
Hebrews xiii. 14.

N^EW YEAR GREETINGS IN CHINA A DINNER IDOLATROUS

RITES CHINESE NEW YEAR CASES OF OPPRESSION

REMOVAL TO SHANGHAI REVISION OF THE SCRIPTURES

DWELLINGS OF SHANGHAI DEATH OF REV. MR. LOW-

RIE.

1847.

^^HE year 1847 opened upon Canton beautifully clear
-*- and pleasant. The usual greetings that are heard

in large cities in America, resounded also in the dwelling
of the missionary. Some one had killed the fatted sheep
and presented a whole one to the family, and at 4 o'clock

individuals belonging to the mission dined at Dr. Bridg-
man's house, and the different families with their children

spent the evening in agreeable recreation.

In the week following, new missionaries, destined for

Siam, arrived
;
before the end of the month, more

;
and

the house extended itself into dimensions adequate to

the demand for room. Soon after, an English gentleman,
a brother of one of the missionaries, was received as a

member of the family. At this period, there is a series

(160)
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of letters (monthly) addressed to the Secretary, Rev. Dr.

Anderson. From these we continue our narrative.

"e/a?z. 4:tli. Yesterday beins; the first Sabbath in the

month, was observed by us as a season of communion
;

about fifteen souls were present at the sacramental table.
" This being the first Monday in the year, has been ob-

served by the missionaries here as a season of special

prayer for a revival of godliness among Christians of

every name, and for the universal triumph of the Gospel.
" A general meeting was held at my own residence at

10 A. M., and at 7.30 p. m. Another meeting was held at

the same time at one of tlie other mission houses, the

latter being conducted in Chinese. In a pagan land it is

especially necessary to seize on all these occasions, for

the maintenance of spiritual life and growth in grace."
"
6f/^ To-day we have welcomed a reinforcement

from the Presbyterian board. They arrived at Macao

about one week ago, and came this afternoon to Canton,

Rev. Messrs. Speer, Mattoon, French, Quarterman,
and Dr. House. We had them all to tea with us this

evening."
"
^th. (Saturday evening.) A laborious week. The

services in the hospital have been especially interesting,

and the opportunities of making known the truth, have

been improved, I trust, for the good of souls."
"

i^e?>. 9//?. Dear brother: Do our people know, do

the churches consider, how great a work there is to be

accomplished in China before its three hundred and sixty

millions are all made to hear the joyful sound? The

longer I live in this country, more and more do I see

the necessity of great efforts in Christendom to bring
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this people to a knowledge and acknowledgment of the

truth, and I am willing to spend and be sjoent in dissemi-

nating the seed of the Word, both by oral teaching

and the printed page.
" All that Paul said of the heatlien to the Romans is

true of the Chinese true to an extent that is dreadful.

They are, as regards the future life, totally insensible

and indifferent. No painting, no imagination can portray

to the Christian world, the horrible abominations that

fill the land.
' Truth is fallen in the streets, and equity

cannot enter.' It is truly
' a great valley of living

death.' There are said to be, at this moment, more than

two thousand unadjudged cases in the magistracy of the

western half of Canton, and the parties concerned are

kept in duress under circumstances most distressing.

During the cold of winter, numbers of these die daily,

and their oppressors fatten on what they may chance to

leave of worldly effects.

' One of the members of my Bible-class would have

died in this condition of duress, but for the timely inter-

ference of the United States authorities. It would re-

quire a long account to give you all the details of this

poor man's case. His only crime was a willingness to

lease a site of ground to foreigners. After having been

kept nearly three months in confinement, threatened with

perpetual banishment, and compelled to write a bond

surrendering the lease and declaring it false, his written

testimony to the contrary notwithstanding, he was al-

lowed this evenino; to return to his familv. This is

probably one of the mildest cases of the whole two

thousand and upwards now existing under this magistracy.
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*' The common jails are glutted ; large parties of

robbers, pirates, murderers, etc., are thrown into them

almost daily, and the public executions are very frequent.

Having to pass the execution ground on Friday last, the

5 th, I Tvitnessed the fresh blood and the trunkless heads

that continually mark that spot. Three men had just

been -decapitated. Two of the bodies had been removed,
the third was lying in its own blood ! To-day, forty-one

more have fallen in the same spot, and more are to follow

soon ! Do you not think that Satan keeps jubilee on

such a field as this ?

" There is but one remedv the word of God, the

Gospel of his dear Son."

''3Ionday, Feb. loth. Chinese Xew Year's day, a high

day, a season for congratulations and festivities. It is

pleasant to turn from the last description to the smiling
countenances that greet you on every side

; joy is seen

in every face, and all seem happy. Oh, tliat it were so

indeed and in truth !

" He wlio
'

causeth the sun to shine upon the evil and

the good, and sendeth rain upon the just and upon the

unjust,' has given to this people largely of his bounties

during the year that has just closed, but the Great Giver

they do not recognize. Excepting the few who have

embraced Christianity, men, women and children go and

pay divine honors to those who are no gods, and bow
down to the work of their own hands.

' The followers of Confucius, the Buddhists and Taou-

ists, all alike turn their backs upon the Father of Liguis,
and go madly after their idols."

There is a great deal of external cleansing at the
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Chinese New Year, great preparations both for dress

and feasting take place, and, as Dr. B. remarks,
" At the

hour of midnight, the whole population repair to their

altars, there to make their offerings and pay their tows,

amid the din of gongs and the incessant roar of crackers.

The morning opens, and all is hushed. At sunrise the

scene resembles the Sabbath morning in a Christian coun-

try more than anything else I have ever seen in this

pagan land."
"

18f/i. Considerable solicitude has been felt among
the foreign residents for the safety of their persons and

property during the festive days of the New Year.

There were good reasons for this solicitude, and in order

to prevent trouble, the British government at Hong-kong
increased its naval forces in tliis vicinity, having three

vessels of war on the river, two of them anchored at

Whampoa and one off the factories, all well armed.

These precautions thus far have had the desired effect,

and very little anxiety need be felt if the like watchful-

ness and circumspection are continued."
' On the 3d of April British troops arrived and spiked

all the guns in the forts up the river." The object of

this attack by the British at this time,
" was to secure a

compliance with the treaty stipulations made by the

Chinese."

While Canton was threatened by the British, Messrs.

Bridgman and Ball, with their families, retired to Wham-

poa for two nights.
" The inhabitants of the city are

6XC^^dingly hostile to foreigners, but it is evidently the

design of \ Great Britain to open the gates of Canton at

all hazarcs."
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Dr. Bridgman being appointed by bis missionary breth-

ren as their delegate on the revision of the Scriptures,

and the place of meeting settled to be in Shanghai, he

with his family embarked on the Coquette the 1st of

June. The business was to compare and correct the

work assigned to the different missionaries by the dele-

gates, which it was thought would take about six months

to complete. He arrived with Mrs. B. and the two little

Chinese girls on the 23d.

The committee on the revision commenced their work

on the 1st of Jnlv. Thev had arrived at the second or

third session when a discussion took place on the proper

generic term for Deity, and the committee were so diverse

in tlieir views, that it was thought best for all to give

themselves to research, and the press was the medium

for expressing those views
;

at the same time they went

on with the revision, lea^'ing out the disputed term until

further investigation. It resulted, after much writing,

in a withdrawal of the English delegates, and eventually

in two separate versions.

Dr. Bridgman was a man of close observation, and

used his pen to mark in his walks the results of that

habit. Notices in the Chinese Bejjository are frequent

of what he saw and considered, on the sea and on the

land, in the country and in cities.

" There is in China always a striking contrast to

everything European, and in nothing more than the

streets and buildings of a Chinese city, for they are very

conspicuous. Instead of spacious, clean and airy str

as seen in New York, or London, or Paris, you ha

most miserable substitutes, narrow, filthy and cV
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degree that cannot adequately be conceived of, from any

descriptions. They must be seen in order to be fully

known. The contrast in the houses is not less remark-

able. A few there are, spacious, neat, and comfortable,

and would be so esteemed by any people. But the great

majority, say nine-tenths of the whole, are such as few

Europeans would like to inhabit. They are low, damp,

and dark, and so constructed and close as to be both

very hot and unhealthy. In summer they are poorly

Tentilated, and in winter equally unfitted to render their

inmates comfortable. One might suppose that many
of the arrangements were designed to set at defiance all

attempts to secure health or comfort. The order of

things, in their construction, is the European reversed.

Instead of having a dwelling two or three stories high,

light, dry, and well ventilated in summer and warm in

winter, these houses are made on the opposite plan :

close, and ill ventilated
; consequently foreigners who

come to reside for a number of vears in this citv, as soon

as possible build their own houses.
" The very exterior of these dwellings, with dark

walls, unglazed windows, and heavy roofs, surrounded by
a long line of tiles, piled with their edges upwards, pre-

sents a forbidding aspect ;
their interior with tiled or

mud-floors below, and little or no ceiling above, is equally

cheerless
;
and on trial, if anv one from choice or neces-

sity makes it, they will be found no less unsuitable for

all the purposes of health and comfort than their first

-^arance warranted us to expect."
*

vas in September of this year that the beloved

* Chinese Repository, vol. xvi., pp. 542, 543.
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LoT^rie lost his life bj pirates, in going from Shanghai
to Xingpo. Mr. Lowrie was engaged with others at

Shanghai in revising the translation of the New Testa-

ment in Chinese. Some business of his own mission

called him temporarily to Ningpo. In going in one of

the Chinese passage boats from Chapu to Chinhai, his

boat was attacked by pirates, and although he gave the

robbers everything he had, that is the keys to his trunk

and boxes, after finishing tlieir work of plunder it seemed

to occur to them that he would report them to the

Chinese authorities
;
and i\\Qjj consulting together, con-

cluded to destroy him at once. Two of them attempted

this, but without success, when a third added overpowered

him, and he was thrown into the sea. vSome time after,

a pleasing circumstance came to light from one of the

boatmen : that he had his Bible in his hand, and seeing

liis destruction inevitable, he threw it back into the boat.

This interesting relic of so sad an event, came into the

possession of his afflicted parents. .

Mr. Lowrie was frequently at Dr. Bridgman's house,

and went from there to the boat to take him to Ningpo,
after bidding the family good-by for a few days. The

Christian consistency of this excellent missionary was

closely observed by a little Chinese girl, whom he used

to notice, living in Dr. Bridgman's family ;
and his death

was the means of awakening Liang-ateh to a deep sense

of his sins, while he was most sincerely lamented by all

his fellow laborers.



CHAPTER XIX.

^^ Their land also is fuU of idols; they icorship the icorlc of their

oion h-ands, that which their oicii fingers have made.'''' Isaiah

ii. 8.

KETISTXG committee's DISCUSSION CHIXESE IDOL WOR-

SHIPPERS, THEIR LANGUAGE PECULIAR RUSSIANS AND
ROMANISTS A TRIP TO THE COUNTRY PREACHING
-ATTACK ON MISSIONARIES BURIAL PLACES WRITING
ON DOOR-POSTS LETTERS SICKNESS.

18-i8.

^T^HE whole of tins year was spent bj Dr. Bridgman
at Shanghai in revising the New Testament in

Chinese. The Committee had a learned and protracted

discussion on the name which should be used in Chinese to

express the term Elohim in Hebrew and Theos in Greek,

which went on for some time longer without settling the

disputed question.

Dr. Bridgman's views on the idolatry of the Chinese

and their lana:uao:e are embodied in what follows from

tlie Herald :

" This people, from the earliest period noticed in their

history, have been the icorshippers of gods many, as

they are at this day. By not keeping this in mind, we

shall be liable to presume on their having much more

(168)
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knowledge than they actually possess. It is very difficult,

I tliink impossible, for one whose mind has been imbued

with Christian knowleda'e from infancy, to understand

tlie true condition of the entire mass of mind in China.
" So far as I have been able to learn, the Chinese have

no hioioledge of God^ or of the immortality of the soul
;

nor have they, until comparatively modern times, been at

all influenced by revealed religion.
" Of all the beings in the invisible world, and the soul's

immortality, they are in profound ignorance. They have

onlv confused notions of future states of existence, inde-

scribably vague and irrational. They are almost without

a conscience, and the exercises of this faculty of the soul

are so faint, and have been so little noticed by native

writers, that the translators of the Bible are in ereat

doubt how the word rendered '

conscience
'

in our version

ought to be expressed in their language. The phrase
hitlierto used for

'

conscience
' means literally

'

a good
heart.'

" The Chinese having always been in this condition, all

the facts and doctrines which are peculiar to revealed

religion are of course entirely new to them. The Bible,

the great treasury of Christian knowledge, contains a

multitude of principles regarding faith and practice, of

which they have no conception. All these the mission-

aries must communicate in their language as weliow find

it. Accordingly, we are obliged to take their words,
with the meanings which have been current for thousands

of years, and emplpy them in a sense essentially new.

For example, we must take the word '

Shin,' commonly
used to denote the imaginary beings whom they adore

8



170 ELIJAH COLEMAN BRIDGMAN.

and worship, falsely called gods, and use it for the true

God, as he is revealed in the Scriptures. So of the soul
;

so of heaven
;
so of hell."

The next point is,
" The peculiar character and struc-

ture of the Chinese language. The confusion of tongues
was a heavy curse. There is no written language so dif-

ferent from all others as the Chinese, and no other is

acquired with so much difficulty by foreigners ;
in this

point of view, it has doubtless done infinitely more tlian
'

the great wall
'

to preserve the Chinese in their exclu-

siveness, hostile to international intercourse, and for many
centuries almost hermeticallv sealed from the influences

of Christianity. Although the supposition that Satan

had a special agency in the formation of the Chinese

language cannot be proved, nor with any strict propriety
assumed to be a fact, yet we can hardly conceive of any

tongue better adapted to promote his evil designs ; and,

certain it is, that no nation ever has been for so long a

time shut out from the counteracting power of the Word
of God.

" The very limited Icnowledge of this language and lit-

erature nova vossessed hy foreigners^ deserves a passing

notice. This has resulted directly from the Chinese ex-

clusive policy, and from the peculiar character of their

language. The Russians, for more than a century, have

had an establislnnent, half political, half ecclesiastical, at

Peking, consisting of ten students, who are exchanged
for others once in ten years ;

and the Romish church for

centuries has had its agents in all paijts of China. Their

acquisitions in the language have been so monopolized,
or so restricted, that other foreigners have profited but
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little by tliem. Able scholars they doubtless have had
;

but whatever mav have been their Christian zeal and

love, they do not appear to have given to the Chinese, or

to have prepared in their language, a complete version

of the Bible. This was reserved for Protestants. Great

praise is due to Morrison, Milne, Marshman, and others
;

thev did well.
" Of their successors, the great majority are yet only

beginners. Many are fluent in the colloquial language ;

but few are able to write Chinese in a plain, perspicuous

style, and not one would submit an essay of his own to a

well-road native student without admitting that it was

open to numerous corrections.
"
Proficient as some, and respectable as many are in

their knowledge of the language, no one would at present

yenture to set up himself as
* Master of Chinese.'

"

Saturday^ Fehricary 2Qih, 1848. At this date. Dr.

Bridgman has a memorandum of 24 hours (the time allowed

to foreigners), in company with the Rev. Dr. Medhurst

and the Rev. Mr. Muirhead to the cities of Nantsiang
and Kiating, distant about fifteen miles from Shanghai.

The canal on which he travelled, the face of the country,

the pagodas, are all matter of observation.
"
Multitudes

of the people were seen gazing up at the foreigners, as

we walked round surveying the city of Nantsiang."
" Dr.

Medhurst preached to an assembly in the court at the

foot of the pagoda, and afterwards at the Chinghwang
Mian, the great Temple of the city."

" In front of the hall

there stands a lofty centre, elevated on a platform, four

feet or more from the ground, with steps leading up
to it, so as to enable the devotees to throw into the censer
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their offerings of burning paper, etc. Upon these steps

Dr. Medhurst took his stand, and in a few moments was

surrounded by a dense tlirong. After beckoning silence, a

discourse, similar to that delivered to the people at the

pagoda, was repeated ;
the audience, however, was much

more numerous." " Dr. M. preached, also, at four o'clock

in the city of Nantsiang (having, as he passed through in

the morning, posted up a notice of his intention). There

were about eight hundred hearers, and perfect order, witli

profound silence, were maintained during the sermon."

Dr. Bridgman journalizes through January and Febru-

ary, chiefly local matters, such as the New Year, and the

streets exhibited to his view in going to and from the

meetings for revision.

March 10th. He writes :

" On the morning of the

8th, Dr. Medburst, with two of his associates, started on

another tour. They reached Tsing-pu, thirty miles west

of Shanghai, about mid-day, unmolested. Finding the

people somewhat in commotion, they declined preaching,

distributed their tracts, and resolved on a speedy return.

A gang of ruffians soon set upon them, robbed them of

their watches, hats, coats, etc., severely beat them, and

were carrying them off prisoners when the police of the

city came to their rescue, and conducted them to the

magistrate, who kindly received them, and gave them an

escort on their return."

The summer and autumn of this year were cold and

wet in Shanghai. There was a good deal of sickness

among both foreigners and natives
; small-pox prevailed,

and tliousands went in idolatrous processions, carrying

images of their gods in state
;
the people were unusually
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devout. It takes a long time to pass one of these pro-

cessions : you would judge from the men on horseback

that the great mandarin was out for display, and an

airino- when as vou draw near the centre of attraction,

behold an idol dressed up in a large and splendid sedan,

having perhaps eight bearers. One cannot but exclaim,

what folly ! while the people are as grave and serious as

if the image was a veritable person that could help them

and cure diseases.

Dr. Bridgman, in liis
" Walks about Shanghai," has

the following remarks upon the dress of the Chinese :

" The winter and summer costumes differ amazino-ly. In

summer it is as light as possible, and many of the poor and

middling classes are accustomed to go half naked. In

winter, all who have them, put on garment after gar-

ment, cotton, silks, woolen and furs, or skins as they call

them, until the identity of tlie person is almost lost. To-

day (April 15tli), the sun has come out in his strength

and what a putting off of clothes there has been ! Great

numbers of them are deposited with the pawnbrokers.

The winter and the first half of spring in Shanghai is a

drearv season.
" The most frloomy siirhts and thev are not a few in

and around Shanghai are the graveyards ; no, not

graveyards^ nor hurying-places, were they so, they would

be more tolerable. There is somethins: sacred and solemn

about the dead, and not always unpleasant. The church-

yard, where the remains of departed worth have been de-

cently deposited, may be often visited with interest, and

made the occasion of benefiting the living. It is not so

in heathen China. Multitudes of the dead arc not
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interred. Instead of the "burial ground, neatly en-

closed by a fence, and waving with the cypress and

the willow trees, you see tlie garden or the field covered

ivith naked coffins, some new and some half-decayed ;
and

in time of great sickness as you seek a ramble in the

country, perhaps for recreation, they arc seen by the road-

side
; among the better class they are kept in the house

with the family, where they live, take their meals and dg
their work, nntil a "

lucky spot" can be found, or until

other members of the household die, that they may have

a family cemetery. The careful anxiety taken by this

people to secm^e a fortunate spot for their family tombs

is well known, leading them to expend large sums in

hiring necromancers to fix upon the most propitious

spots, and in adorning them with masonry, sculpture and

flowers. Mr. Fortune observes, that a situation on a

hill-side is considered of great importance, especially if

it commands a view of a beautiful bay or lake. The

place most coveted is where a winding stream, in its

course, passes and then returns again to the foot of the

hill where the grave is to be made. The necromancer

settles the important point as to the direction in which

the body is to be, sometimes becoming very eloquent in

his descriptions of the future happiness of those who

obey his directions
;
he informs them that they or their

children shall enjoy riches and honors in after life as 9,

reward for the attention and respect they have paid the

remains of th.eir fathers
;
that as the stream which they

then behold when standing around their father's grave

flows and returns again to its windings, so shall their path

tlirough life be smooth and pleasant until they sink into
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the tomb, lioary with years, respected, "beloved, and

mourned by their children."

''Ajyril 29tJi. Spring has brought along with it, be-

sides abundance of flowers, some beautiful birds. The

cuckoo and other sweet warblers may be heard. The

twittering swallows, numerous as they are, find ample
room for nestling under the broad eaves of the houses

and temples, and for the mud to build withal they have

not far to go. There is another bird, not uncommon in

the city of Shanghai, tliat feeds on the remains of poor

outcasts! On a single tree, within the city, close by the

wall between the two eastern gates, I counted to-day

more than a dozen nests of this creature the black

crow. We enjoy things by contrast
;
what should I see

next? half a dozen young rabbits, white as snow, in a

neat cage, feeding on green clover.
'

Charming little

creatures,' said my friend, and so they were." The next

paragraph introduces a new subject.
" ' And these words which I command thee, tliou shalt

write them upon the posts of thy houses, and upon thy

gates.' Dent. vi. 9, and xi. 20. The custom of orna-

menting the doors and walls of houses and temples with

quotations from their sacred books has long existed among
the Jews, Mohammedans and Chinese; and even the early

Reformers of the English church piously provided that se-

lect portions of Scripture should be written on the walls

and pillars of churches, because Bibles were scarce. The

Mohammedans are very fond of adorning their mosques,

gates of their cities, door posts, walls and shops, with ex-

tracts from the Koran, sometimes in the most beautiful

manner
;
but neither they nor the Jews carry this use of
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their language and scriptures furtlier in tins respect than

do the Chinese. The reception hall, bedrooms, and

doorways of houses in this country, are sometimes almost

concealed by the frames of silk or paper liung up or

pasted on the walls, consisting of extracts from the

writings of poets and philosopliers. Many of them con-

sist of prayers and charms to implore the protection or

ward oif the malice of the spirits about them, others

are admonitions to guard against the superstitious use

of amulets so common amono; all nations."

In contrast with the foregoing superstitions of the

Chinese, Dr. Bridgman remarks :

"
Christian missions, established in this city and vicin-

ity, are destined ere long to introduce great and salutary

changes, and are justly becoming more and more the

objects of attention, as well in China as throughout
almost all Christendom. The idolatry of the Chinese,

like an incubus, has long been wasting and destroying
the best energies of this people, so that they are in a

great degree insensible on the one hand to their own low

and debased condition, and on the other to the new and

life-giying influences that are coming into operation

around them. Multitudes hear but understand not tlie

' new doctrines,' and none of the Chinese are fully aware

of the power the missionaries possess in having, in com-

mon vrith all their fellow Cliristians, what this people
have not, a written Revelation."

As a translator of that Revelation, Dr. Bridgman was

a man of laborious research. He deeply felt his respon-

sibilities, and a fear, a becoming awe, in such a work as

translating the Holy Scriptures into the difficult language
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of this people. None, it is believed, ever felt more im-

pressively the warning of the Holy Spirit as contained in

the 22d chapter of Revelation, 19th verse :

" And if any
man shall take awav from the words of the book of this

propliecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of

life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which

are wi'itten in this book."

The following extract from a letter written in 1848 by
the Rev. William A. Hallock of the Tract Societv, will

serve to indicate the manner in which the labors of Dr.

B. were estimated by some of his brethren at home :

" We are grateful for the kind though brief letters

with which from time to time vou have favored us, allow-

ing us to breathe a little of your spirit, and to sym-

pathize in your toils, trials, and hopes, while we have

been reminded that we mav not forc^et to aid you withI/O J

some pecuniary means.
"
I always think of you now as in the place of Morrison,

and may God long preserve you, and give you wisdom

for all duty, and strength equal to your day. I do not

feel at all that yours is an easy work
;
or because the

ports are opened, that China is converted
; yet, on the

other hand, one thing is clear, that great country must

not be left, and it is sure that China will yet be given to

Christ. There is prayer for missions here, but would

that there were more, more ardent, more persevering,

more full of faith for China and the world."

In April of this year Dr. Bridgman had an attack of

illness, which prevented him from meeting the committee

for more than two weeks
;
of this illness he writes :

8*
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"
During my indisposition, while I was detained at

home, I kept away from my books, and my thoughts

turned inward. My mind was in a happy state, but I

was not without regret that I had not pleaded more

earnestly for laborers to come into this field.

" These eastern nations are the dark places of the

earth
;
and here the wicked one holds the oldest empire

with broad and deep foundations. The time is at hand

when these heathen portions of the earth will be wrested

from the arch enemy, but not without a most desperate

struggle."



CHAPTEK XX.

"iV(? man should he moved hy these afflictions; for yourselves know

that ice are appointed thereunto.'^ 1 Thes. iii. 3.

TEAVELLIXG EEGULATIOXS AN EXCUKSIOX TO " THE

HILLS " FAillXE AXD SICKNESS ACCIDENT, EESULT-

ING IN DEATH TO AN AMEPaCAN MEECIIANT LETTER

TO THE SECRETARY REVISION MANNER OF TRANS-

LATION SICKNESS DEATH OF J. G. BRIDGilAN HIS

CHARACTER.

18491850.

A T this period of Dr. Bridgman's residence in Shang-
-^-^

liai the native authorities had a fixed regulation in

regard to excursions : tliat Europeans were at liberty

to go to places not exceeding the distance of one day's

travel to go and return : that is, in twenty-four hours.

The country about Shangliai is exceedingly level and

marshy. Within twenty miles there are some hills
;
so

significant are they that they are called "the Hills;" we

give Dr. Bridgman's description of such a trip in com-

pany with his wife, the two little Chinese girls, and the

Kev. Mr. Spalding, of the Episcopal Mission :

"It was 8 o'clock in the evening when we left our

house with bed and baggage. The moon, just past her

full, was high above the horizon. Not a cloud was to be

(179)
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seen, as we enjoyed a walk across the fields, tlie little

Chinese girls chattering as they went along, much de-

lighted with tlie
'

trip to the country.' It was a bright,

clear, cold night the mercury down to tlie freezing

point. Not a cloud was to be seen, and nothing heard

except now and then the sound of a gong on the river

or the burstinc: of a rocket. Going out beyond the

western gate of the city, and passing over Catharine

Brido-e, an hour's walk broudit us to our boat, which

had been sent forward on the canal, in order that we

miixht avail ourselves of the earliest morning tide.

" The little craft frondola-like was admirably fitted

up for such an excursion in such a season
;
the cabin

being well closed up, and furnished with shell windows

and a small stove. Having seen to it that our
' hands'

five sturdy boatmen and two servants were in their

proper places, we, the
'

passengers,' five in all, retired for

the nio'ht. Unaccustomed to such lodo'ings, I was unable

to sleep, and lay awake, listening to the rippling of the

tide, and the loud, merry talking of the oarsmen, as boat

after boat, coming in from the country, glided by us on

their way to the city. At length the tide slackened,

about midnight, and our men got the boat under way.
" At dawn we found ourselves some twenty miles or

more from Shanghai, moving forward at a rapid rate, and

close to a village called Sz-king. The sun was just rising

as we passed through it, built on both sides of the channel,

and numbering several hundreds of houses and shops.

Over the river were three or four stone bridges, one of

them having three arches. A very heavy dew had fallen

during the night, and the temperature was so low that a
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thick hoar-frost lav brisfht in the sun, on the roofs of the

houses and tops of the boats, and gave a charming aspect
to the scene. It was morning,

'

spread not upon tlie

mountains,' but upon the plains. Of the villagers we
saw only a few, and those muffled up and shivering in

the cold.
"
Very soon after leaving this village, the lowest of

the liills loomed up to our vision. It was a long time

since we had seen any elevation of ground except what

was made by graves ;
now a hill burst upon our view,

and then another and another still 2:reater in heio;ht.

The boatmen were directed to steer their course for this

last
;

in this direction we passed several smaller ones
;

at 10 o'clock we were close to tlie beautiful Siliu Hills.

In half an hour we liad traversed a mile, which brought
us to the Teen-ma, or Celestial Horse, for the summit

of which we immediately started.
" From the boat to the hill in a rioht line, we had to

walk over twice that distance, so zig-zag was the path.
From the excitement caused by our* appearance, one

might have supposed the people had never before seen

such beings as we were. Anticipating our object, and

knowing the course we must take to ascend tlie hill, men,
women and children ran out in great numbers and posted
themselves along the sides of the path, so as to get a

near view of the strangers. At Mrs. B. they gazed and

gazed, looking now at her feet, then at her face, and

carefully surveying each article of her dress. Stopping
now and then, and inviting them to come forward, it was

sometimes difi&cult to inspire them with sufficient courage
to approach near to us. By degrees, they became more
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and more familiar, and ere we ascended the hill, our

retinue had become a host. Two-thirds of the way to-

wards the summit there stands a leaning pagoda it is

said to be very ancient and near it some pavilions and

courts for the priests and gods. The weather was very

hot, and we lingered about these buildings for a little

while, and then passed on to others on the hill-top. One
of the inmates, an old priest of the Buddhistic sect, re-

ceived us politely, and supplied, what was most- welcome,
a good cup of tea.

" The granite hill is conical
;

it forms a grand obser-

vatory, the peak rising probably four hundred feet above

the plain. It was a cloudless day, yet not a good one

for distant observation a thick haze hung over the plain,

and almost entirely shut out from our view the cities of

Sung-kiang, Tsing-pu, and other places of note, which,

with a small telescope, we had hoped to survey. How-

ever, to us, who for eighteen months and more had been

enclosed within the walls of a Chinese house, the pros-

pect was truly chai^ming.
" When survevino; the scene from this summit, one is

strongly reminded of similar scenes in his native land
;

so a New Englander, standing here, could easily fancy

himself on the top of Mount Holyoke, looking down on

the rich valley of the Connecticut, save that the Christian

church-spire, which is dotted here and there through the

latter landscape, gives place to the idolatrous pagoda, and

reminds one that it is not a Christian but a heathen land.
" Mr. Spalding having just become familiar with the

Shanghai dialect, preached several times to the people as

they gathered around us on our way up the hill.
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" In descending, a poor country dame came linrrying

to gratify her curiosity by a sight of us
;

as she ap-

proached, I directed the attention of one of the company
to her eagerness, pointing at her at the same time. Sus-

pecting some mischief, her fears conquered her curiosity,

and down the hill with all speed she went, rocks and graves
were no impediment ;

she stopped not until she was far

off on the plain.
" We lingered for an hour on the top of* the

'

Heavenly

Horse,' or Teen-ma, as the mountain is called, and then

descended on the opposite side to that we had taken

when ascending.

"At 3 o'clock p. M. we were aa'ain in our boat, 'home-

ward bound.' The hills disappeared, sinking in the dis-

tance v/ith the setting sun, and at twilight we were again

passing through the village of Sz-king. Before midnight
our boat was again at anchor not far from the Lung-wha

pagoda, where we remained till daylight ;
then pushing

out into the Hwangpu, a strong tide brought us quickly

to our landing-place at Wang-ka-moda.
" On our way back, our attention was attracted by

some fishing cormorants. They were in two boats, and

about a dozen in each. Tlie boats were low and narrow,

and the birds so perched on the two sides, that I mistook

them for seamen, and was on the point of exclaiming,
' See those European boats !

'

It being quite dark at the

time, the delusion for the moment was perfect. We did

not exceed our twentv-four hours, and both missionaries

and children returned refreshed and invigorated for

home work."

The year 1850 was one of famine, sickness, and afflic-
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tion also, both among the Chinese and foreign residents.

In writing to the Secretary, Dr. Bridgman says :

" There is abroad in this land at this moment a good
deal of distress

;
the crops of grain over all the plains

of Kiang-nan were much injured last year by inunda-

tions
;
in the northern provinces, too, there was but a

poor harvest of bread stuff, and the winter has been

long and severe. There is probably grain enough in the

empire to supply all, could it be equally distributed, but

the means of transportation are inadequate. The num-

ber of poor who are now suffering in the district of

Shanghai, is said to be 200,000 ;
to these the public

granaries have been opened, and large contributions

made for food. Only a few rods from our own door,

there are collected in one group 2,000 children, all under

the age of ten years, furnished with food and nurses by
the government. Foreigners are contributing generously

to aid in these charities."

Among the incidental labors of all missionaries they
are called to minister to the sick and dying among for-

eign residents. In January, 1850, such a service was

presented in the case of a gentleman, an American mer-

chant, who, rising in his sleep, walked out of a second

story window, fell to the ground, and broke his back.

He needed condolence, and sent for Dr. Bridgman at

once, who visited him daily as long as life continued, and

entered deeply into his case. Xo medical skill could

save him, but the missionary had the satisfaction of feel-

ing that he died in hope, and communicated this to his

relatives in his native land, from whom he received the

testimony of grateful hearts, that the beloved brother,
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tliougli far distant from them, had not wanted for sym-

pathizers in his case, and that he had been ministered

unto, both by a skillful physician and a spiritual adviser.

There was at this time a great deal of sickness at

Shanghai, produced by the long wet seasons, cliiefly

among the natives, who dwell in poor habitations, and

suffering from various diseases.

The Chinese pay very little attention to dry and well

ventilated dwellings ;
if sickness comes upon the people,

they resort to their gods, increase the number of their

sacrifices, and hang up old brooms on the chimney tops

to frighten away evil spirits, whose influence they dread,

and think they are the cause of calamity.

Dr. Brid2:man ao:ain writes to the Secretarv :

" More

than twenty years have now passed since the first mes-

sengers from the churches in America reached '

the land

of Sinim.' When 'the beloved Abeel' and myself ar-

rived here, there was in all this wide field only one

Protestant mission, and only limited access to the people

at one port. To propagate Christianity on the part of

the foreigners, to embrace and practice it on the part of

the natives, was alike in either case a capital crime. In

these twenty years what changes have we seen ! Mor-

rison, Abeel, and many others, who came subsequently to

China, have gone to their rest
; yet nearly a hundred

laborers, men and women, have free access to millions

of the people. The first fruits of a great and glorious

harvest begin to appear. All this is a token for good.

He, who has done so much, will do still more. All the

inhabitants of Sinim shall come to the knowledge of the

truth as it is in Jesus.
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" In revision we have readied the third chapter of John^s

Revelation progressing about twenty verses daily. It

will probably be near the middle of April before we

reach the end of the book. We shall then have to turn

back to Paul's Epistle to the Komans, and carefully re-

consider the whole of this last half of the New Testa-

ment, which probably will occupy all our time until mid-

summer say July 15th. When after all this, the whole

from Matthew to Revelation must be subjected to 2i final

reading, carefully correcting our respective copies as we

compare one with the other, and then with the Greek

text. This last work will be the most critical and the

most important part of our whole labors, and in which

I feel an intense interest." Speaking of his co-laborers,

lie says: "In the cardinal rule to. give the entire sense

of the text and nothing more nor less than the entire

sense we are agreed ;
but in the manner of doing this we

differ. It is my opinion that the st3de of the translation

should be ^jrecisely that of the sacred text, equally plain

and simple, preserving and exhibiting, as far as practic-

able, all the peculiarities of the original. ... To make

known the Gospel, so that this people may be sanctified

and saved in God's own glorious way, is and shall be

my heart's earnest prayer."

In August, when the weather was intensely hot, Dr.

Bridgman had an attack of Shanghai fever : the physician

succeeded before it had run on many days in subduing

its force, but such was its power that he required Avatch-

ing night and day ; fortunately, ice Vv^as at hand, which

he was allowed to use freely, and in a Chinese dwelling

where the sleeping apartment is near the heated tiles of the
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roof, it was not only a luxury but a great relief. Before

tlie fever abated he felt doubts about his recovery, but

talked freely upon the subject with his wife, and ex-

pressed his perfect confidence and satisfaction with all

tlie appointments of our Heavenly Father. He appeared
to consider the matter of long life not to compare with

acquiescence in the divine will, and during those long
Bummer days of fever, added to the heat of the season,

his mind passed in review the events of his life, in wliich

he saw nothing but mercy and goodness all the way.
His days were not yet numbered. Jesus was in that sick

cliamber, and " rebuked the fever
;

it left him," and after

a little visit at Wusung, for a change, liealth returned, and

he was asain at his life-work. How often it is tliat afflic-

tions cluster around individuals or families
;
seldom do

they come single-handed. The missionary's faith was to

be tried in a very unexpected and unlooked-for manner.

He was strongly attached to his cousin. Rev. James G.

Bridgman^ he had been tlie means of his leaving home

and kindred, and coming to join him in these labors of

love, he expected, and not without good reason, great

usefulness in this cousin, from his understanding of the

language and as a preacher to the heathen Chinese
;
but

there comes a letter from Canton with heavy tidings ;

his cousin, James, in a fit of deran2:ement had destroved

himself. A passing notice of that dear cousin by one

who knew him well cannot be irrelevant in this connec-

tion.

It is believed tliat James Granger Bridgman was a man
of deep sterling piety. His habits of devotion were marked,

steady, and fervent
;
his physical frame was robust

;
his in-
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tellectiial powers were vigorous, and liis success in acquiring

the Chinese language was the result of persevering labor

and study. So much was he dependent on social surround-

ings, that it was with regret that Dr. and Mrs. Bridg-
man left him in the spring of 1847 to practice his mis-

sionary vocation alone. There was, however, a frequent

exchange of letters, and not until a few months before

the fatal event did they indicate an erratic, wandering
state of mind, which was thought to be the effect of much

contemplation, seclusion and study. Another circum-

stance tliat indicated an affection of the brain was, that

in walking around the city of Canton, a stone was

thrown at his head, and no doubt produced serious in-

jury, perhaps contusion. His untimely departure in the

vigor of life, and the manner of it, especially filled the

missionary circle with sorrow, and bore heavily upon the

mind and heart of his elder cousin at Shanghai, but Dr.

Bridgman "girded on his armor" anew, and went forth

to the battle of life.



CHAPTER XXI.

" For lie Tcnoweth our frame^ lie remerribereth that ice are dusty-

Psalm: ciii. 14.

DEATH OF D. W. C. OLYPHAXT DEATH OF EEY. CHAELES

GUTZLAFF FAILURE OF DK. B.'s HEALTH VISITS HIS

NATIVE LAXD FOUR MONTHS IX AMERICA RE-EM-

BARKS FOR CHIX"A VISITS SAX FRAXCISCO, SACRAMEX^TO

ARRIVES IX" CAXTOX^, SHAX'^GHAI RESUMES HIS WORK.

1851 1853.

'T^HE year 1851 was marked by the death of D. W. C.
-^

Olyphant, the valued friend of missions, and of the

subject of this mission. The latter, in the Repository for

July, remarks :

" In the death of Mr. Olyphant, the cause

of missions has lost one of its warmest supporters and

most prudent advisers. He said, shortly after he was

told he could not recover,
'

I do not wish to live for the

sake of worldly riches or comforts
;
but for the sake of

missions I could have desired to remain a little longer.'

This was his principle for thirty years, and added to this

was the force of consistent practice. It was on his re-

turn home from his fourth visit to China that he died

and was buried in the English cemetery at Cairo."

in August, the death of the Rev. Charles Gutzlaff

(189)
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took place, who was a man of great industry, his writings

numerous and abundant in missionary labors.

The year was closing fast when Dr. Bridgman felt

liis strengtli rapidly diminishing, and there was every

symptom of a decline. He was never very robust, but

possessed great elasticity, physically and mentally ;
but

now the labors of twenty-two years in China told upon
him. It was evident to all his friends that something

must be done with the least possible delay. He did not

readily accede to the proposition of a long voyage until,

by counsel from his brethren and prayer, he was made to

see that it was his duty to visit his native land.

He embarked, with his wife and a Chinese pupil, with

several other passengers, on board the ship Adelaide, for

New York, early in February, and was in danger of ship-

wreck in a small boat, getting on board the ship, which

lay at the mouth of the river. His improvement on the

voyage was very gradual. A brief stay at St. Helena

gave opportunity to interest his mind with its historical

associations connected with the exiled French Emperor,
and some of the passengers of the Adelaide visited all the

places of note.

Leaving St. Helena, his mind was quite diverted from

himself by the illness of his wife, and, on the i6th of

June, 1852, all the company were safely landed in the

region of enterprise and progress. Eailways, the elec-

tric telegraph, and all the developments that two and

twenty years had produced, burst upon him with so much

interest that it gave vigor to his frame and rejuvenated

his whole being. After spending a few days in New

York, they went to Massachusetts, to see the
"
old house
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at home," and what remained of its happy inmates. This

return of the long-absent brother, his face and form onco

more erect in the family circle, called forth emotions too

big for utterance, and with some of the members of tlie

household it was for minutes we beheld the silent, steady

gaze, without the power of giving vent to the feelings of

joy which filled the heart.

After a limited stay of four months in his native land,

in travelling from place to place, attending religious con-

vocations and enjoying the hospitality of dear and beloved

friends, vitalitv returned to the enervated frame of the

missionary, the blood coursed through his veins at a

quickened tide
;
the impetus, an entire change of scene,

invigorating from its novelty, and, at the close of \m
short journeyings, he found repose in the bosom of some

beloved Christian familv, whose clieerful smiles and

hearty welcome brouglit the tone of his hopeful, happy

disposition to tlie highest point of human enjoyment.

Throughout his Journal are repeated acknowledgments
of his loving Heavenly Father's care and mercy, and re-

newed dedications of himself to the service of Jehovah

his God.

Having arrived in New York June 16th, the 12th of

October, the same year, 1852, found him ready to embark,

on the
" Wild Pigeon," via Cape Horn and San Fran-

cisco, the passage being gratuitously tendered to himself

and family by a New York merchant. On the long

voyage around Cape Horn, Dr. Bridgman was not idle.

He was particularly interested in studying navigation

and the law of storms, and ever busy with his pen.

When the weather would allow, and with the
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consent of the commander, he maintained public wor-

ship on board on the Sabbath
;
and if he made

special efforts among the men, it was always after con-

sulting with the captain, and by his permission. He felt

that while the interests of the souls of his fellow-men

ought to claim, at all times, his interest and attention, he

did not forget that, on board ship, he was only a passen-

ger, and had no right to interfere with the regulations,

or go contrary to the decided wishes of the commander.

He regarded it as much his duty, in that position, to be
"
subject to the powers that be "

as he would to honor the

authority of a civil government but always found liis sphere
for exercising his vocation as a minister of the Gospel.

Among his papers written on this voyage we find the

following letter :

*' Ship Wild Pigeon, Lat. 53 8', Long. 65 8'.

Off Terra del Fuego.
" To tJie Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, Amherst College :

" Herewith I send you some specimens of a sea-weed
;

the sailors call it Kelp. A clump of it we have seen all

the way since we passed the La Plata.

"At 11 o'clock to day, while becalmed, we hooked up
and secured a beautiful specimen that was drifting on the

surface of the water
;

it had been adrift probably for two

or three days, and consequently it was not perfectly

green. The water of the sea was 45 and the air 40

at the time. The root was a clump, a nest of tendrils,

tano:led and bound toQ:ether, and it seemed to have been

embedded in the mud, afterwards torn up by a gale,

bringing some mud with it. Adhering to it were numer-

ous barnacles.



VOYAGE TO CHINA. 193

" There were some half a dozen stems, which resembled

the watermelon vine in size and color, though not quite

so green. The knots were two, three and four feet, from

each other, and at these tliere were little gourd-like

bottles or buoys and near each one of these a leaf. These

buoys were almost as large as a pullet's Q^g, with a

handle. The stems were fifty feet long. The leaves

two, three and four feet, in length.
" An English naturalist, Mr. W. H. "Webster, who was

with a surveying party in these seas, remarks that about

the island and the cape the sea teems with masses of

sea-weed, especially in the rough and open bays. They
are gigantic in form, some being three hundred feet in

length, some of singular strength and sturdy stems, be-

coming, as it were, oaks in the sea
; others, again, stretch

tlieir tough and leatherly substance like hides, so that

buckets, bowls, and cups may readily be made of i^t.

Some form ropes and cables to moor boats with
;
some

yield a jelly pure and tasteless like isinglass ;
far exceed-

ing that of the fucus crespus, or carrageen moss, of our

shores
;
and one pretty tinted green fucus was very acid.

Amid the forests of sea-weed on these shores, multitudes

of curious specimens may be obtained. Some yield the

most delicate tints and colors, and might be employed
with evident advantage. Many of them abound with

iodine, and yield it to strong alkaline infusions. Tlie

botanical study of these plants, the chemical investiga-

tion of their properties, opens a wide and interesting

field for research, and one that cannot fail to yield a

rich harvest.

'^Jan. IWi, 1853. At 4 p. m. crossed the line return-

9
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ing again to the Xortli Pacific ! wliicli we left in Febru-

ary, 1852. Great and manifold have been God's mercies

to us. Let us praise Him forever. Increase in us,

Jehovah, the love of Thyself. The love of the Father

the love of the Son -the love of the Holy Spirit forever.

Amen. God, if it please Thee, bring us again to our

desired work in China, and give us grace long to serve

Thee there !

"

Dr. Bridgman with his wife and King-meh,her Chinese

pupil, who interested the friends of missions in the United-

States by her gentle and winning manners, arrived at San

Francisco, February 12th, 1853. One of the most inter-

esting features of this visit to this new and growing city,

and a region of country very sparsely inhabited, and of no

commercial power when he left America in 1829, was,

that he was invited, by the Rev. Mr. Speer, missionary
to the Chinese, to take part in the dedication of a Chris-

tian church for the very people to whom he had gone to

the extreme east to publish the Gospel of Peace. His

nephew, in writing to him, subsequently says, in reference

to this visit and these duties :

" The friends of mission-

ary work in China must look with deep interest on this

undertaking for the Chinese in San Francisco. The time

may not be distant when from this land, and as the fruits

of this work. Christian missionaries shall return to their

fatherland to proclaim to their countrymen, who are

sitting in darkness, and in tlie Yalley of the Shadow of

Death,
'

the unsearchable riches of Christ.'
"

Dr. Bridgman took a day's trip to Sacramento, and on

his return, with his family resumed his voyage to China.

A passage of thirty-eight days brought them safely across
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to Hong-kong. Ou arriving at Canton, there is the fol-

lowing entry in his Journal :

"Ajyril 1st. Reached Whampoa.
"

2c?. Saturday found us at Canton, and received a

cordial reception from Mrs. Parker in her own house.
"
11th. Visited cousin James' grave on French Island

;

found it in good condition, as described in the '

Daughters
of China.' Mrs. B. and self went and returned in Mr.

Bonney's boat. He took us to his house on Whampoa,
and told us much about his labors among the people of

sity-two villages."

Arrived in Shanghai May 3d, 1853.
"
3Iay 19th. Resumed the work of translation. In

thy mercy, God, grant strength and grace to carry on

this work, till the whole Bible shall be in the hands of

the Chinese."

The voice of his missionary brethren to him, at this

time, and his associates, was, to
"
proceed with the work,

and we bid you God speed : the Chinese need the whole

Bible."



CHAPTER XXII.

" It is found that tJiis city of old time hath inade insurrection

against kings ^
and that rebellion and sedition have been made

therein^ Ezka iv. 19.

LETTER FROM A FKIEXD ON THE REBELLION CHARACTER

OF INSURGENTS LETTER FROM DR. ANDERSON IN-

SURRECTION IN SHANGHAI ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES

NEW HOUSE LETTER TO MRS. MORRISON.

1853 1854.

" New York, Is'ovemler IQth, 1853.

" My DEAR Sir, In characterizing me as
'

philosopher

and politician," my father doubtless referred to my ^3?^e-

tensions rather than my attainments. Some years ago,

before I had lived long enough to know the extent of

my ignorance, I was a little ambitious of those titles, but ,

latterly I have learned to be more modest in my claims,

and I am not ashamed to own, that they will by no

means stand the test to which you have subjected them.

I cannot answer your questions as to the future of China.

I stand confounded before the wonderful facts you speak
of. It seems to me that we are in the midst of events

designed to break the proneness of the human mind to

stop sliort at second causes, and to make us know and

feel that there is a God in History. It is only in the

(196)
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recognition of tliis great truth that any hope for China

rises into confidence. The past history of the race fur-

nishes to mv mind no clue to solve the mvstery which

the present condition of tliat strange people presents ;

and yet I do not think it is very difficult to meet the

cavils of those, who, having no cause themselves for joy
in the dawnings of a better day, would fain persuade
themselves that all things shall continue to be as they
have been from the beginning. For instance, when the

presence and apparent influence of Christian ideas in the

Chinese rebellion is spoken of, the whole tiling is ridi-

culed as a humbug, because, forsooth, there is evil mingled
with the good. They will not believe that Christian

leaven has hegun to work, because it has not accomplished
its perfect work. This is strange reasoning, and so pal-

pably opposed to all the facts of history, to all the plain-

est facts indeed of every-day experience, that it never

could be employed except by those in whom '

the wish is

father to the thought.' It will not be denied, by any
student of history or human nature, that in any great
movement of the race, even those which have attracted

the largest measure of our reverence, there has been a

great if not inedomiiiant mingling of base and mercenary
motive. The English Reformation and the American

Revolution are cases in point, and if we look at the his-

tory of Christianity itself, what do we find ? why, that

after the lapse of more than eighteen centuries, its real

subjects are still few and far between, and even tliose

not more than liaJf subdued. If we would discover tlie

beneficial effects of Christianity, we must certainly look

for them elsewhere than in its direct power over tlie in-
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dividual heart. How strange then, that so much more

than what eighteen centuries has done, should be required

to prove merely the existence of a Christian germ ! But

if I were capable at all of treating such a subject, it is

too large a one to be dealt with in a letter, I rejoice

in the present state of things in China, and am full of

hope as to the ultimate result. The great obstacle to

the Gospel among the Chinese, has been not so much

misbelief as unbelief. There is hope for a man who has

an earnest belief, however wrong that belief may be, but

a man who believes nothing is in a bad case indeed. If,

then, the rebellion in China accomplishes nothing more

than to break up the moral stagnancy which has so long

prevailed, a great point will have been gained and a way

opened for the entrance of life and light. And now let

me ask to what, to whom is it, that under God we owe

the dawning of this glorious ^Drospect ? Is it not to mis-

sionary effort and to those, who, in the face of ridicule

and despite of seeming small success have been its faith-

ful persevering supporters ? Perhaps I give too large a

place to a feeling of filial pride, as I think of my honored

father's share in the noble work but if so, I am sure

your friendly sympathy will easily excuse the fault. . . .

I hope you will continue to write to us as often as you
can find time, and I will always be happy to answer your

letters. With my kind remembrances to Mrs. B., and

with the renewed expression of friendship for yourself,

and of deep interest in the success of your ministry, I

am, dear sir, most truly yours."

From the Missionary Hercdd we copy the following
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from the pen of Dr. Bridgman as his account of the

Insurgents after
" a visit to Ching-kiang-foo, Nanking,

and Wuhu, for the purpose of becoming more thoroughly

acquainted Trith that mighty movement going forward in

the Chinese empire." The subject, it will be perceived
is connected with the foreo-oina* letter :

" The government of the insurgents is a theocracy, the

development of what is believed by them to be a new

dispensation, like that to the Israelites under Moses.

They most distinctly avow a personal intercourse be-

tween the Heavenly Father, and the Heavenly Elder Bro-

ther, on the one hand, and their two principal leaders

on the other.
" Their government is a mixed form, half political and

half religious. It has an earthly as well as a heavenly,
or at least a divine magistracy. Their government
moreover is a royal despotism. The old imperial style

is laid aside. They have no emperor, but a fraternity

of kings, composed of a lieavenly king, an eastern king, a

northern king, and an assistant king. These six royal

personages, according to the testimony given to us by
their

' brethren '

are all now resident at their new capital,

which they call Tien-king or 'Heavenly Capital,' and

also Shing-ching,
'

the Holy City.' The name of the first

king is Hung-sin-tsinen, or Tai-ping-wang,
'

great peace-
ful king.' The name of the second is Yang-sin-tsing.
While Jesus is the Heavenly Father's first-born son, they

say that Hung-sin-tsinen is the heavenly father's second

son : and, most shocking to relate, Yang-sin-tsing has,

to his other titles, taken two terms, which in the New
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Testament are applied to the third person of the adorable

Trinity, namely : Kiuen-weisz, G-utzlaff's translation of

the Comforter, and Shing-shin-fmig, Morrison's term for

the Holy Spirit.
" This royal brotherhood claims universal sovereignty

on earth. This claim they put forth in language une-

quivocal. As the Heavenly Fatlier, the Supreme Lord,

the August Higli Ruler, is the only one true God, the

Father of the Souls of all nations, under Heaven ; so the

Heavenly King is the true sovereign of all nations under

Heaven
;
and as they all ought reverently to worship the

one, so ought they to bow submissively, and bring tribute,

rare and precious gifts to the other.
" This new government is characterized, as we saw it,

by remarkable energy, order and devotion. There was

to a certain extent a community of interests. Wealth

and stores were in abundance, and seemed consecrated

to the one great purpose of working out their great revo-

lution. Their numerical strength and extent of territory

already acquired, are great, much greater than is gener-

ally believed by foreigners. Hitherto, and at present,

there is in a great measure the process of breaking down,

demolishing the old order of things. Truly
"
the Breaker

has come up."
" As to their religious creed, I have time now tc say

but a few words. Wliile they have acquired much light

and knowledge, these are intermixed, as you see, with

gross darkness and ignorance. When writing you in

May last year, I did not hesitate to say, that they recog-
nized tlie doctrine of three persons in the Godhead.

This, I said, because they had in tlieir hands a version or
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versions of the Holy Scriptures and formulas, which they
held as true, and in which it is thouo'ht this doctrine was

taught. But as now informed, I am constrained to doubt

if they have any distinct knowledge of the Holy Spirit."'^

On the 26th of January, 1854, Dr. Anderson, the Sec-

retary of the Board, thus writes to Dr. B. :

* * * " We rejoice to hear of your safe arrival,

with Mrs. Brido^man and Kino'-meh, at Shanghai. I am

ha,ppy, also, to inform you, that Messrs. Aitchison and

Blodget, with Mrs. Blodget, are under appointment to

Shanghai, and are expecting to embark in the first good
vessel after the middle of next month. Both of these

brethren have been tutors in Yale College, and appear

to be well fitted for the proposed mission. On their ar-

rival, we shall imve a fourth mission in China, and we

shall enroll you and Mrs. Bridgman among its members.

I take a lively interest in the field to which these breth-

ren are going, and none the less, from what I heard

from yourself, Mrs. Bridgmaii and King-meh ! But I

suppose the Chinese women are not as bright and inter-

esting as the Chinese girls.
"
It seems to me that the events of the revolution

show the importance of perfecting the translation of the

Neiv Testament first. If I understand it, the new religion

of the Chinese is based very much on the first books of

the Old Testament. The New Testament should obvi-

ously be translated first and revised first. We want, in

due time, the whole of the Divine Word."

* Vol. 1. p. 330.
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The following is taken from a letter of a friend in

Massachusetts, who, referring to the reyolution,

remarks :

* * ^ " How great and sudden the change in the

prospect of the Chinese nation ! It must be a source of

great gratification to know that God has employed you

as an agent to bring about a matured translation of the

Bible into the Chinese language just at the time when

other causes under the same over-ruling Hand had pre-

pared the nation for its free circulation. It is honor and

glory enough for one life. Any information relating to the

rise and progress of the rebels, and their religious doc-

trines, whether correct or otherwise, that you can giye

without interfering with higher duties will be gratefully

receiyed."

When Dr. Bridgman returned with his family to Shang-

hai, in 1853, the duties of the boarding-school were re-

sumed in the old Chinese tenement at Wong-ka-moda,
but it was found too damp and unhealthy to be again

occupied by all the family, and Dr. B. succeeded in rent-

ing for a time a new foreign-built house in a more

healthy location on the north-west side of the Whampu
riyer.

In September, 1854, the people in the foreign settle-

ment were surprised one morning to see all the country
laborers who went to the Chinese city for employment,

returning, saying, the gates were shut and they could

not get inside. A local band of rebels had taken pos-

session of the city, and for eighteen months great was
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the distress that followed. During that time the mission-

aries who lived near the wall, where shot were daily sent

to and fro from contending parties, felt obliged to remove,

and the house occupied by Dr. Bridgman, his family and

school, at one time accommodated three missionary fami-

lies beside. At this juncture, Messrs. Aitchison and

Blodget arrived, and right gladly did their elder brother

receive them
; quite ready was he to divide, by means

of screens and wardrobes, the three upper rooms allowed

himself and family, and give them a seat at his table

in one lower room, which served as parlor, dining and

reception room. A mission was begun in Shanghai of

the A. B. C. F. M. which Dr. Bridgman had long de-

sired, and a church was formed, to which afterwards

native members were added, and of which he was the

pastor at the period of his decease. The arrival of these

dear brethren was very opportune ;
it encouraged the

heart of Dr. B., he gathered up again his remaining en-

ergy, and received a new impulse in the warfare. It was

an answer to his prayers ; they were men (as we believe)

of God's choosing for the work, with whom he could

sympathize, and whom he could aid by his previous ex-

perience. The second day after their arrival found them

at the language, and very soon each in his respective de-

partment and sphere, mingling with the people, and

trying to confer with them on the Gospel message. But

the missionaries could not long retain the premises they

then occupied, they belonged to another mission, and

were needed for others what was to be done ? Dr. B.

said,
"
I will build." There was a little pri\^te money

at command to purchase a piece of ground near by he
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would use that and secure the lot. He mentioned his

wish in tlie presence of some commercial friends, they

approved of the plan, and said,
"
Build, and we will help

you;" so the lot of ground was secured, and the Lord

sent the money that was needful from those who seemed

to count it a pleasure to assist in such a work. Dr. Par-

ker, his personal and long-tried friend, was pleased

with the proposition. He assisted, himself, and kind-

ly tendered his services among the friends long known in

Canton, who all approved and cheerfully contributed.

Dr. Parker, after giving the results of his influence,

writes :

" In the mean time, I think you may venture

to proceed with your building immediately, and let it

be a good one. Mr. expressed himself as happy in

having the opportunity to assist you, as do your other

friends."

The house was built
; arrangements for the family on

the west side, and comfortable accommodations for a

boarding-school of Chinese girls on the east, in happy
contrast with the low, damp native dwelling formerly

occupied. The east wing was built with two stories, con-

taining two school-rooms, a work-room below, and doi-mi-

tories above for sleeping. In the main building were two

other rooms in the same range, opening into each other,

which served for a chapel for Sabbath services, also

morning and evening prayers with the pupils were held

here. This was furnished with benches and a melodeon,

the last presented by a kind friend in Boston. Much

attention was paid to every convenience and proper ven-

tilation, to Secure the enjoyment of health and usefulness.

The comfort and accommodation of his young missionary
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brethren, wlio were to live with him for a time, were duly

considered, and all were interested in the progress and

completion of the new premises.

In February, 1855, the house was ready for its inmates,

and, calling some of his friends together for social prayer
and other pleasant exercises, this dwelling was receiyed

from God and deyoted to his seryice.

The "
prophet's chamber,'' for there was one proyided,

was first opened to the Rey. Mr. and Mrs. Cummings

(and their children), missionaries from Fuhchau on their

way to the United States for the recoyery of health
;
and

eyer after Dr. Bridsrman's friends to and from other

ports, and some from all parts of fhe world, shared in

the comforts of this dwelling
" from the Lord."

His study was after his own mind and plan, and here

he applied liimself to his life-work of translation, except
Sabbath seryices, when he preached to the school and

congregation gathered in the school chapel, and from

time to time conyersed indiyidually with the pupils and

other inquirers. When they gaye eyidence to his mind

of true conyersion, he baptized and receiyed them into

Christian fellowship. The natiye church numbered be-

tween twenty and thirty members at the time of his

death. Of these, King-meh, to whom reference has be-

fore been made, was the first to come forward, and before

her parents and the school renounce idolatry, and ac-

knowledge Jesus to be the Sayiour of her soul : she

proyed an able assistant in leading others subsequently
to follow the same Sayiour, and at a suitable age she was

married to a Christian natiye, belonging to the Episcopal
Mission.
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"We close this chapter by a letter from Dr. Bridgman
to Mrs. Morrison, widow of Dr. Morrison :

"
Shanghai, Oct. 23fZ, 1855.

"My dear Mrs. Morrison :

" Next to my own family my kindred by blood none

are so dear to me as my missionary friends
;
and of my

missionary friends none are more beloved than the Mor-

rison family. John Robert was dear to me, almost, as

my own soul. While he lived, and when we were sepa-

rated, many communications passed between us in writing.

What has become of those Jie received I do not know
;

a large number of those that I received I have handed

over to your son here, and desire him to keep them, or

to send them to you or to one of his brothers as shall

be most agreeable to you and to your children.
" At one time, after his father's death, John Robert was

in no small danger from the influence of irreligious
*

friends
;' but, aided by conscience and the Spirit of God,

he sought the Lord even Jesus with his whole soul, kept

aloof from worldly pleasures, and, so far as we could judge,

became a neiu man. Some of his letters aive evidence of

this, but the greater evidence of being regenerated ^born

from above was seen in his life, his daily walk and conver-

sation. He truly lived, for the last years he was on earth,

a new life. His own, and his father's removal from the

earth for they still live their removal from this scene of

their labors, was a sore trial, dear Madam a sore trial to

me as well as to jovl. Even now I deeply feel their loss.

I suppose you read the missionary papers ; by them and

your sons, keep up your acquaintance with affairs in
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China. Eight and forty years have made great changes
here in this old empire. The total number of mission-

aries Protestants which commenced with your hus-

band in 1807, is now 188."



CHAPTER XXIII.

"
Suffer little cTiildren to come unto m^." Jesus.

THE MOTHERLESS BABE THE PAETING ANOTHER THE

PASTOR HIS DUTIES JOYS BAPTISMS LITERART

CULTIVATION LOYE FOR THE BIBLE ITS DISTRIBU-

TION IMPORTANT AND OBLIGATORY ILLUSTRATION.

18551856.

TT was on the 24tli of October of the year 1855,
-*- that in Dr. Bridgman's dwelling, so carefully con-

structed and arranged by his orderly mind as to be

always open to light and ventilation, there came that

mornins: a brio;hter sunbeam than had ever before

gladdened the domestic circle. A young missionary

mother- in the neighborhood had just breathed her

last, and opened her eyes in a world of unfading glory ;

she had left behind, her first-born infant, whom for five

months only she had been permitted to cherish in her

maternal bosom. The Great Giver of all precious gifts

had said,
" Leave your darling, and come to the

' mansion

prepared for you,' I will keep it." Then came a loving

missionarv sistert to the house of those to whom God

^ Mrs. Kloekers, the wife of Rev. Z. Kloekers, sent out by a society

in Holland.

\ Mrs. Walter H. Medhurst, wife of the missionary.

(208)
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liad not given children of their own, and asked,
" Will

you take this motherless baby ?
" There was hesitation in

making a reply. The question was repeated. It then

seemed to have the force of a command. In vain was

pleaded the claims of the heathen to which these mis-

sionaries had pledged their sympathies and labors.
" Take tMs child and nurse it for me I

"
could such a voice

be resisted ? As the head of the familv, Dr. Bridsrman

was consulted on the propriety of such a step, to which

he replied,
" You have now twenty-five Chinese pupils to

fill your hands, but you can try J' This was enough ; still,

to test further sympatliy in view of this new responsi-

bility, the question was put to the Chinese,
" How shall

this helpless little one be properly cared for, when there

are so many other children to whom we are pledged?"

King-meh, uttering the voice of the whole, answered,
" Do take her, I will help the Chinese nurse."

Ere the sod had covered the form of the young mother

the babe was brought in the arms of her nurse, and two

hearts, at least, beat in unison to welcome the little

birdling from the Lord.

It may be asked. What has this event to do with Dr.

Brido-man's life and character ? Well, it is one of those

golden links in the chain of providences that developed
a "

perennial spring
"

in the heart's depths, and a new
fountain of blessino:.

" The child otcw," and beino:

received from the Lord for a season, was presented
to Him, trained for Him, and proved in that dwell-

ing what has so justly been called a "well-spring of

joy."'
^

Hendrina Margo Kloekers was in due time baptized,
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and another had to stand in the place of the mother who

gave her birth. Her babyhood soon passed, and during

this bi-ief period she was fulfilling a mission of love in

all that houseliold.

Dr. Bridgraan believed in the early conversion of chil-

dren, and according to that belief he took every pains

to impress this opening bud of immortality with love

for God and his works. His labors as a translator of

the Scriptures were arduous
;

his attention to the little

one, which could only be at short intervals, when he re-

laxed a little in his other duties, was his recreation. He
loved to direct her eye to the flowers, the birds, the do-

mestic animals, the glories of the sunset, and it was when

her mind began to develope, and slie to prattle, tliat the

members of the family all learned what a treasure it was

to have a little child, the motherless, to care for and to

love
;

it was all repaid by her opening graces. In the

early morning might he heard the patter of little feet

across the hall, and the sound of a sweet voice,
"
Pease,

papa, open de door." She well knew where were the

arms open to receive her. Thus this tendril entwined

itself about that loving heart, which beat in sympathy
as Jesus' did, with all human kind.

As soon as Margo could lisp
" Our Father," Dr. Bridg-

mau would take her at noon into his study, pray with

and for her, and teach her to pray. She liked the
"
short

prayer," she said, and he never wearied her. At two

years she commenced going to church, and would, if tired

sitting, stand upon the seat, with her white arm about his

neck, or threading her tiny fingers through his hair, but

never made disturbance. He called her his
"
little star,"
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from the lines she used to repeat from the nursery songs

on retiring for the night :

"
Good-niglit, little star,

I go to my bed

To seek for sweet rest

"While I lay down my head,
On my pillow to sleep

Till the morning light,

When you will be fading
And I shall he lyrigMy

But the time of parting came, too soon
;
in her fourth

year Margo must seek a more congenial clime. She had

been told she was to go in
"
the big steamer,'' with her

oion dear papa, and for days previous it was pointed out

to her from tlie verandali, and her mind filled with pleas-

ing images of the voyage. The liour arrived, and this

foster child, with a basket on one arm, and a doll on the

other, was accompanied by two whose love she was not

old enough to appreciate, who led her with struggling

emotions to the sh.ip. As the little sampan left
"
the big

steamer,'' dear Zslargo for the last time uttered the sweet
"
good-night, papa," as if she was going to her nursery

bed
;
but it sent a pang to two hearts as tlie tendril

was torn away. ye missionaries, who are blessed with

children, and are so often called upon to endure this

trial, it is well that we learn to sympathize with you.

Well might Mrs. Comstock exclaim, when parting witli

her children for the advantages of their native land,
"

Jesus, we do this for thee !

"

That missionary dwelling had lost a bright sunbeam.
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It was remarked to Dr. Bridgman the following morning,

by one who admired his self-command,
"
I don't know how

you can refrain from weeping," when he replied,
" You do

not see my tears."

In process of time, there was another wife and mother,

another birth, another death
; again was that young mis-

sionary friend bereaved of his heart's second choice, and

left with a second motherless one
;

it was Margo's baby-

sister Emily. She too, found protection, care, and a

liome for a season, in the same household that had shel-

tered the other
;
she listened to the same lovino: voice

that soothed her with his own baby-song ;
and when some

months afterward that voice was hushed in the silence

of death, and those arms could no longer encircle her

sweet form, she gazed through the hall where he was

wont to carry her, now desolate the faces that met her

eye were sorrowful, the quivering lip and the bursting

cry told the grief of that little heart for the form she no

longer saw, the embrace she no longer felt and the lullaby

that from those sealed lips no longer soothed the ear

of infancy.

But her stay was brief
;

ere twenty moons had per-

formed their round, like him who loved and preceded her

to the grave, she obeyed the summons,
" come up hither

"

and dwell with the angels.
'' Human experience, varied and million-fold as it ap-

pears, spread out on the wide map of the past, is reduci-

ble to a single life. Faith writes in the heart the moral

poem of that life, and breathes through the soul the mu-

sic of perfect moral harmony."

But it is proper now to refer to Dr. Bridgman as a pas-



TEE PASTOR HIS DUTIES. 213

tor. Allusion has been made to the arrival of Messrs. Ait-

chison and Blodget, and the formation of the mission into

a church. It was this year that the first native member
was added to this church. Among Dr. B.'s memoranda,
there is the following :

'' On the Lord's day, May 6th,

1855, Chinese 3d month, 21st day, King-meh was baptized
and admitted to church fellowship." In its proper place,
this voung Christian Chinese shall tell her own storv of

being drawn to the cross, and embracing its doctrines.

This example of first fruits in Shanghai was clieering,

and this young disciple proved a helper in bringing
others to the knowledge of the truth. While Dr.

Bridgman considered the translation of the Scriptures
the taorJc to which he was especially called, and for

which it was admitted bv his missionarv brethren he

was well qualified, yet the duties of a pastor for

which he found some time, particularly on the Lord's

day, was exceedingly pleasant, and as from time to time

this first native member would find out the state of mind

of others, and make it known to her guides. Dr. and Mrs.

B., he would take them individually, talk and pray with

them, and lead them gently, yet faithfully, into the new

path they were seeking.

"September 2d, 1855, Chinese moon 7th, 21st day,

Wong-ka-mama, or Mrs. Wong, was baptized and received

to church-fellowship, her age fifty-one." (
She was a rela-

tive of King-meh's.)
" On the same day another pupil, fif-

teen years of age, was admitted, her name Quazee." Mrs.

Wong had heard the Gospel, more or less, for two years.

One day, passing the door of a missionary's house, she

heard him speak of Jesus, and of his dying to save men
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from sin and misery. During the rebellion her aged
father and son were confined within the walls. A mis-

sionary friend was instrumental in rendering her assis-

tance in getting her son out of the besieged city ;
but her

father was very aged, and the house takiug fire, he

perished in the flames. She was frequently at the house,

and manifested an interest in the Gospel, and led by her

young relative, King-meh, to Dr. Bridgman's study, she

received the instructions which seemed blessed to her

salvation. While he could not speak of a revival of

religion, yet the Word at this time appeared to take

effect, and this kind of a shepherd's care he exercised

over this little flock in no way interfered with his life-

labor, but added interest and variety to his missionary

duties, and localized them, while his colleagues, Messrs.

Blodget and Aitchison devoted themselves, the one to

itinerating, and both to preaching.

June 1st, 1856, another pupil joined the ranks of the

disciples ; subsequently, the matron of the school, then

her two daughters, then another mother. On one occa-

sion, on the 25th September, 1859, a man, with his

wife,"^ his brother's widow, his own adopted little son,

and the widow's adopted child, were all received on

profession of faith. These persons had been a long

time under instruction and on probation ;
and it was a

solemn season when they were admitted to church fellow-

ship. Family prayer and the daily reading and study

of God's Word had been established in tliat Chinese

* The man had two wives
;
from the second he promised to live sep-

arate, and no more call her Avife, She also embraced the Christian

doctrines, was baptized, and received at the same time.



BAPTISMS. 215

household. Dr. Bridgman frequently looked in upon

them, and found them thus engaged, and this man, with

some others, educated like himself, for he was able to

read and write English, formed a Bible-class on the Sab-

bath, under his pastoral teaching. Often from that study

has the voice of supplication been heard from the lips of

this Chinese brother, to the edification of the pastor.

Thus, a few were gathered, numbering over twenty, be-

sides one English orphan, thirteen years old, whom
Providence had placed in the house for instruction, and

with her a Japanese child of Christian parentage need-

ing paternal care. On the same day was also admitted

to the Lord's table (for he had been baptized in infancy)

Leang-ateh, son of Leang-afah, the child of many

prayers, the object of much culture. He was to Dr. B.

in the light of an ado^oted son, and nothing could have

given him more satisfaction.

Who will endure to the end, we know not
;
but these

were a part of the pleasant toils in which the missionary's

soul found delight, because the world's Saviour loved them.

Amid all this, it may be asked, was there any opportunity

for mental culture ? Yes
;
there is time given even to the

missionary for the improvement of the intellect, but such

opportunities are only gained by diligence and economy.

The editorship of the Chinese Bepository had been for

years relinquished, and the work brought to a close in its

twentieth volume by his able friend, Dr. S. W. Wil-

liams, but, still, that talent was not to be laid entirely

aside, and there was a way opened for its exercise and

improvement in the bi-monthly discussions of the mission-

aries on various topics connected with their work, also
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in the Shanghai Literary and Scientific Society of which

Dr. Bridgnian was President, and to whose journal he

occasionally contributed. This last association was not

confined to missionaries only, but scientific travellers from

Europe and America were often contributors. An intro-

ductory and closing extract from Dr. Bridgman's inaugural
address will give an idea of the object of the society.

"
Literature and science, next to true religion, are the

richest, noblest, brightest ornaments of man. In these,

great advances have been made without the aid of re-

vealed truth, but the greatest advances only wheie

literature and science have been cultivated under its

hallowed influences.
"
Here, in this ancient empire, if I mistake not, it is

mainly or solely on account of the absence of such influ-

ences, designed evidently by our Creator to give A^igor

to all the faculties of the human mind, that the Chinese

have never been able to rise higher than to a second-

ary grade on the scale of nations, and that, in their lit-

erary and scientific attainments, while quite superior to

most of their immediate neighbors, they are yet,, taking
them *all in all, far inferior to the nations of Christen-

dom.
" In assuming the attitude of a literary and scientific

body, the members of this Society find themselves in cir-

cumstances fitted to inspire a large measure of enthusi-

asm. Many believe, as well as they may, that, at no very
distant day, Shanghai will be one of the great centres

of interest, and of influence, perhaps, the greatest, in the

eastern hemisphere. As surely as it becomes such, by
the presence and the agency of the educated men of
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Christendom, all active in their various callings and pro-

fessions, so surely will literature and science, under the

hallowed influences of revealed truth, here find a nursery
and a home, and shed forth healthful influences on all

sides of us, to the very remotest limits of this vast

empire.
" Our incentives to action are great and manifold, and

they appear especially so when they are compared with

those which surrounded other similar bodies, in other

times and in other places. Here we enjoy the old and

the new ; here is an empire more ancient tlian any on

earth, with literature and science seemin^lv coeval with

its origin ;
and around us is a population numbering,

probably, not less than four hundred millions, comprising
full one-third part of tlie human race.

"
Occupying here such high vantage-ground, Gentle-

men of this Society, let us not be faint-hearted, nor slack

of hand ; and, wliile anxiously commcndino: our work to

the benignant care of our God, and to the kind consider-

ation of our fellow-men, let us try, as much as we can, to

make all these labors honorable to ourselves, beneficial

to our generation, and every way promotive of the divine

glory."

While Dr. Bridgman kept himself informed of the gen-
eral literature and current events of the dav, and exer-

cised his observation on all that was passing, as bearing

upon the progress of Christ's kingdom, his love for the

Bible was intense, and increased with his years and labors

as a translator. He studied the characters of the Old

Testament saints, made this study his theme of conversa-

tion in the family circle, and rejoiced in the prospect of

10
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meeting tliem before the throne of God. The sublimity

of the book of Job had great attractions for him
;
his pa-

tience mider suffering, amid the taunts of his friends, was

his admiration. Everything among the Chinese that

indicated an interest in the Scriptures was noted down,
as will be seen by the following, from a letter to Dr.

Brigham, of the American Bible Society :

"
I have an irrepressible feeling that portions of both

the Old and New Testament should be distributed at

once, just as widely as possible, and that the whole of

God's Inspired Word should be made ready, in good

editions, and given wherever there are opportunities."
" Now let me state to you a case that has just come to

our knowledge : others, similar, no doubt exist.

" Last year a Chinese, belonging to the neighboring

province of Ngan-hwui (the mountainous regions where

tea is cultivated, and brought thence to Shanghai), came

to this city ;
on his return home, he carried with him

a New Testament.

"From a statement made to one of our missionary
friends by this man, now again in this city, it appears
that the said Testament has been received and read as a

sacred book by many of his neighbors, there in the

mountains
;
-seven complete manuscript copies have been

made from it, and many more copies of parts, which are

being committed to memory.
" The regions where this man's home is, are surrounded

by high ridges, making a sort of amphitlieatre, accesible

through a narrow way, easily defended ;
there a large com-

munity of families reside, engaged chiefly in the culture of
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tea, and having much leisure, are fond of books, conse-

quently they eagerly sought for this new book, which,

the more it was read, was the more sought. At length

it was agreed that no one should retain it more than two

days ; finally, the resolve was to copy it as already
stated and commit it to memory.

" The informant says they want the other part, that to

which the New Testament is the sequel the Old Testa-

ment, which they have not yet seen.
" These people are in close proximity with the rebels,

and only sixty or eighty miles from Nanking, about 150

miles from us.

"
Thus, my brother, you see how God is putting honor

on his o^vn most glorious Word. Oh, it is the strong

desire of mv heart to make readv all this Blessed Book

and give it to all these millions."



CHAPTER XXIV.

" Love as h'ethren^ he courteous.'''' 1 Peter iii. 8.

SOCIAL CHARACTER JUBILEE MANDARII^ COLLOQUIAL

EiSrCOURAGING LETTERS CONVERTS VISIT TO NING-

PO EXCURSION TO THE SIn^OWY VALLEY A MISSIOJS^ARY

WEDDING RETURN TO SHANGHAI LETTER TO THEO-

LOGICAL STUDENTS.

1857 1858.

^T^HE subject of tliis memorial was eminently social in

^
his feelings ;

his attachment to his friends was warm

and ardent, as well as to the cause he served. The mis-

sion band by him was regarded as one family ;
no sec-

tarian differences that might exist was ever suffered to

mar the strongest of all the links in the chain of brotherly

love, attachment to Christ, and his cause, which made

them one in aim, object and effort.

The year 1857 formed a stand-point of review in the

cause of missions in China. It was a Jubilee year, being
on the 5th of September, the fiftieth anniversary of the

arrival of the first Protestant missionary, the Rev. Dr.

Morrison, and out of all the missionaries in Shanghai,

Dr. Bridgman was the only one among them that had

had the pleasure of his acquaintance.

It was a season of reminiscences, and to mark the

(220)
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time pleasantly, he invited them all to his house, num-

bering seventy-one. There were present out of that

number sixty-three, viz. : twenty-five gentlemen, nineteen

ladies, and nineteen children. It was a festive occasion,

combinino^ relisrious services and social intercourse.

Thev met in the afternoon
;
Dr. Bridirman conducted

the exercises. After prayer by one of the brethren, he

briefly reviewed the labors of the Nestorians in the

seventh century, whose
"
success was limited, and of short

duration ;" next the papal missionaries,
" who entered

China near the close of the thirteenth century." Por-

tions of the Bible have been translated by them, and

many excellent tracts written
;
but the entire Scriptures,

or even the New Testament complete, he said,
"
I am not

aware they have yet given to the nation."

In comparing the past with the present, he took into

view the obstacles to the progress of the Gospel among
this great people ;

their extreme exclusiveness their

prejudices against foreigners the strong hold that their

systems of idolatry liave upon them
;
and came to the

conclusion that all thin2:s considered, advances had been

made sufficient to stimulate liis missionarv brethren, and

the churches at home, to continued persevering efforts, to

spread the Gospel throughout the Chinese empire.
" To

translate, preach and teach the Word of God, to pro-

claim it abroad by the living voice, and on the printed

page in all its fullness, purity and power this is the

work to which, in his good providence, God has been

pleased to send forth a long list of his servants, among

whom, dear brethren, you and I have been numbered.
" As ours is a high calling, so the trust committed to us
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of opening the kingdom of heaven to millions of this em-

pire, is truly one of amazing responsibility, and it be-

hooves us to see well to it, by watching, fasting and much

prayer, as well as by great diligence and hard labor,

that the blood of souls be not found on our skirts, see

well to it, that we fail not as we fear have err^d and

failed, not a few of the Nestorians and papists, who have

gone before us.
"
Touching our respective duties in this work, collect-

ively, and individually, we all know well enough that

we should neither be faint-hearted nor faithless. As
much as in us lies, we must all strive to make disciples

of the Chinese around us. If I do not greatly mistake

the signs of the times, and many signal events that have

occurred in China, since the labors of Protestant mis-

sionaries began here, we have in these providential deal-

ings strong encouragements, all designed to urge us

onward with constancy, courage and zeal, fully assured

that in due time we shall reap if we faint not."

The senior member of each mission gave an account of

their labors and success, this was interspersed with prayer

by one of the brethren
;
then followed some sacred vocal

and instrumental music, and lastly tea was served. It

was an evening of pleasant entertainment, during which

the children added no small part to the enjoyment of the
"
Missionary Jubilee."

The translation of the Scriptures this year was carried

forward bv Dr. Brids'man alone, Mr. Culbertson being

absent on a visit to the United States
;

" one half of the

New Testament, and the books of Genesis and Exodus,"

he remarks, in a letter to the Secretary,
" have been ren-
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dered into the Colloquial Mandarin
;
the Psalms are fin-

ished, and I am now upon Ecclesiastes."
" You ask, what is meant by the Colloquial Mandarin ?

It is a mode of speaking, and also of writing, used at

court, and by all the officers and literary men in all

parts of the empire. It will carry the traveller (if he

speaks it well) all over the country, and enable him,
when he speaks, to be understood by all the officers and

all the educated men, and also by multitudes of the

illiterate.

" With us (in our native tongue) there is much less

difference between tlie book style and the colloquial
than with the Chinese. Their sacred books are written

in a style so concise and involved, that when read to an

audience, scarcely one common man and but very few of

the educated men can understand what is uttered any
more than if it was Greek or Hebrew, but the Mandarin

Colloquial is more simple, can be spoken, read and under-

stood by the educated and not a few of the illiterate."*

With reference to the success of the Gospel at Amoy,
at which Dr. Bridgman greatly rejoiced, a few extracts

from letters addressed to him by one of the missionaries,

may interest the reader. Speaking of the field, the

writer says :

" Here we have everything to stimulate,

not merelv the ordinarv motives for eno'ao^ins: in this

glorious work, but the incentive of success. You allude

to the character of the converts at Amoy they are

meek, humble followers of Jesus, babes indeed, when we
think of their knowledge, but some of them strong men
in their love to Jesus, loving the Word of God most

*
Musionary Herald, 258, 25y.
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fervently, and studying it most devoutly, given to prayer
and to the ministration of the Word. There is not a

member of our church upon whom we cannot call to lead

in prayer ; they study the Word daily, meeting every

evening by themselves for that purpose. The examina-

tions are most carefully carried on, far more so than in

most cases at home their reception into the church, is

even after the scrupulous care in the examination fre-

quently delayed that greater proofs of a change may be

manifested and then none are ever received without

full consent of the elders of the church
; giving up their

ancestral tablets, and the withstanding the opposition of

friends is of itself no small proof of the genuineness of

the work. My conclusion is this, that there is far less

doubt of the work of God being manifest in them, than

in the major part of churchmembers at home.
" Blessed be God, that you are gathering fruit from

your pleasant little group never can I forget them nor

am I disappointed that some of them are coming out on

the Lord's side
; your faith, your labors, and your pray-

ers cannot fail of obtaining the blessing of the Lord of

the harvest
;
this was my thought while enjoying your

kind hospitality, this, as I have thought of you and your
work since I left you."

"" "^ "

During the year 1856, Dr. Bridgman visited Fuhchau.

He returned to his home after a fortnight's absence, sad-

dened by the death of a dear missionary sister, Mrs.

Doolittle, and Mrs. Peet soon followed. Of that city,

however, he writes :

"
Fuhchau, every way considered,

is one of the best fields in China. It is a healthy place,

the surrounding scenery is most beautiful, and there is
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in that city
' much people.' Wliether it will escape the

diporders and calamities of civil war or not, it is impos-

sible to foresee. God will direct and make all things

work for the good of those who trust in him.
" That there have been no more fruits in that mis-

sion, should not dishearten anv one, onlv let the mission-

aries there labor on with increasing faith and zeal
;

while there is also increased faith and zeal in the

churches among the friends of that mission at home, and

converts will be multiplied. I most confidently antici-

pate the day when it will be no less a harvest field than

Amov."

In November of this vcar, Dr. and Mrs. Bridmnan

made a trip to Xingpo, a visit long talked of, a change

they particularly needed, having been for seven years

since their return from the United States pretty closely

engaged at their work. They were accompanied by Mr.

Aitchison and Miss Conover, the latter belonging to the

Episcopal mission. A night run of a few hours brought
them to tlie hospitalities of Mr. and Mrs. Way's dwelling.

The labors of the mission to which these friends were

attached, had been greatly blessed by the Spirit of God
;

their schools, so beautifullv trained to vocal music, the

meek and lowly walk of many of the converts, the atten-

tive audiences of heathen under the preaching of the

Gospel, all deeply interested the travellers, while the

recent triumphant departure of Mr. Quarterman to

his reward by a most virulent disease shed a softening,

subduing efi'ect upon the feelings, as the missionaries

from their different boards communed together of their

joys and sorrows. Added to the pleasures of this visit v/as

10^
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a trip to the Snowy Yalley of two nights and two days, in

which there was variety in the mode of travelling, first by
boats rowed by men ; second, by raomitain chairs, with an

exchange of coolies, who took ns up the steep mountain paths

with steady step and even carriage, while beneath their

steps Avere deep ravines, verdant dells, with clear and lim-

pid falls of water. It was once asked :

" Can there

any good thing come out of Nazareth?" and the inquiry

is now frequently made, is there any pretty scenery in

China ? There could be nothing more wild and beautiful

than the mountain passes leading to the summit on which

was a Buddhist monastery. From this elevation, called

the Snowy Valley, there was a fall of water not unlike

that on Catskill mountain. We took lodsrino^s at the

monastery, and having made our arrangements for the

night, walked out for a stroll to the point where the

waterfall descended
;

it was a deep gorge, and so deep,

that the stream looked like a line of light. A China-

man approaching the precipice nearer than he intended,

was seized with trepidation and fear, and starting back,

gave thanks to his gods that he was not precipitated

below.

We returned to our evening meal, supplied from our

own stores of pic-nic provisions, after which we passed

the time in cheerful intercourse till the hour of rest.

Isolated from all the rest of creation on this mountain-

top, our position was novel
; quartered in an idol temple,

with all its mummeries going on below
;
in an upper room,

by a glimmering lamp, we drew enjoyment from our own

resources, which some of the company, now in the angel-

band, furnished from rich stores of wit and good humor
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Tlie morning dawned bright and lovely with its east-

ern autumn tints and cool breezes, and we prepared to

return
;
we had lodged in an idolatrous temple, but we

had not forgotten the God whom we served
;
the pray-

ers and songs of Zion's children had ascended from that

mountain-top, and we, enlivened and invigorated, must

not abide here longer. A new and unique mode of trav-

elling awaited us
;

it was on rafts^ but all gave variety
to the excursion.

On descending the hill we were all pedestrians, and
as we passed tlirough the villages were objects of cari-

osity, some of the cliildren vicing with each other who
should run on ahead first and get the best look in our

faces. Their remarks were quite droll
;

if there are

young persons in the company you will hear perhaps the

expression
"
chu-lae-se,"

"
very handsome"

;
of another,

"
they are old,"

" what lion feet,"
'' how white they are,"

and they call their neighbors to see the barbarians, until

a large company is collected. They accompanied us un-

til we were securely and comfortably seated on the rafts,

which, with the aid of a Chinese with a long pole, were

pushed along over the surface of shallow water, the

bottom covered with the clearest pebbles.
After a day's sail, during which we took our lunch,

talked, sang, and enjoyed all that we saw, we reached

our boats, which, in a few hours, brought the party back

to Ningpo.
Two or three more days passed, and there came a

tcedcUng ; a widowed missionary, the dear friend of the

beloved Aitchison, united to the orphan daughter of a

missionary laborer in India. It was a joyful occasion,
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as such seasons ought to be, save for the pouring rain,

for it seemed as if there were windows in heaven opened

literally and a sheet of water descended. The river must

lie crossed in a shallow, rough boat (very unlike the

beautiful ferrying-steamers in this country) ;
then a long

ride from the church to the bride's residence with coolies,

who, not understanding Shanghai language, brought out

the sedan to the river again, nearly where we landed
;

but "
variety is tlie spice of life," and a little patience

with Chinese, coolies, and the use of signs, the universal

language where words fail, added to perseverance, will

overcome many a perplexity.

At this wedding. Dr. Bridgman met with some old

friends of early acquaintance, in China
;
he was called

upon to make an address, which in his turn he did, to

contribute to the general enjoyment, and at the appointed

hour the bride and groom took their leave for a country

excursion.

A stay of three weeks in and about Ningpo was suffi-

cient to resuscitate the energies of the missionaries, and

they returned cheerfully to their labors.

We close this chapter by introducing a letter from Dr.

B., published in the Boston Recorder, addressed

To the Christian Students^ Collegiate and Theological^ at Amherst

and Andover, Mass.

Dear Brethren : "While in his infinite mercy God
has been moving upon the hearts of thousands and thou-

sands among the churches in America, he has, at the

same time, in his inscrutable providence, been opening a

way of access to all the 400,000,000 of China. Before
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this readies jou, the ne^vs of the conclusion of the four

treaties not indeed at Peking, but at Tientsin, only
seventy or eighty miles from the capital of this Empire
will have been reported through Europe, and in the

United States. The Russian Treaty was signed on the

13th of June, the American on the 18th, the English on

the 26th, and the Frencli on tlie 27th in behalf of the

Chinese on the one side, by Kweiliang and Ilwashana,
two high officers of the Emperor, and on the other side,

in behalf of the four Powers respectively, by Count Pou-

tiatine, the Hon. Mr. Reed, Lord Elgin, and Baron

Gros.

According to the stipulations of these treaties, and

immediately upon their ratification being made known
in China, it shall he lawful and right for Christian mis-

sionaries, without distinction of denomination^ to travel

and reside in allparts of tJie Chinese Empire^ preaching
the Gospel wherever they please^ and luithout molestation /

also the Chinese., in lihe manner^ shall he allowed to pro-

fess and p>ractice the religion of Jesus Christ.

These, witli other stipulations of the four treaties,

taking them all in all, provide for Christianity the most

full and perfect toleration, at the same time securing many
and large facilities for its promulgation.
As in times past Roman Catholics have been perse-

cuted and proscribed, and their property confiscated, a

clause in the French Treaty provides that
" whatever has

been heretofore written, proclaimed, or published, in

China, by 5rder of the Government, against the Chris-

tian faith, is, by said Treaty, wholly abrogated and nul-

lified in all the provinces.
"
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It is very remarkable that tlie plenipotentiaries of the

four greatest Christian powers on earth should so stip-

ulate and provide for the furtherance of the Gospel of

God. Truly, it is Jehovah's hand. He has willed and

caused it so to be done
;
and the work is marvelous in

our eyes. For this wonderful opening, we will bless his

holy name, and take courage.

And what now, by this providence, does God say to

his people the churches collectively, and all the disciples

of Christ individually ? Often, as now, He has spoken as

well by his providence as by his word, and when He

speaks in a voice so plain, and in a manner so wonderful,

we should be especially careful not to mistake his mes-

sage. All things are his lands, houses, ships, merchan-

dise, silver, gold, all products, whether of the earth, or

sea, or of the hands of man, and all people. Nay, our

very bodies are his, and we are required to present all

even our bodies, as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable

with God, as our " reasonable service.
"

We, in China, having long been praying and watching
for an open door of access to all this great people, feel

that we should be found wanting in our duty, if we did

not send forth the Macedonian cry as far as we possibly

can. To you, in our Alma Mater
^
and our school of the

prophets, surely I may call come, and come soon, as

soon as possible. Go to the churches, to the pastors at

home, to the Missionary Societies and Boards, and say,
" Send us,

" " Send us to China.
" Brethren be firm in

your purpose ;
and if the churches will not send you, try

to find other means to come, determined that you will

preach the Gospel in the regions beyond.
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Cases have been known in which youns: men, in cir-

cumstances like yours now, have thouo-ht and felt that

the work would all be done before they could get into

the foreign field
;
others have felt that they had not the

proper qualifications or endowments for foreign mission-

aries
;
and others haye belieyed they could do more at

home. But I ask you, how is it written in the Great

Commission ? Does the language,
" Go ye into all the

world,
"
'apply to you, or does it not? Here I must

leaye you to judge.

As the matter stands at this moment, we are here in

China, some eighty or ninety Protestant missionaries,

with a population, as I haye already said, of four hun-

dred millions. And how many will this give for each of

us, if equally apportioned ? And when thus divided into

parishes, how will these compare with the parishes in the

United States ?

. It docs seem to me, not only that all our young men

fit for the ministry, with rare and few exceptions, should

go to the heathen, but, also, that considerable numbers of

pastors should, by their flocks at home, be sent out to

help us. There is not equality in these labors. The

obligation to conyert the heathen is imperative, and rests

on all alike. In one of the articles of the new American

Treaty, now on its way to Washington, are these words :

" The Christian religion (to which the article refers)

teaches its professors to do to others as they would have

others do to them. "
Stop ! I find, on turning to the

translation, that the language runs thus :

" The prin-

ciples of the Christian religion, as professed by Protes-

tant and Roman Catholic churches, are recognized as
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teaching men to do good, and to do to others as they would

have others do to them.
"

Thus it is in the
"
bond,

"
the new treaty. You

know, and every true Christian knows, that the declar-

ation is true, and we know, too, that if we do not act

thus, we fail to honor, as we ought, our faith, our profes*

sion, and our glorified Saviour.

I have it in my heart, dear friends, redeemed and be-

loved of the Lord Jesus, to argue this point of duty.

But my hand is weary, and other duties duties to this

people demand more than all my strength. To you,

therefore, I must write adieu. May the Good Shepherd
'

direct you all in the right way.
Yours faithfully and affectionately,

E. C. Bridgman.



CHAPTEE XX Y.

"And in the end of years they shall join themselves together^ for to

make an agreement.^'' Da2sIEL xi, 6.

THE XEW TREATIES DE. BEIDGMAX DURIXG THE NEGO-

TIATIONS MR. MACY HIS SICKNESS AND DEATH ME.

AITCHISOn's sickness, DEATH, AND BURIAL SHANGHAI

CEMETERY DEFEAT OF THE ENGLISH SADNESS

LO FAMILY AND SON OF LEANG-AFAH REBELS AP-

PROACH ANNUAL REPORT ENCOURAGING ADDITION

TO THE LITTLE CHURCH.

1858 1860.

T?ROAI the Mission Letter, July, 1858, it appears that
-^

important events had taken place, which deserve a

passing notice :-

" The treaties recently signed at Tieutsen, between

China on the one hand, and the four great powers of

the West England, France, Russia, and the United

States on the other, furnish matter for devout thankful-

ness to God. The prayers of some now bowing before

the throne above, and of many still bearing the heat and

burden of the day, are answered. A wide breach has

been made in the wall of exclusiveness, which so long

interposed a formidable barrier between the heralds of

salvation and the perishing millions of this empire.

Henceforth, no jealous official or prejudiced populace
(233)
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will have the right to say to the advancing tide of gos-

pel truth :

' Thus far shalt thou come and no farther.'

" When we recall the circumstances under which Mor-

rison commenced his labors at Canton, and the bitter

persecutions to which the first converts there were ex-

posed, have we not reason to exclaim, in view of the

language to which the imperial seal has now been af-

fixed :

' What hath God wrought ?' That faith which,

only fifty years ago, was proscribed and outlawed, is

henceforth to be respected and defended, while its ad-

herents, whether native or foreign, are permitted to ex-

tend its triumphs into every part of the emperor's wide

dominions."*

Durino; the neo-otiations, carried on between the allies

and the Emperor of China, Dr. Bridgman took a deep

interest
;

he was well acquainted with the plenipo-

tentiaries from the different countries, and frequently

enjoyed the satisfaction of doing them a favor in the way
of translating official documents, if the secretary was ab-

sent. He took pleasure in inviting them socially to his

house, and they were often glad to have his opinion as a

man who understood the character of the Chinese, and

the bearing of the great political movements of the day

upon them in their intercourse with foreign powers, but

in all these civilities which, as a Christian gentleman, he

would reciprocate, yet were they never suffered to draw

him from his work, or to detract from his character as a

laborious missionary of the Cross.

This year Mr. Macy, formerly the beloved teacher,

of the Morrison E. Society's School, joined the mis-

* Miss. Herald, vol liv. p. 3G4.
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sion at Shar^srliai. and -^as welcomed cordially by all

as a fellow-laborer. Eyery such accession strength-

ened the hands of the elder missionary, and gave a

new impulse to his efforts. But Mr. Macy's course was

soon brought to a close. It was in April, 1859, that he

was seized with the confluent small-pox. Mr. Aitchison,

who, with Mr. and Mrs. Blodget, watched oyer him

with untiring loye, writes :

"
Eyerjthing which human

skill and kindness could suggest was done to prevent the

fatal termination of a malady whose progress could not

be arrested, but all proved unavailing. His mind was

filled with exalted and comforting views of the perfec-

tions of God and the love of Christ, and these were the

themes which oftenest employed his tongue. All was

peace and serenity."*

The following letter from Dr. Bridgman on Mr. Macy's
death was published in the Boston Recorder for July,

1859.

Shanghai, April 15, 1859.

To the Editors of the Boston Becorder :

Our hearts are saddened, as yours will be, when I tell

you that another standard-bearer has fallen. Our dear

brother and fellow-laborer, the Rev. William Allen

Macy, has been taken from us. He died, on the morn-

ing of the 10th inst., of the small-pox. He had nearly

completed his arrangements to advance into one of the

northern provinces, and there, in some of the many
regions bevond where Protestant missionaries have vet

gone, to plant the standard of the Captain of our sal-

vation.

* Mus, Herald, vol. Iv., p. 251.
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At such a time and under sueli circumstances, he be-

ing taken from us, we naturally, almost instinctively,

turn to our young brethren in the ministry, and to those

who are about to enter it, anxious to see who of them

will hasten to take his place, and not only to fill the gap,

but help to extend our lines and build up new stations

all over the eighteen provinces of China Proper. His

death is a heavy stroke, a severe affliction, a sore trial,

a grievous bereavement, a solemn chastisement not

springing from the dust, but laid upon us by the hand of

our God.

And what is the voice of God in this mysterious pro-

vidence ? Christians have long been praying that China

might be opened, and they have sent forth a few of their

sons and their daughters. God has heard their prayers,

and has opened this wide and populous empire.- He has

blessed and is blessing the labors of his servants. There

have been probably more converts during the six months

just past, than during the first half century of Protestant

missions in China. At such a time, God calls away some,

and now lays this our brother down in the grave. Yet

the mandate remains, preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture, disciple all nations.

Now why it is that so large a part of the professing

people of God can stand aloof from this work of their

Divine Saviour, it is hard to understand. Of his people,

of his followers, Christ says,
"
By their fruits ye shall

know them." We have heard a s'reat deal about the

great revival of 1858, and recognize in it the good hand

of our God. And now we are looking for its abundant

fruits. In this solemn providence, the removal of our
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dear brother, is there not a silent voice, Come^ come

forth quickly ,
and hasten through the jprovinces.) proclaim-

ing the Gospel^ distributing the Bihle^ 'pointing these

400,000,000 to the Lamb of God that taJceth aioaythe sins

of the ivorld f

To some extent, very small as vet it may be, yet to

some extent, we seem here to be enjoying a season of

refreshing from the presence of the Lord. There have

been converts recently in nearly all our missions. On
the first Sabbath in this month, one in Mrs. Bridorman's

boarding-school, came forward and professed Christ.

She is the fourth convert in our girls' school. At nearly

the same time, a young Chinese, taught to read the

Bible many years ago in Penang, and till recently

wholly unmoved, has come forward and appeared
to be a new man, anxious to follow Christ. Are

these not good signs, unmistakable tokens, of God's

presence ?

In this probationary world of sin and temptation, none

are safe, none destined to honor and glory in the life to

come, except converts to Christ, God's elect. Others

may live long on earth, may have great possessions here,

and receive great honor of men
;
but when their bodies

return to the dust and their spirits go back to God, who

gave them their being, and gave his Son to be a ransom

for the soul, then, having neglected that great salvation,

eternal shame and horror must be their portion,
" where

their worm dieth not and their fire is not quench-
ed." During the past few months, since the great revival

began, hundreds, and thousands, and tens of thousands

have been converted, brought into the fold of Clirist, have
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resolved to be tlie Lord's people, and have professed liim

to be their all in all.

Should this note fall under the ej^e of any such, let

me beg of them, in behalf of these unconverted millions,

to fulfill that law of love now incorporated into the new

treaty with the Chinese,
" whatsoever ye would that others

should do to you, the same do ye to them." Let me

beg, also, that they will keep in mind the exhortation ot

the apostle, to present their bodies living sacrifices to

the Lord. Not only are all the treasures of the earth

all gold and silver, all the beasts of the field, all the

products of the land and of the sea, and all mercliandise

the Lord's, but our bodies and our spirits are his like-

wise
;
and none can be safe, and none blessed for ever,

except such as are consecrated to him.

This consecration is urged, not by command alone, but

also by examples, both divine and human.

The reader will naturally anticipate the first, our only
divine example, given us by that adorable Saviour, who,

though rich, yet for your sake he became poor, that ye

through his jpovey^ty might he rich, I beg you to turn to

your Bibles and read this text and its context, and its

corresponding texts
;
then pray over the subject and

look at the heathen world, the two hundred million

souls in India, the four hundred million souls in

China, and the twenty million in Japan ;
and when

you have numbered all these and other millions in

Cochin- China, Siam, etc., etc., then resolve and act
;

act as in the light of eternity, and with the certain

knowledge that you shall reap according to what

you sow, and that the heathen cannot hear without
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preacliers. Let us beware lest the blood of souls be

found on our skirts.

Of liuman examples, two must suffice. Eobert Mor-

rison, immediately on his conversion, consecrated himself

unto the Lord, and his prayer was "
that God would sta-

tion him in that part of the missionary field, where the

difficulties were the greatest, and to all human appear-

ance, the most insurmountable."

At the time of his conversion he was an apprentice in

the humble capacity of last and boot-tree m.aker, and about

the age of sixteen. There, in his father's workshop, he at

once began his studies and his Christian labors for the

conversion of others. He worked with his hands twelve

hours a day, often with the Bible open before him. The

very next day after his apprenticeship was completed, he

entered at Hoxton Academy, and from thence, in due

course, he went to the Theological School at Gosport ;
and

in February, 1807, just after completing his twenty-fifth

year, he bade farewell to his friends and his native land,

and came alone, single-handed, and without any earthly

acquaintance, to pagan China. Here, with his armor on,

late in the evening of August 1st, 1824, he laid down to

rest, in the twenty-seventh year of his missionary work,

and in the fifty-third year of his age. He had no pro-

perty, nothing but his own hands, to start with, for his

father's family was poor, and, what was more, at first op-

posed to his being a missionary. But he had devoted him-

self a living sacrifice to the Lord.

In respect to self-consecration, William Allen Macy was

like Robert Morrison. He was hardly one-and-twenty
when he first embarked for China. This was his chosen
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field, and here, on the morning of the 10th inst., as already

stated, he was, in the prime of life, called away, we doubt

not, to fill tlie shining ranks of that
"
great cloud of wit-

nesses," by whom we now, like the Hebrew Christians of

old, are surrounded. He had had some property, but that

he was giving away freely for the Gospel's sake, and was

laying aside every weight, that he miglit run the Chris-

tian race. He was expecting, in a few days, to start with

brother Aitchison for the north of China.

Our hearts, I repeat, are saddened, for it is a severe

affliction, a solemn chastisement. Who will come over

and help here in the Lord's work? The fields are

whitening for the harvest.

Siuce the formation of the new treaties, a great im-

pulse has been given to commerce. There is no lack of

capital. Commercial agents here have funds, thousands

and tens of thousands, urged upon them
;
and merchants

and houses of business at home are zealously improving
these new openings. For these purposes, men, young
and old, are not wanting. When the consulate, here in

Shanghai, was recently vacated, and the fact was known
in the United States, scores of candidates were pressing
forward to secure the appointment. Truly

"
the children

of this world are in their generation wiser than the chil-

dren of light,
" Even Christians, too, are often wiser

and more zealous in worldly than in sjDiritual things.

Truly things ought not so to be. We not only need

more men, but some of our missions are sadly short for

funds not only for Bibles, and for tracts and the ap-

pliances for their distribution, but almost for daity bread.

There are many commercial houses here, in this city,
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whose current expenses greatly exceed those of all our

missions put top:ether; and one of our own government

vessels, the Minnesota, on her cruise to China, cost daily

more than all the entire missions of the American Board.

In regard to the conversion of the world, there is in-

deed a dawning, yet a "
great awakening

"
in the

churches, in regard to missions, remains to be seen. May
tlie Holy Spirit descend and hasten it, and the sons and

daughters of Zion awake, put on strength, and come up
to the Lord's help against the mighty.

Yours, and in sorrow,

E. C. Bridgmax.

" Three of his pupils, who were in the school of the

Morrison Education Society resident at Shanghai," says

Dr. Bridgman in his Journal, "viz. : Tsen-awan, Tong-aku,

Tong-afoo, erected at their own expense a monument to

his memory as a voluntary offering of love and respect.
'' The sympathy, care, and strength necessary by that

bed of sickness, told upon the health of those who dis-

charged these duties, especially of Mr. Aitchison, and he,

still wishinp^ to carry out his desire to find a field of la-

bor in the north, continued the studv of the Mandarin

dialect with that view, and accepted, with the advice of

the Mission, a place in the American Embassy, then

about to proceed to Peking."
" He was taken sick,"

Mr. Blodget says,
"
August 4th, having been eight days

in Peking. He died the 15th, on the way to the sea-

board, died in a palanquin, and was buried in the gulf of

Pechili." *

* Mi&s^ Herald, vol. Ivi. p. 25.
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The accompanying plate gives a view of the cemetery at

Shanghai, and the two obelisks mark, one the grave of

the good Mr. Macy, the other is like it, erected by his

missionary brethren, to the memory of the beloved Ait-

chison. The picture represents a visit made in the spring

of 1861, by Dr. and Mrs. Bridgman ;
the Chinese between

the obelisks is a baptized native from Mr. Blodget's

church. On the left, leaning on his hand, is Dr. Bridg-
man who had been at great pains to have them put up
on a platform of granite. The other two figures are

coolies, and in among the shrubbery is a horse. Dr.

Bridgman's attitude and his countenance wear a more

saddened aspect than was his usual expression, and no

wonder, when contemplating the removal, within six

months of each other, of two such useful, beloved breth-

ren in the vigor of life from the mission field. With the

fall of the autumn leaves his own spirit was borne, as

we believe, on angels' wings, to his heavenly mansion,

and his dust sleeps by the side of the table-like stone in

the front of the picture.

Dr. Bridgman was exceedingly hopeful in his disposi-

tion
;
but in the following letter, under date of October

3d, 1860, alluding to the defeat of the English, and the

failure as to the expected ratification of the English and

French treaties, as well as to the bereavements of the

mission, and the hope deferred of seeing new laborers, he

says, all these events
" have made me exceedingly sad, and

must in part account for my unusually long silence.
" Now these af&ictive providences, and these untoward

events, it may not be possible for us fully to understand
;

but what we know not now. we shall know in God's
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good time. He does all things well, is his own inter-

preter, and in his own best method will lead his elect to

honor, and endless blessedness. Out of all these dark

clouds He will cause light to break forth, and bring forth

good from what now seems sad and disastrous. The

day of China's redemption draws nigh. If I am not

wholly wrong in reading the signs of the times, the day
is not very distant when China shall be opened in good

faith, and her sons and her daughters in large numbers

become obedient to the faith of Jesus.
"
Yesterday the number of communicants in our church

was doubled, there being now in all fourteen who have

avouclied Jehovah to be their God and Jesus to be their

Saviour. Of these last seven, two were pupils ;
one was

the only son of the late evangelist Leang-afali, while the

otlicrs were all members of one and the same household.

A solemn and joyous Sabbath day it was, and especially

interesting was it to me, it being the last day of thirty

years' service under the direction of the American Board
;

my commission as a missionary to the Chinese bearing
date October 30th, 1829.

"
Respecting the Lo family, and the son of Leang-afah,

it would be pleasant to trace out the successive steps by
which they have been brought to Christ. As they seem

to be genuine converts, we rejoice over tliem, though it

be with much fear and tremblin"-. Thev are as tlie

feeble, tender lambs of the fold, especially needing
watchful care, and effectual, fervent prayer ;

for it is

only by God's grace that they can stand and be saved.

Little do our friends in Christendom know to what temp-

tations and trials the first converts are here exposed,
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from what evil influences and depths of sin they have

been rescued, or what are the anxieties which come upon
those who watch for their souls." ^

August 27th, 1860, Dr. Bridgman wrote to the Com-

mittee regarding the rebels :

" For some days past, there

have been all the symptoms of a storm. The insurgents

are not desirous of coming in collision with foreigners,

but are anxious to occupy the city of Shanghai, now de-

fended by the Allies. They are reported to be 30,000

strong, fifteen or twenty miles distant. If they come,

we foreigners, as well as Chinese may be involved, and

the conflict must be dreadful indeed. We do not seem

to be exposed here, as foreigners were, some two years

ago in India
;
the circumstances of the case, too, are all

difi'erent. However, we may have to sufter, and are en-

deavoring to arrange for a safe retreat, so that if the

storm comes, we may, if possible, escape its fury." t

Again, on the 4th September, Dr. Bridgman wrote to

the same :

" The storm that threatened Shanghai, and

hung in the distance for some days, about the middle of

last month, passed off without the slightest damage to

person or property by the insurgents. The alarm, how-

ever was truly great, and we with our neighbors were in

a very uncomfortable situation
;
not that we feared the

rebels, but vagabonds, native and foreign, that gathered
thick around us.

"
Separated from the city and foreign settlement by a

broad creek, we were wholly without material protection

by day and by night. Most of the ladies and children

found refuge on board American ships, near by in the

* Miss. Herald, vol. Ivi. p. 90. f Miss. Herald, vol. Ivi. p. 3*75.
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river, while the gentlemen kept watch, ready to abandon

our houses at short notice, in case of an attack in force.
"
I was one of the very few who would not arm.

However, on the night patrol, I took my turn, and was

prepared, with Bp. Boone and Mr. Culbertson, to go out

with a white flag, and meet the insurgent chiefs in case

of their near approach, and only in such case.
'' Good and bad are strangely blended in this great

movement, and in regard to many particulars we are still

ignorant of what they really are. These people are, in

some things, not unlike the camp of Israel in the desert

more like a mighty host than a Christian State. Some

persons can only see in them unmixed evil, others go to the

opposite extreme. But God's ways are not as our ways.
He has gracious designs, and China will not be forever

excluded from the blessed influences of his glorious Gos-

pel. I do hope and pray that our young men will not

keep back because all is not bright and clear. If storms

come, our Master will ride upon and direct them all."

September 18th, referring to the contest between

European nations and China, Dr. Bridgman goes on

farther to sav :

" The stru2:Q:le is one of those, in the

course of human events, called unavoidable
;

because

such are men, that they will rather die than yield up
their old habits and old opinions. Long have the Em-

perors of China sat in the place of God, and received

honors and homage due to none but Jehovah. In this

the multitudes of Cliinahave acquiesced, and some foreign

states as well. The allied ministers, it is presumed,
have dissented. Strong principles are therefore at stake

;

and so the whole matter is to be settled by a trial of



246 ELIJAH COLEMAN BRIDQMAK

physical power. I have little doubt that the Insurgent
Chief entertains and if he does not some of those

about him do quite the same opinions, universal supre-

macy, universal homage, etc., etc. I rejoice that the

crisis has come, because its coming shows an advance,

and in the right direction.
" We do need more men, and they ought to be now on

the field. The existing disorders should not deter one

man for a moment. Do, do send them forth. Our daily

earnest prayer to the Lord of the harvest is, that He will

send them.
*

I do not anticipate a recurrence of the past or similar

difficulties here. Our labors go on with no very serious

interruption, yet not wholly unharmed. These jars and

joltings make us extra work, and sometimes set our

work our train backward, or off the track.''^

In the Annual Report, we gather the following :

"
My

principal work has been translatorial, and in connection

with the Rev. Mr. Culbertson. The Psalms are now

ready for the press ;
also Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the

Song of Solomon. The historical books are nearly

through the press, and will soon be published. New
editions of the Pentateuch and New Testament are

already wanted. The book of Job and the Prophets
come next

;
and if life, health and opportunity be con-

tinued, we trust we shall, ere long, see the whole Bible

issued from the press in Shanghai, under our joint care,

in various forms and sizes of type, such as shall meet the

wants of all classes of this numerous people.
" The little church in our house, by the blessing of

*
Missionary Herald, vol. Ivii. p. 27.
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God, has been prospered in its graces and in its numbers.

All, without exception, so far as we can discern, have

continued steadfast in the faith, with increased fruits of

the spirit. The last one added by profession, on bap-

tism, is the younger sister of Kiug-meh. Four years ago,

on account of attachment to the religion of her parents,

this younger sister left our house, so that with them she

might serve the gods of their country. But the Holy

Spirit was pleased, after this withdrawal, to visit her,

causing the truth she had already learned to touch her

heart and to bring her, as we hope and believe, to

Christ."^

*
Missionary Herald, voL Ivii. p. 259,
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*' MizPAH." " The Lord watch tetween me and thee, when we are

ahsent one from another.''' Genesis xxxi. 49.

ADDITIO]S^S TO THE NATIVE CHUECH LETTEE TO A SISTER

DEATH OF A TEACHEE EECOYERT LETTER TO DR.

BEIGHAM FROM REV. J. S. B. FROM DR. B. TO MR. D.

OLYPHANT FROM THE SAME TO MR. R. M. OLYPHAXT.

1861.

|URING the last year of Dr. Bridgman's life

(1861), there are recorded in his memoranda,
several baptisms and admissions to the native church,

among them is Anne C. Bolton, March 17th, an orphan

English girl, aged thirteen years, who was in the family
under instruction. She had in her early childhood been

faithfully taught by a widow lady in Sheffield, England,
and impressed with religious truth, and "wished to confess

Christ before the world. On the 25th, an aged widow

(a Chinese) was received, and in consequence of the in-

diposition of Mrs. Bridgman, the communion service

instead of being in the school chapel, was held in an up-

per room. June 23d, another person, through the efforts

of the Lo family, was brought in, but having to leave

Shanghai for Ningpo, she had a letter of commendation

to the native church under the care of the Presbyterian
Board.

(248)
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July 14th, another pnpil and her mother joined the

ranks of the disciples ; also, the second daugliter of the

matron of the school. Mr. Lo's servant woman was, on

that same Sabbath, baptized, and then offered for the

same ordinance, her little son of four years, and infant

seven months, makino^ four adults and two children at

one time, constituting a church of native communicants

twenty-three. Dr. and Mrs. B. and the English girl, witli

one from Mr. Blodget^s church, in all, twenty-seven, and four

baptized native children. It was, though it will appear
small to American Christians, worth the labor and the

toil
;
for the preaching of the cross is the power of God

to the Chinese as well as those in Christendom.

In the spring Dr. Bridgman was called upon to en-

courage and care for his wife, who was for weeks con-

fined to her room with a bronchial affection, and from

these intimations expected to leave her husband to labor

on alone; but tlirough the blessing of God upon his

assiduous, untiring, affectionate attention, a measure of

health returned, so that she resumed her duties. He
writes to a sister in New York under date of March 6th :

" So now you have once more a fraternal epistle, from

this far-off land even the Land of Sinim. We have

many and great blessings ;
the last year, 1860, was full

of mercies, among which a measure of health enjoyed by
us both, giving ability to labor, was not the least

;
the

evidences of improvement in that respect, enjoyed by
' Dear Sister A.,' have been very pleasingly manifested

by and in your most welcome letters. You cannot tell

lioiv ivelcome they are, and how much your brother and

sister rejoice to get them, and sympathize with you in all

11^
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your joys and sorrows. If our Heayenly Fatlier does

sometimes afflict, yet we hnoiv it is always for the good
of those He loves. What you have written about Aunt

L in her heavy afflictions, is very pleasing.
' As

thy day is, so shall thy strength be' is a blessed promise,

and seems to have been sweetly fulfilled in her case.

Please tell that dear, aged saint how deeply her niece

and nephe^v sympathize with her. Ardently do they

pray that her light may shine brighter and still brighter,

even till it shall shine in the glorious light of the New
Jerusalem.

" Now I will tell you somewhat about ourselves first,

and briefly, about your
'

brother.' He has not grown

very old, since good Dr. Tyng declared to the Sabbath

School that
' he did not {then, 1852,) look very old

;'
nor

does he feel very old
;
nor is he very old. If he lives

till the 22d of next April, he will then be three score,

yet that is but as yesterday. It is, however, matter of

great thankfulness that he has so much health. God has

been very good to him, and in all temporal blessings the

greatest has been in the help-meet, truly the Lord's gift."

He goes on to describe Mrs. B.'s illness, and then

adds :

"
I am writing this by lamplight in my study ;

E
is sitting before the fire by my side, and I read it as I

write so you may take it from us both. She may have

told vou about the accession and the removal from our

household. Just as she was taken ill, the Chinese teacher

of the boarding school was struck down by death. He
came to my room in the morning and received his daily

amount of copying, which he did
; taught the school until
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noon
;
ate his dinner; as lie was moving from the room,

was seized with dizziness
;
he sta2:2:ered away to his bed,

where he lay almost insensible till 10 o'clock p. M., when
he expired. Ten days after came the Chinese New Year,
and the school was dismissed for a short vacation. Now
it has re-assembled

;
a new teacher has been brought in,

and so the machine is kept moying.
"
Little Bessie Kickomartz, a Japanese, aged six, and

Elizabeth Bolton, aged thirteen, both orphans, have been

capital assistant nurses to Mrs. B.
; and, to complete the

family circle. Little Emily Kloekers, four months old, has

come to fill Margo's place, or a part of it. In due time

you may expect to hear great things of all these little

folk.

" Our evenings are growing short, and I haye had a

long day, having rung up the servants at early dawn

say at 5-J o'clock.
" So far I have read to Eliza, and now the clock strikes

8 and I shall stop.

" 7 A. M., March 7th.

" ' For lo the winter is past.

The rain is over and gone,

The time of the singing of birds is come.'

" What a sweet song that of Solomon's is ! and the

language how delightful to the hearts of those who love

God love Jesus with all the soul, and mind, and

strength !

" Dear Sister, were you here, we have, a thousand

things to tell you mercies and trials although Eliza

has been shut up and shut off from all duties, and has re-
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quired no inconsiderable portion of m}^ time, strength
and care, by day and night, yet she has been very happy,
and has

'

enjoyed it very much.' God saw she needed

repose, and he has bestowed it
;
and now she seems tcell

once more
; still, it is our intention that she hold on yet

a few days more before resuming work. She writes

with me in love to dear sister A
,

to F. J. and his

wife and little one, and all who can welcome such mes-

sages of affection. Adieu.

"Affectionately, E. C. Bridgman."

TO THE REV. DR. BRIGHA^I.

"
Shanghai, MarcTi 12t7i, 1861,

*'My DEAR Brother, You ask me to write to you
of our work, our wants, our prospects, etc., and en-

courage us to hope large things from your Society. The

day of great things is at hand, if I correctly understand

God's Word and his providences. China is open ;
and

the call of her people is now heard, asking for the bread

of life. I wish you or some of the managers of your

Society were here to see, judge and decide for your So-

ciety's guidance.
" The work on the hands of Mr. Culbertson and mvself

continues to progress, as does also the business of publica-

tion and distribution of the Scriptures. The Prophets
and Job are the only books unfinished, and some advan-

ces have been made on these
;
new editions of both the

Pentateuch and the New Testament are called for. The

Historical Books, Psalms, Proverbs, etc., are in the

press
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"
Every missionary will, of course, act as the Bible

Society's agent, distributing as he may have opportu-

nities. Every mission will have its depository, and some

of them will have efficient printing establishments. Still,

in addition to, over and above these, the Bible Society

needs to have an independent agency a living link be-

tween the missionary agency and the Bible Society.
"
Something of this kind seems to me indispensable to

the speedy distribution of the Bible in all the provinces

of the empire." ....

FROM AX ENGLKH MISSIONARY BROTHER TO DR. B.

"Yn-YAU, Feb. 23cZ, 1861.

" My dear Brother, Your very kind letter, so full

of love, and so refreshing to me in my present circum-

stances, reached me about a fortnight ago. I wish I

could feel myself as free from debt in the way of corres-

pondence as you seem determined to keep yourself. Very

many thanks for all your news about dear Shanghai
friends and others. Your letter, from beginning to end,

was a great treat, and I would that I could give you but

a fraction of the pleasure you gave me. I am rejoiced

to hear of Dr. Williams, and very thankful for his kind

remembrance of my unworthy name I shall not

have the privilege of congratulating you on the 22d of

April, but I shall do better than this even thank God
on your behalf for all you have been permitted to do in

this dark land, and pray Him for a long continuance of

your precious life amongst us."
" March 30th. I am concerned to hear that Mrs. Bridg-

man has been laid aside for so long a time
;

I do trust
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that slie has quite recovered and is strong to face the

Slimmer. Please give her my kind, Christian love.
"
I cannot tell you how I miss xUtchison. He is con-

tinually in my thoughts, and I cannot help wishing him

back here for a few years longer. As Judson said,
' A

few years out of his eternity of bliss would not have

been missed.' But He who ordered the period of his

chans^e is wiser than we, and to his will mav we ever

bow, even when that will is directly contrary to our

wishes."

DE. B. TO MR. 0. (icltliout date).

" Yery dear Friend, I write this for you ;
and not

for you alone, but for all the Olyphant family of whom,
or of several members of which you are the senior, bearing

the name '

David,' like your honored father. On the

score of letters, if reckoned only by their numbers, I

probably am not your debtor. Of this I am not quite

sure
;
but I think, however, that I have written to you

more than once since I have had a line from you, and so,

too, with your brother Talbot. Still, under God, I am

your debtor, and love to acknowledge my debts, even if

it is not in my power to pay and square accounts.

"Dating from my natal day, April 22d, 1801, I

enter to-day, April 22d, 1861, on my sixty-first year,

having with yesterday completed a cycle of sixty, or

three score years, and I am yet but a young and inexpe-

rienced man
;
old in sin, and in many bad habits

;
but

not in godliness, which alone has permanent value.
"
It is now almost thirty-two years since my acquaint-

ance began with the Olyphant family, and it is one of
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the liappiest incidents of my life, this part of it being
connected with jour family in my residence among the

Chinese. But I cannot now dwell on the ten thousand

pleasant incidents of this period. I rejoice very much
that your brother and his family came as they did, and

are now resident in Shanghai ;
should they, by and by,

find it expedient to pay a visit to the United States, then

you or your brother will, I hope, come in their stead
;

this will be very easy, and result in great good. We
need more men and women, both lay and clerical, and

must have them.
" The troubles that are abroad, both with you and with

us, in the United States of America and in China, are in-

deed dreadful, and under them God's people ought to be

greatly humbled ;
but God's hand is in these troubles, and

he will not abandon, he will purify his people. Oh, for

the pure heart, the meek, the lowly mind 1 So your
father often spoke. So I feel. I long to be like my
Saviour, and I long to see all my friends too like Him.

God does not intend (I believe) to destroy our native

land, nor China, but has mercy in store
;
and / hioiv He

will do what is best, therefore, in my distress, I have joy.

Both Mrs. B. and myself continue to possess a good
measure of health, with strength to labor, and God is

blessing our labors. There are four schools, two orphan

girls, one five the other thirteen years, with a motherless

babe under superintendence. My duties are chiefly

translatorial, in connection with my good friend and fel-

low-laborer Rev. M. S. Culbertson. We are now on the

books of Job and Isaiah, and are getting new editions of

the New Testament and the Pentateuch. I have also
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nearly tlirough the press a new edition rather a new

Histoy^y of the United States of America, in Chinese, illus-

trated with some fifty maps."^ Some smaller works are

also projected.
" With regard to Chinese affairs, general and particular,

I can hardly expect to add anything to what your bro-

ther and Mr. Vail write to you every two weeks. Some

months ago, when writing to Mr. Talbot Olyphant, I

remarked w^hat I do not hesitate to repeat now, that the

tvorst is yet to come. The progress is from bad to worse.

This is the inevitable course, from the present condition

of both the Imperialists and the Insurgents. The disor-

ganization cannot but go on, and it may, probably it will,

greatly interrupt trade, foreign and domestic, general
and particular. There is little or no hope for the old

dynasty ;
and generally these dynastic changes accom-

plish great destruction of both the people and the pro-

ducts of a country. But though I write these things,

pray do not allow them to keep you from coming to

China. Just the reverse ought to be their effects. We
must not abandon China^ but pour in the salt of the

Word till the Chinese are converted."

lu the month of September, Dr. and Mrs. Bridgman
both were attacked with symptoms of dysentery, but still

kept at the post of duty, and Dr. B. attributed his indis-

position to quite another cause, and treated himself

accordingly. He had such a strong belief in the re-

cuperative power of the human system, that he thought
an abstemious diet was often all that was necessary. On

* These maps were many of them colored by Mrs. Bridgman's Chi-

nese pupils.
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this he practiced, avoiding medicine until considered ab-

solutely needful.

It was at this time that the house of Messrs. Heard
& Co., at Shanghai, tendered to Dr. Bridgman a trip up
the Yang-tse to Hankow in their beautiful steamer the

Fire-Dart, and he was urged by his wife to accept this

proposal ; he, however, declined, remarking :

" Mr. Cul-

bertson is not here, there is much work on hand proof-

reading, translating, etc.
; you go, it is a fine opportunity,

for Mrs. H
,
a lady from Hong-kong, wants company ;

when vou return and Mr. Culbertson comes from Amov,
I will go." Dr. Bridgman had consulted a physician

about his case, describing his symptoms, and giving his

own opinion as to the cause, but never himself for once

supposing it was the disease afterwards pronounced.
His wife, after having her fears with regard to him al-

layed by the pliysician, consented to go, and left on the

10th of October, he cheerful, and appearing no worse

than he had been for some days, and able to go on w^ith

the translation. The following letter, probably one of the

last he wrote, only nine days before his death, is given
entire

;
it is addressed to Mr. R. M. Olyphant, and is

dated
"
Shaxghai, Oct. 2dd, 1861.

" My dear Mr. Olyphaxt, By your departure on the

5th, and Mrs. Bridgman's on the 10th, it seemed as if all

the light in Yang-king-pang, and in our domicil, had gone
out. So it seems yet, and this is rendered still more sombre

by the sad and shocking murder of Messrs. Parker and

Holmes in Shantung ! The to-fei, or local filchers, had

for some weeks been in the distance, and on the 5th
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were in the village of Clmki. On Sunday, about noon,

the t^YO friends, on horseback, and armed each with a

revolver, started to meet them, expecting to return in a

day or two. Tuesday, reports came tliat they had been

killed
;
but this was not known to be the fact until their

bodies were found some thirty miles from Chei-fu, Tues-

day, the 15th. Their bodies were brought in immedi-

atelv, and interred on Wednesdav, the 16th. Mrs.

Parker arrived here with her son on the 20th, and will

soon go on to America. The full details, so far as

known, will be given in the newspapers. Mrs. Bridg-

man is now expected back
;
she has twice reported pro-

gress, was better, and greatly delighted. I shall not try

to tell you how we get on in her absence
;
I am happy

to say, however, that up to this hour the children are all

well, and no one better or more happy than the little

Dutch-Anglo babe. . . . My notes to you need not

be long, but they will be some evidence of the feelings

of my heart. "We do not know the value of our best

friends until they are gone. So of other blessings. Give

my kindest remembrance to Mrs. Olyphant, to Robert,

Vernon, and all the Olyphant family, and write me as

often as you can.
" Yours ever,

E. C. Bridgman."



CHAPTER XXVII.

" The path of the just is as the shining light^ that shineth more and

more unto the perfect dayP Proverbs iy. 18.

LIGHT AXD ITS BLESSIXGS THE SETTING SUX OF THE CHRIS-

TIAN FAITH THE SUMMONS MRS. B.'s RETURN TO

SHANGHAI HER HUSBANd's SICKNESS GOD PROVIDES

FRIENDS DR. BRIDGMAN's DEATH FUNERAL SERVICES.

1861.

A MOXG tlie beautiful emblems used for illustration

-^-^
by our Saviour is

"
light." He calls himself "

the

light of the world," and he also confers that character

upon his disciples,
" Ye are the light of the world

;
and

let them that love him (Jehovah) be as the sun," which

is the source of light.

In contemplating tlie
"
path of the just" with these

comparisons, a succession of pleasing images arise to the

mind's view regarding light, both in the natural and

moral world, as necessary to our enjoyment. As a means

of growth, comfort, and guidance, it is indispensable ;

but as the sun performs its round, enlightening in turn

both spheres of the created universe, so there is a termina-

tion in this life to the
"
path of the just," in order that

the soul may abide in the region of a "
perfect day" for-

ever.

The sun of this dear believer was near its setting ;
not

(259)
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in gorgeous iDrilliancy, but shedding those soft and mel-

low rays on which he was wont to gaze in the natural

world, and which, through faith, produces in the heart a
"
peace that passeth understanding."
The conflict was not long, but sharp, and the mind was

oppressed by the power of wasting disease, yet there

were breaks in the clouds from whence light shone, and

a voice was heard that could not be mistaken :

" The
Master is come and calleth for tlieey

After an absence of fifteen days, during which time

Dr. Brido-man was heard from as beins; no worse, on the

25th of October his wife returned. As soon as the ar-

rival of the Fire-Dart was announced by a shrill whistle,

he was in, a few minutes, on board
;
Mrs. Bridgman had

previously asked Mr. H. how her husband was, to which

he replied,
"
I saw him yesterday, he seemed very well."

This for a moment quieted her mind, but as soon as he

made his appearance, she was struck with the change in

his countenance. With his usual muscular activitv,

however, he looked after her effects, and they repaired
to the sampau which was to take them on shore, when

some one, just as they were stepping from the steamer,

announced the death of Messrs. Parker and Holmes, and

Mrs. B. immediately referred to her husband for the

confirmation
;
he waived the subject, and remarked,

" We
will speak of that by and by." Though exceedingly
thin and pale, his step was elastic, and they soon reached

their home. He announced his intention of preaching on

the Sabbath at the Loudon Chapel (this being Friday),

from which Mrs. B. endeavored to dissuade him as not

possessing sufiicient health and strength, but heproposed to
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prepare himselfby resting on Saturday. The Sabbath came

and found him in the pulpit ;
it found him also at the ap-

pointed hour at the Bible-class, with his church-members, as

well as in the Chinese Chapel, after which he was persuad-
ed to lie down. That night fever seemed to have super-

vened, and the following night there was an increase.

The physician was summoned Tuesday morning, and pro-

nounced the complaint chronic clysentery. The most

active remedies v\'ere put in requisition, but the com-

plaint advanced with rapid strides unchecked. An older

and consulting physician was called, but by Wednesday
his friends felt that if there were any necessary temporal

arrangements to be made, it should be done then.

Mrs. B. was assisted in this sore trial by two valued

and earlv friends of Dr. Brid2:man ;
the Rev. S. R.

Brown, providentially arriving from Japan on Tuesday

morning, and Bishop Boone, who lived in the neighbor-
hood. Also the lamented Mr. Keith, and Dr. McCartee,

who, with his wife, stopped some days in this desolate

house of mourning and sorrow.

The following is from a letter in the Mlssionarij Herald

for March :

" On Friday, November 1, 1861, still keeping

up hope, and struggling against the disease with patience,

but evidently feeling that his death might be near, he

remarked thus showing how his heart was in the mis-

sionary work 'I should like to see three-score years
and ten if it would be for God's glory ;

there are so few

laborers, and the work is so great. But God's will is

best
;

ice do not know what is best.' Again, after lying

with his eyes closed for some time, and apparently with-

out knowing that any one was beside him, he exclaimed,
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' Will the Churclies come up to the work ?' About three

o'clock ou Saturday morning, having left messages of

parting Christian love, not only for immediate friends

and relatives, and the different missionary families, but

for the Board and other Missionary Societies, the Bible

and Tract Societies, and the native Church, he concluded

by expressing his desire to recover if it pleased God, but

said,
'

I bow with submission to his will.' Soon after,

taking an affectionate farewell of his wife, he remarked,
'

I think I shall be with you. I do not know lioio, but I

think so.' She said,
' In the great cloud of witnesses,' to

which he answered,
' Yes.'

"
During an interval of composure, he said :

' Death

where is thy sting ;
Grave where is thy victory !

'

again he remarked :

'

the victory is not ours until we get

on the other side.'
'

Oh, how precious to have a hope in

Christ in such an hour as this !

' We had prayer by his

bed-side
;
he said :

' Now commend my spirit to God.'

His mind rested on Christ with a firm and steady grasp.

Closing his eyes, he observed :

*

I shall not speak much

more, except to Jesus
;
God will never forsake those

who trust in him, no^ never! This last attack upon his

constitution was his most severe sickness during his long

residence in China, but not a murmur escaped his lips ;

everything that was done was '

all riglit ;'
his gratitude was

expressed even for a teaspoonful of tea, it was '

so good.'
"
Turning to his wife, he said :

'

Pray for me, that I

may have patience.' Repeatedly was he commended to

our covenant-keeping God, and his recovery earnestly

pleaded for, both by the brethren collectively in his

study and around his bed-side, he uniting, but the man-
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date had gODe forth
;

at length, as the contest with the

great enemy grew sharp, he said :

' A pain in my heart.'

He now turned himself upon his breast a favorite atti-

tude with him when composing himself to rest raising

his eyes to heaven, with the expression of unwavering
faith his cold lips responded to the last token of affec-

tion
;
he then continued to move them evidently in prayer,

though the power of utterance was gone, and without a

struggle or a groan, gently breathed his life away.
" Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his

saint^
"

u<.

Rev. Mr. Brown writes to the Board as follows :

"
I arrived at Shanghai, from Japan, the evening before

his illness compelled him to take his bed permanently,

and it seems a singular providence that brought me here

to watch beside his death-bed. Bishop Boone and my-
self are the oldest friends he had in this part of the world.

My acquaintance with Dr. Bridgman commenced in Feb-

ruary, 1839, when I first came to China in the service

of the Morrison Education Societv, of which lie was Pre-

sident, till the day of his death. Our intercourse was

alwavs of the most ao:reeable kind, and a mutual attach-

ment was formed between us, that has continued without

the smallest interruption, from that day to the day of his

departure. Frequently, during the days of his last

illness, he said to me :

'

I am very thankful to you, my bro-

ther, for all your kind attention
;
and it is a great grati-

fication forjne to have you and the Bishop at my bed-

side now.' It was a melancholy satisfaction to be

able to minister to his wants in his illness, and to close

his eyes in death. He died as such a man might be ex-
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pected to die. His end was the fitting conclusion of such

a life as he had led. He died at his post with his ar-

mor on.
"
Dr. Bridgman was thirty-two years in China, and has

been more intimately connected with and known by the

foreign community here and at Canton than any other

missionary. I may say, in truth, that no man could have

been taken away whose loss would be more sincerely

mourned by all. He was a man of most amiable dispo-

sition, the friend of all, of the greatest simplicity of pur-

pose and purity of mind. Interesting himself in whatever

could in any way conduce to the welfare of China, he was

always ready to perform his part in every enterprise that

aimed at that object. Thus he labored in connection

with the Morrison Education Society, and the North

China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, in both of

which he was a working member and officer.

" But his great work, for fourteen years past, has been

the translation of the Scriptures, in which he and the

Rev. Mr. Culbertson were engaged together ;
this he has

left to be finished by his surviving brother
;

it is believed

that not the whole of the Old Testament prophets re-

main to be translated. Dr. Bridgman's Hebrew Bible

is open on the table before me in his study, at the 30th

chapter of Isaiah
;

he reviewed, and re-reviewed his

translations
;
it is possible it was here that he was called

to end his work.
" He has left behind him, without a pastor, a native

church of twenty-four members, and he left a request for

Mr. Culbertson to baptize his teacher, whom he felt en-

couraged to believe had true faith in Jesus.
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" At Dr. Bridgman's repeated request, I conducted his

funeral services at the Mortuary cliapel in the settlement

on Monday last, at half-past four o'clock P. m. A very

large number of foreign residents, besides Chinese, fol"

lowed his remains to their last resting-place. A leading

merchant, the head of one of the firms here, remarked in

reply to a note from Bishop Boone, informing him that

Dr. Bridgman was '

peacefully passing away :

' '

I never

knew how much I loved him until this moment.'
" Your loss, and that of the American Board, is great.

I feel it myself, as if 1 had lost a much-loved brother.

Yery pleasant has he been to me, and his death, which

in the providence of God I was privileged to witness,

was to me a most solemn lesson. I could not but pray,
' Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last

end be like his !

' "

On Monday before the interment, there came a note

accompanied with a cross beautifully embroidered with

pure white natural flowers, with this request to the be-

reaved and sorrowing widow :

" Will you allow me the privilege of laying these

flowers by one whose memory we value so deeply ?

" With sincere sympathy, F. C."

This most touching testimony of a friend who had

known Dr. Bridgman but a very short time, spoke to the

heart
; and, when time had mellowed grief, gave rise to

the following response :

12
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'^\t Cr0ss jof Jfkicr^rs

PLACED ON THE COFFIN OF THE KEY. E. C. BKIDGMAN.

'TwAS Friendship's liancl entwined

A wreath of flowers both rare and choice,

A loving heart, and kind.
Of beaming eye, and gentle voice.

The emblem was the Cross,

The Saviour's Cross which thou didst bear,

And counting all else dross,
^ On China's soil to plant it there.

Thy toil was faithful, true,

Thy self-denial pure, sincere.

Thy love like fresh'ning dew
Distillincr soft the heart to cheer.'Q

They laid it on thy tomb.
To mingle with thy kindred dust,

And robbed of all its gloom.
The grave shall yield its jDrecious trust.

Sweet emblems are the flowers :

They bloom, they gladden, they decay,

In Nature's secret bowers.

Like man, they quickly pass away.

Oh ! glorious is that rest.

Which for the saints in heaven remains
;

The weary there are blest,

The ]Drice, the Cross with all its pains.
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There is the land of light,

Where nothing fades, no cloud appears,

Faith, swallowed up in sight.

For God has wiped away all tears'.

Agreeably to Dr. Bridgman's request, his friend, the

Hev. Mr. Brown, conducted the funeral services in the

Mortuary chapel, and delivered an appropriate address,

the object of which was, not to eulogize the dead, which

he knew to be distasteful to the departed, but to exhort

the living to imitate his example of early piety, and fol-

low him so far as he followed Christ.

His missionary brethren have of their own accord, and

at their own expense, placed a monument with a suitable

inscription upon his grave in the Shanghai cemetery, and

some private friends in attendance at the London chapel,

have inserted in the wall, as a tribute of respect, a mar-

ble slab. It is on one side of the pulpit, while Dr.

Medhurst's occupies the other.

Among the letters of condolence from Dr. Bridgman's

friends, both from China and other countries, the follow-

ing is from a Chinese, Leang-ateh, the son of Leang-afah,

to the compiler of this volume.

"Double Island, Idth Mv., 1861.

"Most Dearest Madam, I am exceeding sorry to

read in the North Herald, 9th Nov., 1861, an Obituary of

my Most Dearest Beloved Teacher and Spiritual Father,

my heart instantly broken : though Duty Payers and

other works surround me, but I can bear myself up no

longer, but went and report this most grievious sad

tiding to my consort, who arrived here lately (she wepts
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bitterly.) and to my Eldest Son Ali Yung. While tlie

St *" '' Swatow "
is for Hongkong this afternoon. I wrote

to Ah Lan, who is now at my house at Honam, she will

surely weep as my wife suggests. All of us. in the

Residence here Avere silent, reflecting the benevolence

and kindness which we received of him who have on

heretofore, loved us as his son and daughter ;
but now,

we can see his face, and receive his instructions, in this

World, no more. He is not onlv to me both a Father

and a Teacher, but even a staff to an aged, and a stick

to a blind. O pity are me ! how, then, can I refrain from

pain in my heart !

" All what contains in the Obituarv is but true, it is

only one in a thousand of my Beloved Father's Goodness.

I was with him since two years after his arrival to China,

up to the present time, whether English, Americans, and

Chinese, (both Officials and Privates) I never see any one

who do not reverend him, nor do I hear a single word

murmur at him
;
whenever spoken of him, of one accord,

all says, a Good man, a real Sage, a Christian indeed.
" He is now with Him who sent him into the World,

and enjoys happy forever : but his Good Sample and

Excellent Footprints is both in my eyes and my mind
;

O, may my Heavenly Father, (who can never be taken

away from me,) preserve me, send His Holy Spirit to

Guide me to follow the steps of the one, whom He have,

of His Own Will be done, taken recently from us
;

so

that, I may see his face again, though not in this but in

the World to come, through the Merit of the Only One

Saviour. Amen.
"
While, my Dear Beloved Madam, you know the
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Scriptural Doctrine more than me, understanding how to

comfort your own mind, it will be needless for me to

follow the common Worldly usage to employ comfortable

words here
;
but hope only that we may all meet again

in tlie Mansons which Our Lord went first to prepare
for us.

"
I sent herewith Two hundreds of Shanghae Mixican

Dollars, for to elect a Beautiful and Strong Grave of

Stone, to commemorate the Remains of my Deceased

Fatlier and Teacher : Should the money be impassable,

send it back (through my Cousin Leong Ah Teen in the

Customs,) to the Hong that transfer them for me, and

have it be change. And if necessary, please request for

me, one of Our Christian Brothers, to send to United

States for Fine Stones.
"
Here, my hearts pains in me, and I must stop. 0,

Pitv are me !

"
My Wife and Son join with me to send our most

humble love to You, to all in Your house, and to other

Chinese and Foreign Christians.
" Most Affectionately Yours, F. W. C. Leaxg."

As the last pages of this volume were passing through
the press, the Editor received a note from the Hex. Wil-

liam B. Reed, the minister plenipotentiary of the United

States, sent to China in 1858 to negotiate with Lord

Elgin, Count Pontiatine and Baron Gros, a new treaty

with the Chinese Government. The following is ex-

tracted from the note of Mr. R.

" Philadelphia, Nov. 24:th, 1863.

. .

" You know how very highly I estimated
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the services what I may venture to call the political

services of the American Missionaries but you may not

recollect that I very formally expressed it in a dispatch

to the Government mentioning Dr. Bridgman by name.

The date of this dispatch was Tientsin, June 30th, 1858.

(Printed Papers, p. 360, 1.)
" Poor old Keying, in my last interview with him, en-

quired after Dr. Bridgman very kindly. He had known

him at the time of Mr. Cushing's negotiations in 1844.
'' But the unrecorded incident I meant to tell you was

this.

" In March, 1858, I arrived in the Minnesota at Shang-

hai, on my way further North. Here I received a very

important dispatch from the new Governor-General ap-

pointed on the fall of Yeh which required immediate

attention and reply. Mr. Williams had not arrived. Mr.

Martin, on whom I afterwards so much relied, was then

unknown to me and at Ningpo. But for your husband

then in no way connected with the Legation I should

have been obliged to remain ignorant and inactive, or to

have availed myself of the aid of the European Sinolo-

gues. I well remember the dark night and the pelting

storm in which I made my first visit to you in the mis-

sionary quarter, my kind reception and the prompt as-

sistance Dr. Bridgman gave me. In a very few minutes,

by his aid, the darkness ofmy ignorance was enlightened

and, if I mistake not, he translated for me the answer

which I sent to the authorities. At that time I do not

believe there was an American layman in Shanghai who

could have done what a modest missionary did so well."

" The Chinese, with his warm and affectionate lament-
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ations over the departed in broken English, and the

courteous and pleasing testimony of Dr. B.'s fellow-

countryman in a high and responsible position, speak for

him a cliaracter as a Christian missionary, not over-

wrought, but just as he was and as he appeared to minds

of different degrees of cultivation."

In presenting this memorial to the public, with all its

imperfections, his bereaved widow would tender her

grateful acknowledgments for the sympathy, not only

of missionaries, but of the Christian church, and her

thanks to those who have taken an interest in this effort,

that her husband, though now dead, may yet speak to

that church, and that laborers may be speedily sent forth

to the fields of the land of Sinim, now open and white

unto the harvest.

An obituary from Bishop Boone, published in the

North-China Herald^ November 9th, 1861, expresses all

that mourning survivors can desire, and it also embodies

the sentiments of other friends, who, through the press,

bore testimony to the worth of the dear departed.

{^From the North-China Herald^ November 9, 1861.)

OBITUARY.

Whex a man who has secured to himself a large share

of the respect and affection of his fellow-men, is removed

by death, a custom meet to be observed prescribes the

duty of recording the chief incidents of his life and a

kindly expression of the just estimation and affection in

which he was held.

Such a man has recently passed from our midst. But
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a few days since lie was vigorously discharging all the

duties of an active life
;
now we miss him from om'

streets, and the places that once knew him shall know
him no more for ever.

The only qualification the writer can claim for the task

he has undertaken, is a most cordial respect and affection

for the deceased, and a friendship extending over more

than twenty years. For the dates and facts relating to

his earlier days he is indebted to a paper prepared by tlie

deceased himself.

Elijah Colemax Bridgmax was born April 22d,

1801, in Belchertown, Massachusetts, U. S. A., of pious

parents, whose ancestors were among
"
the Pilgrim

Fathers," and settled in New England Andrew Warner,
in 1636, and James Bridgman in 1640.

He was converted at the early age of eleven, and

became a communicant of the Cono-reo'ational church in

liis native town in his twelfth year. Soon after he

became deeply interested in the missionary work, and it

was his desire to carry
"
the glad tidings" to the heathen

that determined him to prepare for the ministry. His

academical studies were pursued in his native town, his

colleo-iate at Amherst, and his theoloo'ical at Andover.

He was ordained a missionary to China on the 6th

October, 1829, and on the 13th of that month sailed for

China, where he arrived the 19th of February, 1830, and

was welcomed by Dr. Morrison, then the only Protestant

missionary in this empire.

He resided in the foreign factories of Canton, except

during the political troubles occasioned by the war with

the English, when he was temporarily resident in Macao
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and Hono^-koii":. He was married to Miss Eliza J.

Gillett, at Hong-kong, on the 28tli June, 1845, and in

June, 1847, removed to Shanghai. In February, 1852,

on account of ill health, both he and Mrs. Bridgman
embarked for New York, where they arrived in June, and

reembarking in the October following, retm-ned to

Shanghai-in April, 1853. Since his return he has enjoyed,

until his last sickness, remarkably good health, and was

abundant in labors. He preached on the last Sabbath

he spent on earth in the Chapel of the Loudon Mission,

and was not considered in any danger, although he had

been unwell for some time, until Wednesday, the 30th

October.

From that time his disease, an inflammation of the

bowels, became rapidly worse and his strength began to

fail. During all the painful hours that he passed through
until the closing scene, no murmuring expression, no

impatient word escaped his lips. All he would say was,
" This is hard work." On coming into his room on one

occasion, I asked him,
"
Well, my good brother, how are

you now ?" He answered, in a strong and cheerful voice,
"
I am going to my Saviour." Blessed assurance ! This

it was that supported him during all those painful and

languishing hours : an unseen Saviour, present by faith,

gave him his meek and patient submission to the divine

will, his courage to face the king of terrors without a fear,

and enabled him to fall asleep at last, as quietly as an

infant slumbers on its mother's bosom.

He passed away, as he lived, quietly and calmly, and

closed his earthly career at half-past twelve o'clock, on

the 2d November, 1861.

12^
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He had a strong desire to live, and clung to the hope
of recovery up to the last night. He freely expressed his

wishes and hopes, but in entire and unfeigned submission

to the divine will.
"
My Saviour," he would say,

"knows best. His will be done." And this desire to

live was for no selfish ends it was to complete his

nnfinished works of love
;
to finish his translation of the

Bible
;
to assist his beloved partner and worthy help-

meet in training her young charge, and to guide in
"
the

narrow way" the few communicants that had been

gathered around the altar erected in their house.

We can scarcely go far astray in the estimate of our

deceased brother. He produced the same impression

upon all who had intercourse with him. Guileless

simplicity and earnestness were his distinguishing

characteristics. He was guarded in his speech, and

singularly pure, harmless and without offence. We
doubt if there is a person living, who has ever felt him-

self aggrieved or injured by him by word or deed. His

natural temperament was quiet and collected. He was

not a man of unusual talent. The amount of good he

was enabled to effect was owing to his singleness of aim.

He walked straight on, not rapidly, but without turning

aside, or loitering by the way, and he has accomplished
a length of journey which few men of quick parts attain

to. His influence was cumulative. He was always

increasing the sum by his gentle, consistent Christian

deportment, and never did he, by one unkind or foolish

word or deed, detract from the already accumulated

amount. This was the beautiful point of his character
;

it was of one piece consistent throughout. He, perhaps,
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never performed a single great act in his life
; yet such

a life, we may surely say, is itself a Great Act. Great

in that it ascribes all to the Divine Grace that inspires it.

Dr. Bridgman was not only an earnest, laborious mis-

sionary, he was perhaps still better known among the

members of the foreign community in China, as a public-

spirited citizen. He did not limit himself to making-

known the Gospel. He was warmly interested in every-

thing that could promote the good of either the Chinese

or the foreign community ;
with this view, he was for

many years the editor of the Chinese Repository. Up
to his decease, he was one of the most active members of

the Chinese branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, and the

editor of its journal. He was compiling a large and

full map of the Yang-tze-kiang. He was a frequent

contributor to this paper ;
indeed we cannot enumerate

all the efforts he was making to this end. Such a man

naturally attracted to himself a large share of the

affection and esteem of his fellow men. Dr. Bridgman
was universally esteemed and respected in this com-

munity. By his personal friends he was sincerely loved,

and his memory will be warmly cherished.

I shall never forget the closing scene in his chamber

of death. His faith seemed to repose wholly on his

Blessed Saviour. When asked,
"
Shall we now unite in

prayer, and commend your spirit to our Heavenly
Father ?" he answered,

" To my Saviour."

His anguished wife and sorrowing friends attempted
to sing at his request,

" "Rock of Ages cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee "
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Their broken Yoices and clicked utterance gave evidence

that though triumphant faith was there, nature will claim

her tribute, and tears of affection flowed freely at thought

of the long, long separation at hand.

" The chamber where the good man meets his fate,

Is privileged beyond the common walk

Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heaven."

Our beloved, our venerable friend is not lost, but has

only gone before. Let us thank God for his example, and

endeavor, relying on the divine grace, which was the

secret sourcB of his loveliness of character, to imitate his

pure and harmless, yet active and useful life.

The writer can never forget the gentle, pure, guileless,

earnest, consistent friend and brother whose loss he now

deplores.
W. J. B.

Shanghai, November 8t7t, 1861.
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THE MIKISTEY OF THE DEAD.

By it he, being dead, yet speaketh." Hebrews xi. 4.

The ministry of the dead in relation to the living is

brought before us in these words. The Apostle believed

it to be a real and positive thing. He inferred from it,

in the case of Abel and other holv men, lessons of solemi\

aiid momentous worth. Though not heard by the outward

ear, though not seen by the eye of sense, the ministry of

the dead is conveyed to us in loud and emphatic tones,

and is to be observed with the utmost clearness and dis-

tinctness. Ages may have elapsed since the dead passed

away from our midst, yet their voices have lost none of

their original strength ; nay, they have gathered power
and pathos in the onward course of time. Their number

is ever increasing, from one period to another, and, in

the case of the faithful servants of God, they are reitera-

ting the same impressive lessons, in the hearing of one

and all.

We single out this divinely inspired tes^mony in re-

gard to Abel as in keeping with what might be said of

his spiritual successors in every age. His history, though
related in a few words, is fraught with much and valuable

instruction. It is all connected with the sacrifice that

he offered. The interest belonging to it is centered

there. It evinced a state of mind and heart which it is

(279)
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deliglitfiil to contemplate, and shows a remarkable cor-

respondence between Ms character and conduct on earth

and that of the people of God of the present day. In

the light of Abel's sacrifice there are not only great and

fundamental truths taught, but ideas are elicited, senti-

ments are expressed, hopes and prospects are seen to be

realized, which find an earnest response in the breast of

every Christian believer now. That one act of his sug-

gests the principles at work in the life and labors, and

the end ultimately gained in tlie death of all who are im-

bued with his spirit, and distinguished by his example.

Thus he is not alone in the world. Not only has his in-

fluence been transmitted from one generation to another,

but we may read in his case what has been the history

of his similarly minded followers. We notice an exact

counterpart between the two, and though containing

much that is painful and distressing, still there is occa-

sion for encouragement and joy in connection with it.

The resemblance obtains in regard to heaven as well as

earth
;
to the glories and felicities of the one as well as

to the sorrows and sufferings of the other.

We have it in view this morning to trace the resem-

blance now indicated between Abel on the one hand and

our departed friend on the other, whose recent death in

our midst we are now called to commemorate. There

may appear little similarity between them at first sight,

but it will be seen that the ministry of both in relation

to us is the same. They instruct us in the same manner,

by the life they lived and the death they died. The

truths and influences connected with them are analogous,

and what Abel speaks to us through means of the sacri-
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fice that he offered, are the very lessons addressed to us

by our revered friend and brother. The Toice of the

one may appear remote and difficult of apprehension, but

the voice of the other, which has just ceased among us,

may readily be heard in the same earnest and impressive

strains. Be it ours to listen to their united voices, as of

those of the countless multitude of which they form a

part, and to jDrofit from them in a manner suited to the

occasion.

I. Abel, by his sacrifice, speaks to us of sin axd

ITS TERRIBLE CONSEQUENCES.

What was the intent of Abel's offering ? It was on

account of sin. Its primary object was to intimate that

sin had been committed, and that the guilty party had

incurred death in its severest form. Abel had, no

doubt, been well instructed in the history of the fall, and

its baleful effects in the character, condition and pros-

pects of his parents and their posterity. The subject

was a familiar one, so far as parental instruction was

concerned, and he felt the whole to be true in his own

experience, as well as in the circumstances in which he

was placed. There were many things around him to im-

press him with the fact that a vast and fatal change had

come over the world and its inhabitants. There were

the cherubim in the garden, with a flaming sword, guard-

ing the way to the Tree of Life
;
there was the primal

curse working its course in himself and on everything

that he came in contact with. Sorrow and suffering, pain

and death, were now in full operation ;
while his own in-
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"ward convictions, his fears and anxieties in relation to

God and the future, all impressed him with one solemn,

affecting truth that he was a sinner. In connection

with his fatlier and mother, and in his own person, he

had incurred the divine displeasure, he had broken the

divine law, and he felt imbued with an evil nature. As

this tremendous fact became more and more apparent in

his view, a sense of his helplessness and danger was

awakened within him. He was not only guilty and self-

condemned, but he was utterly unable to deliver him-

self from the power, or shield himself from the dire

effects, of sin. Every day, every hour, seemed only to

add to his criminality, wretchedness and woe. No truth

appeared to him more manifest than this. He was en-

lightened by the Spirit of God with regard to it, and it

flashed upon him with all the force and evidence of a

revelation from heaven.

But in the economy of Divine Providence, in the very
exercise of divine grace, it was needful that a suitable

display should be made of the evil and deserts of sin.

This must take place in the person of the sinner, or

the sinner's substitute. In connection with a prom-
ise of mercy and forgiveness, it seemed meet to infinite

wisdom to institute tlie rite of animal sacrifice, by means

of which the ends of moral government might be at-

tained. Not that this was any merit or worth in the

sacrifice itself, except as it pointed to the alone effectual

offering for sin, which was afterwards to be made. Still

in the meantime, a sufi&cient demonstration of the evil in

question was furnished by the sacred institution. Ani-

mal sacrifice was so far designed as a substitute for
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human death. The guilt of man was regarded as trans-

ferred to the unoffensive animal, and all his ill-desert

was made apparent in the sufiering and agonies and cruel

death of the lamb that was slain. That this practice was

entirely vicarious is clearly pointed out in the sacred

page ;
and the infliction of death, together with the

scorching fire from heaven that came down on the sacri-

fice, served impressively to show the desperate evil of

sin, and the terrible punishment connected with it.

Death in any case is the effect of sin, but its endurance

in the manner we have described conveved a far more

striking lesson than we are accustomed to behold. Abel

was acquainted with it in this point of view. He had

seen his parents offering sacrifices in a similar manner,

but now he was called to do it on his own account, and

he was, no doubt, affected by the sight in a proportionate

degree. He observed his own sins and their just desert,

in the sacrifice which he offered, and he could not wit-

ness it without the deepest feelings of sorrow and peni-

tence being awakened in his heart.

My hearers, these same sentiments marked our depart-

ed friend. His views on this subject coincided with

Abel's of old. Though acquired in a somewhat different

way, thougli he was not called to engage in such an

affectins: service, the same ideas with re2:ard to sin, its

enormous evil and ill desert, similarly impressed his

mind. He looked upon Abel's sacrifice, and specially on

that to which it pointed, as teaching this particular les-

son. By his Christian profession, by his uniform ac-

knowledgment, he firmly maintained this opinion, that

all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
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that all are naturally liable to condemnation and death,

that they are under the curse of G-od's broken law, and

exposed to the most terrible consequences. Thus the ele-

mentary truth implied in Abel's sacrifice was the same

which our departed friend avowed in the plainest man-

ner. Like Abel, he saw no goodness in himself. He
was utterly helpless and undone, and, in so far as he was

concerned, he deserved to die the death indicated by the

slaying of the animal in sacrifice, and perish by the burn-

ing blast of God's fiery indignation.

II. Abel, by his sacrifice, speaks of salvation

AND ITS blessedness.

On what possible grounds could he have entertained

the 'idea of animal sacrifice as an atonement for sin, or as

an exhibition of its guilt and enormity ? Such a thought

we may confidently say is by no means natural to man.

A thank-offering, such as Cain presented, might readily

occur to the mind
;
but the sacrifice that Abel brought is

abhorrent to all our ideas of propriety, except on grounds
of divine appointment, human sin and substitution. And
this latter view is supported by an infinity of proofs,

while it renders the service a deeply solemn and impres-

sive one.

God had already declared that
"
the seed of the woman

should bruise the head of the serpent," which had been

the occasion of man's temptation and fall. This promise
is explained by John, and shown to be fulfilled, when he

says that
"
Christ was made manifest to destroy tlie works

of the devil." This divine purpose was gradually unfold-
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ed in after days, and was savingly apprehended by many
in primitive times. We cannot believe that the rite of

sacrifice, for example, was observed by good and holy

men, without any understanding of its great and gracious

design. Whatever was the amount of their knowledge
on the subject, there is no doubt that they had clear and

satisfactory ideas of the divine mercy. His reconcileable-

ness. His readiness to forgive sin and save the sinner.

All this was specially intended in connection with ani-

mal sacrifice. It is said that
"
by faith Abel offered unto

God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he

obtained witness that he was righteous," or justified,

pardoned and accepted,
" God testifying of his gifts.''

In Genesis we read,
"
the Lord had respect unto Abel

and to his offering." God showed that he was well

pleased with the sacrifice that he offered, and the spirit

in which he offered it. The fire that came down from

heaven to consume the sacrifice not only declared the

severity of the punishment due to sin, but the satisfaction

and approval of God in regard to Abel. It was by a

thorough faith in God's revealed will, and by means of

animal sacrifice, pre-intimating the promised Saviour,

that Abel and multitudes of God's ancient people were

declared righteous, or justified, and saved. Believing

that God had instituted such a service, and was willing

in that way to show himself gracious, Abel "
brought of

the firstlings of his flock," and was made glad by respon-

sive signs from heaven. Thus the Apostle says,
"
by it,"

by the sacrifice that he offered, by the spirit in which

he offered it, by th^ manner in which it was accepted,

and by the happy effects of the whole in his character
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and condition, his reconciliation and peace, liis justifica-

tion and salvation,
"
Abel, though dead, yet speaketh."

And this is a voice to us, my hearers, of hallowed and

delightful import. It has been echoed in unnumbered

instances through the long line of patriarchs and prophets,

Christian apostles and holy men, to our own day. The

same voice is to be heard in the Old Testament and the

New, in succeeding ages of the Church, and will be heard

to the end of time. Its single lesson is that through

faith in the free favor and mercy of God, centering in

the atonino; work of the Lord Jesus Christ, whether as

antedated in animal sacrifice, or as directly contemplated

in the cross, we are pardoned, accepted, justified, saved,

and made well-pleasing to God. All that pertains to

the scheme of redemption, alike in its antecedent types

and actual accomplishment, as well as in its influence on

the hearts and lives of those interested in it, has its ori-

gin in the unconstrained and unmerited favor of God.

The plan was formed in the divine eternal counsels, and

on the ground of infinite love alone. It was gradually

disclosed to God's people in by-gone ages, till it obtained

consummation in the sufferings and death of his own

dear Son upon the cross, and its application in every in-

stance is similarly in virtue of its fundamental principle

and its own essential character, free, sovereign, infinite

love.

This is the lesson which is expressly taught us by
our departed friend. Such were the views he enter-

tained, and cherished, and preached, and which were

dearer to him than life itself. Christ was the centre and

circumference of his faith and hope. From his earliest
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years he had learned to trust in Jesus. Conscious of his

own guilt and helplessness through the power of divine

grace, he looked away from himself to
"
the Lamb of

God that taketh away the sin of the world." All his

confidence rested there, on the cross, in the person and

work of Imraanuel. For nearly fifty years, it seems that

he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.

Though in himself nothing but a poor perishing sinner,

in Christ he found and felt righteousness, pardon, peace,

hope and joy. It was this in which he gloried while he

lived, and which afforded him tranquillity and comfort

when called to die. Like Abel of old, our revered

friend rested on the pure Word of God, the simple pro-
mise of Divine mercy. The ancient patriarch saw indis-

tinctly the work that was foreshadowed by his sacrifice,

yet in faith and hope he brought it to the altar, and

looked through its sufferings and death to his own ill-

desert on the one hand, and to the means and foundation

of mercy on the other. So our departed brother fixed

his eyes implicitly on the bleeding Lamb of God. There

he sought and found peace, reconciliation, and forgive-

ness. Let none suppose that he trusted in any wise to

himself for pardon and acceptance with God
;
that he

had any virtue or goodness of his own to rely on for

peace in a dying hour, or for the prospect of felicity in

another world. Oh ! no. If you gather his deepest con-

victions on this subject into a single clause
;

if you listen

to his uniform voice in the matter, you will hear him say-

ing,
"
I have no merits of my own, but look for all in

Christ."
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A guilty, weak and lieli3less worm,
On Thy kind arm I fall

;

Be Thou my strength and righteousness,

My Saviour and my all.

Or, as is beautifully expressed in the hymns which he

requested to be sung, when near his dying hour

Rock of Ages, cleft for me.
Let me hide myself in Thee.

Nothino' in mv hand I brinsrO 1

Simply to Thy cross I cling.

m. Abel, by his sacrifice, speaks of obediexce

TO THE WILL OF GOD, ITS DUTIES, DIFFICULTIES, AND DAN-

GERS.

We have stated that there is no accounting for the

institution of animal sacrifice, except by Divine appoint-

ment. Abel looked upon it in this light, and acted ac-

cordingly. His brother was a man of very different

spirit. He had intimations of God's will as clearly as

Abel, but he refused to obey them, and did what he

thought best. We are inclined to believe that Cain

spoke strongly to Abel against his bringing the firstlings

ot his flock, and suggested every possible objection to his

doing so. Ridicule, argument, threatening, and such like

weapons may have been used by him, at the instigation

of Satan, who already found in Cain a sad counterpart
of himself one truly born in the likeness and after the

depraved image of his father. But, happily, grace so far

arrested the progress of the inveterate poison that had

been infused into our first parents. There was one of
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tlie only two brothers then in existence, in whom God
was determined to counteract the working of the wicked

one, and he was renewed in the holy imao-e of Him wlio

created him. The principles of love to God, and obedi-

ence to his will, which had been lost in the garden of

Eden, were re-implanted in the bosom of Abel through
the power of God's Spirit, and in fulfillment of the pro-

mise of mercy. If Adam and Eye were by that time

brought to their right mind, the sight must haye been a

happy one, as the opposite spectacle, in the case of their

eldest son, must haye seemed to them deplorable in the

extreme. Abel was " a new creature in Christ Jesus,''
" born again," who had "

passed from death unto life,''

and the first deyelopment of this appeared in his supreme

rep:ard and unhesitating^ obedience to the Diyine will.

Despite the alleged seyerity of the act, th.e unreasonable-

ness of it, the bantering, opposition, and threatening of

his ungodly brother, who, it may be, on many an occasion

had acted in a similar way, yet Abel was resolyed to do

what God told him to do. The divine will was para-

mount in his estimation. He belieyed God, that pardon,

peace, and favor would be enjoyed tlirough acting in a

certain manner, and notwithstanding the threatened

anger and contrary conduct of his only brother, he

sought these blessings first and foremost. We may sup-

pose that he was anxious and ready to walk in harmony
with his brother. His meek and quiet, kind and affec-

tionate spirit forbade him to do otherwise, and con-

strained him to make many attempts to bring it about
;

but when the will of God was in question, when the

point was whether it was to be observed and obeyed, or
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the refractory rebellious example of his brother, there

was no room for a moment's liesitation. He could choose

to act in opposition to his erring kinsman, to hear the

brunt of his rage and malice, and to persevere in a course

of unswerving compliance with the will of God, all

through grace and strength supernaturally imparted to

him. Die he could in the service of God, but live in

disobedience to Him never, and he went on his way to

the end.

Such is the voice of Abel to us under this head, and

how pregnant with instruction and profit. It has been

the case with God's people from Abel's time downwards,
that they have lived in an evil world, a world of evil

men opposed to God and all who live in obedience to

Him. Oh ! the sufferings and trials to which the faith-

ful in Christ Jesus have been subject in every age from

this cause. But still it is the mark of all true Cliristians,

that they hold the will of God to be supreme in every-

thing. Cost what it may, they act accordingly.

And this is the lesson which our departed friend is

now teaching us. As a Christian and as a missionary he

had chosen that will to be his rule and guide in all the

path of life. It was this that determined him to be a

Christian, and to devote himself to be a servant of Christ

in a heathen land, that distinguished his long missionary

career in China, and that specially marked him in the

hour of suffering and death. In every relation that he

sustained, and in every duty that he was called to dis-

charge, he regarded the will of God as his great direc-

tory. This will account for his faithfulness, conscien-

tiousness, and consistency in life, and of which those in
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attendance upon liim in his last sickness were particularly

observant. He referred all his affairs to the will of God.

He not only believed life and death to be in God's hands,

but he was willing to live or die in accordance with God's

good pleasure.
" Xot my will but Thine be done," was

his frequent expression.
" That will is always best.

Let Him choose for me. Let Him do with me what He

pleases.'^ Thus patiently to suffer God's will or actively

to do it, is the noblest characteristic of a Christian. It

is not an easy or natural thing on our part, but requires

peculiar grace for the purpose. It is contrary to flesh"

and blood alike of ourselves and at the hands of others,

yet whatever opposition is found or felt in a course of

obedience, let the history of Abel encourage us to perse-

vere and prove faithful unto death.
"
If we suffer with

Clirist, we shall be also glorified together."
" We must

through much tribulation enter the kingdom."

TV. And lastly : Abel, by his sacrifice, speaks to

us OF HIS TRA^^SLATIOX TO HEAVEX, ITS FELICITIES AND
GLORIES.

Abel died a martyr. His brother slew him for persever-

ing in the ways of God and godliness, and for his enjoy-

ing the divine favor in connection therewith. He was

faithful unto death, not counting his life dear to him,

that he might finish his course with joy. He was the

forerunner of many of God's people in every age, as his

brother was the first in the list of persecutors of the

Church. It was in consequence of his sacrifice, in obed-

ience to the will of God, that he was called to suffer
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death, and then he ^yas taken home to heaven ! His en-

trance to glory was that of the first of human kind, and

the manner and ground of his admission were alike new
and wonderful. Who is this, we may suppose to have

been the eager inquiry of the angelic throng. No such

spirit had ever been seen amongst them. They were

eager to know its name, its character, its history. They
crowd around it. They ask, how camest thou hither ?

How art thou arrayed in these white robes ? How art

thou waving that triumphant palm ? How art thou pos-

sessed of that victor^s crown ? How didst thou receive

such a joyous welcome from Him Avho sitteth upon the

throne? How art thou among us in such happy and

honored circumstances? And Abel proceeds to recount

to the wondering throng the story of the Fall, its

sad effects upon himself and his family, the promise of

mercy through a Divine Eedeemer, its personal applica-

tion, the conduct of his brother, and his sudden transition

into their midst. He told them his name was Abel, na-

turally toil and vanity, that he had come out of great

tribulation, had washed his robes and made them white

in the blood of the Lamb slain from before the founda-

tion of the world, and that the glory of all was to be

ascribed to Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the

atoning work of his co-equal, co-eternal Son. The story

was listened to by the angelic throng with rapturous de-

light. It intensified their desire to look into these things,

the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow,

and gave new life to their praises and acclamations be-

fore the tlirone. The presence and peculiar song of

Abel's solitary spirit were long regarded with deepest
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interest. At length, another and another of kindred

mind and heart joined the company of the first redeemed

and glorified one, and ever furnished new occasion for

adoring gratitude to their Redeeming God and Saviour.

Such is the ministry of Abel on this interesting sub-

ject, and he is not alone in it. There are now many
voices speaking to us in the same manner of their having
died in God's service on earth and of having winged
their flio-ht to his Paradise above. And amons^ these
" unnumbered voices," there is the voice of one who
has just departed from our midst. Like Abel, he con-

tinued faithful to the end. He died at his post, doing
what he could for God and Christ, and the salvation of

souls. It was his wish to live if God so ordered it
;

otlierwise he was willing to die, to die in tlie mission

field and in the mission work. And so he did. Death

found liim in his loved employ, his master's service,

whence he was taken to a higher, holier aud better serv-

ice above.

These are some of the lessons which Abel, by means

of his sacrifice, is now teaching us. We have seen that

his ministry in this respect is analogous to that of our

departed friend and brother. From both many most im-

portant and impressive lessons might be heard besides.

How immensely have their views been extended, how
their knowledge of God, his ways, his purposes, his char-

acter have increased and enlarged ! That which they

partly knew on earth, they know far better now, and

they will go on learning the sublimest and noblest truths

to a deorree of which we can here form no idea. At

present their ministry, and that of all who have died in
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the Lord is in relation to us of an earnest, faithful,

solemn kind. While capable of instructing us in the

deep things of God, they are loud and urgent in regard
to those great truths to which we have adverted. Sin,

salvation, obedience to the will of God and preparation

for heaven are matters deserving and demanding supreme
attention on our part, and in this way the language of

Abel, by means of his sacrifice, is reiterated and enforced

upon us, by the life and death of the Rev. Dr. Bridgman.
In joarticular, the departed speaks to his 'mourning

widow.

Sorrowing friend, what are his words to you ? Already

you are familiar with them. In many respects they are

the same as you were accustomed to hear, while he was

with you upon earth. But you feel as if the chain of

communication between him and you had been, in a

measure, broken. His visible presence has been with-

drawn, and you are left heart-stricken and alone. But

is it so ? What is the testimony of faith ? What voice

is whispered in yom* ear, and awakens a response in the

depths of your heart ? that he is still one with you in

Christ Jesus. The tie of earth has been severed, but the

bond of heaven has been more firmly ratified and sealed.

His communication to vou is,
" be thou faithful unto

death," following your Divine Lord, and you, also in

union with him, shall share the felicities of the better

land.

He, though dead, yet speaketh to Ins missionary
hrethren and sisters.

Our departed friend will long be remembered by you
with affection and respect. His gentleness made him
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great in our estimation. His amiable disposition, kind-

ness of manner, love to the brethren, devotedness to

the missionary work, and long-continued labors in the

field endeared him to us all, and will lead us to cherish

his memory with a high degree of veneration and regard.

His example, his influence in our midst, though quiet and

unobtrusive, was powerful to win our hearts, and secure

for him our admiration and love. And now, tliat he is

dead, that calm, consistent example still remains, and

will long continue to exert a happy and beneficial influ-

ence upon us. His ministry in this way while living has

been rendered more solemn and impressive by the con-

sideration of his death. It speaks to us that we should

follow him as he followed Christ, to be encouraged by
his work and reward, and to be stimulated thereby to

fidelity and devotedness in God's service. He has fin-

ished his course, and, through grace, has obtained the

crown. Many who were connected with the mission-

ary band in China preceded him in the way to heaven,

and there has been a joyful recognition between them on

the other side of Jordan. Morrison, Medhurst, Lowrie,

Aitchison, Macy and a host of others, whom the hand of

death had separated from us, have now welcomed him

into their glorified circle, and joined with him in anthems

of praise before the throne. His voice in common with

them is urging us to persevere with diligence in the work
of the Lord in this heathen land, and to look forward in

happy anticipation to a reunion with them in the society

and bliss of heaven.

He, being dead, yet speaketh, in the last place, to the

foi^eign community around us.
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From tlie time that Dr. Bridgman first came to China,
about thirty years ago, he has moved in a public and

prominent position. Alike in Canton and Shanghai, he

took a leading part in various literary and other useful

institutions, and gained the high esteem and respect of

all who knew him in that capacity. By his death many
feel that they have lost a friend. In connection with

these different associations, he alwavs sustained the char-

acter of a Christian man and a Christian minister. His

profession and influence in this respect were everywhere
known and felt and honored. His religious life and

Christian example were apparent in the midst of his

various social, civil, and secular engagements. To those

acquainted with him specially in tliis latter view, he now

speaks in terms of deep solemnity. Earth has been ex-

changed for heaven, time has given way to eternity in

his case, and in the language of both he addresses you.

While diligent for the one, be not forgetful of the other.

Like our departed friend, when connected with the world

and the world's affairs, be specially mindful of heaven

and heavenly things, and so prepare at last to enter on

their enjoyment.

Oh, that the ministry of the dead, so replete with in-

struction and profit, so solemn, momentous, and impres-

sive, may be the occasion of spiritual and everlasting life

to all of us ! And may his voice, which has just closed

among us, be yet heard directing us to live for God and

Christ and a glorious immortality I
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